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Roy, |M Hofi'M* sir SIJ«y srMMi Slnili 

Agriettltural lolm and gratuitous relief 
in Jetfiore: f*(Q‘) P* 67. 

Bengal Tanka Improvement Bill, 193S, 
as amended by the Bengal I«gls> 
lative Council: pp. 186, 187-188, 192. 

Construction of a model %^.llage at 
Haduatala, Malda: (Q.) p. 101. 

Distress of the flood*stricken people of 
ckor areas in several unions of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 24. 

Flood in the northern part of Bakar- 
ganj: (<J.) p. 36. 

Jofsl in Jalpaiguri kham mahal that 
changed hands and establishment of 
agricultural farms in Western Duarp 
khas mahal: (Q.) p. 120. 

Post of Director of Land Records: 
(Q.) P. 41. 

Rate of land revenue *in Burdwan: 

(Q.) p. 13. 

Reduction of rents in khat mahali 
particularly in the Noabad taluks in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 20. 

Representation by persons of Bhitar- 
bund Union, Rangpur, for non- 
acceptance rents by certain 

aemindars: <Q.) p. 19. ^ 

Suicidal death of Ratikanta Mandal of 
Krishnapur, Ijohagara Union: (Q.) 

p. 12(). 


Roy, Mr. Dlioiuinjoy 

Appointment of Jute Overseen: (Q.) 
p. 9. 

Daoca-Aricha Road: (Q.) p. 46. 
Promotion of scheduled castes ofBcen 
of Education Department: (Q.) p. 
32. 


Rsy, Mr. Kamil Krtohiia 

Special meeting of Bankura Sadair 
Local Board: (Q.) p. Ul. 


iUy, Mf. KIron Saitltir 

I 

Be^fuction of pay for new entrante to 
Indian Civil Service; p. 148. 


fanyal, Dr. NaliiiiliaiMif ^ 

Bengal Tanks %nprovemeiit BiU, 1988,. 
as amended by the Bengal . 

* lative Council: pp. 186-187. * 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 

1939: pp. 63-66. ' ^ 

Point of order resfarding CalcuUer"""* 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill^ 1989: 

pp. 60-61, * • 

Poin^ of order regarding Government 
Resolution under seemn 103 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935: ppe 
194-198. 

Replacement of Government of Indin 
Act by Constituent AssemMy: ppi. 

159-161. 

Special Motion regarding Majdia Rail- i 
way Disaster: pp. 211-215, 217-219.. V 


Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Sekhar 

Adjournment Motion regarding public* 
speec‘hes delivered by | Hou’ble Chief 
Minister: (Q.) p. 129. 


Sarkar, Baku Madhutudan 

Bus fares in certain mufassal areas; 

(Q.) p. :3e. 


Barker, the Hon*l>le Mr. Naiinl Ranjan * 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casuaL leave in Secretariat, 
and attached dmees: (Q.) p. 36. 

Discontinuatioii , of duty on electrical 
energy: pp. 147-148. 

Enquiry Committees (during 1087-89 
and 193S-89): (Q.) p. 96. , 

Treasury Officers and Sub-Treasufjr 
Poddars: (Q.) p. 18. 

Sohediiled eastaa ^ 

Scheme for spending g^t «f ive lakhe 
of rupees fer the — ; (Q.) p. 184. 

In Government offioea, Percentage oi 
(^.) p. 53. 

(Mkwrs. PromelioB of— of Bdneetiam 
Department: p. 90. 
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BOVtRNMENT OF bInCAL. 

GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

* • * $ 

Sis Excellency Sir Robert Neil Reid, i.c.s.i., 



MEMBERS OF^TBE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

(1) The Hon’Bie Mr. Abul SasfV Fazl^s Hdq, in charge of the 

Education Department. 

(2) The Hon*ble Mr. Malini Ran«an *in charge of the 

Finance Defiai-tment. • * 

• 

(5) The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimoddin, k.QbI.e., in charge of 
^e Hoifte Department. 

• 

(i) The Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Rot, in charge of the 
Reyenue Departmeat. 

# 

(5) The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Hai^ibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, 
in charge the Departments of Ix)eal Self-Government and 
Induatries.y 

(C) The Hon'bJe Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandt, of CossimbaBar, 
in charge of the Department of Communications and Works. 


(7) The Hon ’hie Mr, Huseyan Shaheed Sdhrawaedt, in oharge of 

Commerce and Labour and Rural Reconstruction Depart- 
ments. 

(8) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 
* • in charge of the Judicial and liCgislative Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut, in charge of the 
Forests and Excise Departments. 

(20) The Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behaet Mdllick, in charge of the 
Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedne^ Departments. 

(JJ) pie Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, in charge of Public 
Health, Medical, Agriculture and Veterinary Departments. 
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The Hon’ble Khafi Bahadur M. AzizrL Haous, O.I.B.* 


QpuTT Spba/ose.^ . 

M. Ashrafali, Barrist^l-at-Law. 


%ECHBTART. 

E. Ali Afzal, Esq., Barrister-at-Lsw. 
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First Assistant Secrstart. 
Bai N. N. Sen Gupta Bahadur. 


Second Assistant Secretary. 

H^han Sahib Quazi Muhaioiad Sadrul Ola. 
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BENGAL LEMSLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF "MEMBERB. 

A 

f • 

Albdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayaugauf East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Bari, Maulvi. [Befhamp^re (Muhamirilidan).] 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. [Tangail West (M*uhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr.* [Kvigram Soikth (i^uhammadan). ] 
Abdul-Hakeem, Mr. ^Khulna (Muhammadan).] * * 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymibsiugh West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hhkim Tikrampuri, * Maulvi Md. [Munshiganj (Muhani* 
• madan).] 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Pabiia West (Muhammadan).] 

• ® -r . . • 

Albdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoregauj North (Muhan 4 madhn).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Centfal East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar Palwai^ Mr. Md. [Jumalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Putuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [ Jamal j)ur (uin Muktagarha (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymeu.siiigh North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. fBakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 

AJbdul^ Wahed, Maulvi, [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Bahman, Khan Bahadur, Mr. A. F. M. [24-Pargana» North- 
East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Bahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamll)er of Commerce.) 

Abdur Basheed,* Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).*] 

Abdur Baschid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur ]^auf, Khan Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur B^uf, Mr. Shah. [Bangpur Soi^th (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Bazzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 
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ApHA’BEAfAL LIST OP MEMSEKS. * 

Maulvi Md^ [Dacca North Central (Mniiamzsadan).] 
Abidur Eeza Ctowdbury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi* [Cham^pur Weft 
^ ^ (My|ianimadan).] ^ * « 

Al)U ^ossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaiban(|^a NorIb (MjibainiAa^dan).] 
Abul Fazl, Mr. Mubammad. [Madaripur West (Muhanoima^n).] 

Abul Hasbim, bfaulvi. ‘[Burdwan (Mubaminadan).J • * 

Abul Hosain Abmed, Mr^ [Netrokona North ( Mubammad an ).j * 
Aibul Quasfm, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Choudbury, jiaharaja Sasbi Kanta,|Of Muktagacba, Mymen* 
• siVigb. (Dacca Landholders.) ‘ * . 

Aftab All, Mr. (Water Transport ifrade Fiiion.) 

Afraft) Hossain Joardar, •Maulvi.* [Nfidia Bast (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, K*han Bahadur Maulana. [Jbenidah (Muham- 
madan).] . , 

Abmed Ali^Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Muhammadan).] ^ 
Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandha SoiUh (Muhammadan).] 

Abmed Khan, Mr.lSyed. [Noakhali South (Muhampiadan). j 
Alfazuddiu Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muham- 
madan).] 

Aminullah, Khan Sah*Ib Maulvi. [Noakfiali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali, Md., Mia. [Rajslwihi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anderson, Mr. J. V. [Calcutta and Suburbs (E\»lropean).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur, Md. [Chittagong South (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Ashraf Ali, Mr. M. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Au'lad Flossain Khan, Maulvi, [Manikganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Azahar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

Azizul ITaque, tlie Ilon’ble Kltan Bahadur M., c.i.E. [Nadia Weat 
(Muhammadan).] 


B 

* • 

f 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-AVest (General). ]» 

Balerjee. Mr. Pramatha Nath.' [Burdwan North-West (General). 1 
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. ^ [Howrah Registered Fa(<ories).] ^ •• 



f SUiPifApiTICAL LIST OF IlEMBEES. 

Satya Priya. [Bajshahi (General).] 

BiSrat All, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhai^madan).] 
Ban&%, Baby Pr^mhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. ^‘[Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu’Shyama Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Ba^an, BaBu Upendra N8th. [Jalpaiguri mw^Siliguri (General).] 
Basu^ Mr. Jatindfa ^ath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Caloutta East (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (i\^iglo-In(lian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik. Dr. Gobinda Cliahdra. [Midnapore East (General). J • 
Birkmyre, Sir Ilenrv, Bart. [Hooghly cUm Howrah (European).] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshnii Nar^van. *[Nadia (General).] 

Biswas, •Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] ^ 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. • [ Faridpur* (General). ] • 

Blomenfftock, Mr. L. M* (Bengal Chamber of tk>mmerce.^ 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calt*utia South (General}^.] 

Brasher, kfr. F. C.* [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Brown. Mr. A, (b | Calcutta and Suburb'^ (Kuropcan).] 


C 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cnm Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chippendale, Mr. J.^V. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Chaudhuri, Kai Hareiidra Nath. ( ‘Jl-Pargaiias Municipal (General).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 

• ^ 

* 

D 

Das, Mr. Mahim Chandra. [Chittagong (General).] 

• ^ 0 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. •[H(»oghl\ North-We**! (tieneral).] 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra. [24-Pargana8 North-West (General). | 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Das, Mr>Monomoban. [Mymensingh Ekist (General).] 

Da4(, Babu Debendr% Nath. [Birbhum (General), j 

• • 



X ALPHdB^ICAL LIST (IF 

* ' C 

Ghipta, Mr. Eiiagendra Nath. [Jalpaigufi *cum •SiHffiizi 
(Qeneia] .] * ‘ , 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 

* • « 

Bas ^|upttf, Srijut Narendra Nafth. [Bakarganj .South-West (General).] 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (QeneraliT.] • 

Dutt, Mr. SukuAiar. [H^oghly South-West (General)#] ‘ « i 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).] 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. .Niharendu. (Barrackpore Registered Factories.) 

I 

'< 

E 

^ c 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath! [Bakarganj South-West (General).} 
Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigram Nortl^ (Muhammadan^.l 

« 

F 


Farhad Raza Chowdbury, Mr. M./ [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca ,( Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlur Huq, the Hon ’hie Mr. A. K. (Patuakhali North (Muham- 
madan).] “ 

Fazlul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cl/ttagong North-West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. ( Jainalpur fiast (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 

French, Mr. F. H. (Bengal (Miamber of (^ommer^*e.) 

C 

Ghose, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Golam Sarwar Howsaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur 
(Muhammadan). ] 

Gomes, Mr. S* A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division North Municipal 
(General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. C. (Anglo-Indian.) ‘ , 

Gu^ta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 

c •* 



AI>HABETlCAL^t.tST 0^ 'iCEliBl 


(]|;apta, ^r. J. N. [Railway Tr«de Union 4Lal>onr).] 

Ourung, Mr. Damber Singb. (Darjeeling (General).]' 

Qyastlddin .Alimed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur £aat« (Mjpiaqi' 
madan).] . •* 


H 


Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of Dace^ [Dacca 
Municipal (Muha^imadan).] • 

Hafieuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. .(Thakurgaon (Muhammadan). f 
IHamiduddin AJimad, Khan Sanib. [tfishoreganj East (Muha«- 
madan).] • • • • • 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Assocjation.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhurf, Mr* Syed. [Tang^il Nortlr (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzaman , Maulvi Md. [Tippera Soulb (Muhaiftma^an).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Aahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North 
(Mthammadan).] 

Hasina Murshed, M.B.E., Mrs, [Calcutta (Muhammadan^ Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
^nadan).] 

Hawkings, Mr. R. J. [European (Calcutta & Suburbs).] 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mi. M, A. F. (Bengal Chamber ot Commerce.) 


I 

Irdis Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 
Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


4 

Jalaluddiii Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bazar (Muham- 
madan).] • * 

Jalaluddin Hashmey, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. [General Constituency (Calcutta West).] 
*Ja8imud41^ Afimed, Mr. [24-Pargana8 South (Muhammadan).] 
Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. fChandpur East (Muhammadan).^ 



xU Aj'jPHABET^AL LIST 0^ MEMBEBS.' 

K 

« 

Kabirj(d(Mn Khan, Khan Bahadflir MauWi. [Netfokona* South j[Mlihaii^ 
madan).] ^ • 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South* 
* West (Muhammadan).] • * 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mifls Association)* * ' 

Khaitan, ]^r. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan» Mr. Debendra lAll. [Midnapore Cenlyal (General).] 

Kuntar, Mr. Atul Chandra. fMalda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath.*’ [Dinajpur (General).] 

M 

MacGregor, Mr. (}. G. , [Indian Tea Association.] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Dr. [Bogra Norfk (Muhammadan).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Maulvi. [Tippera North (Muhfammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. /Anglo-Indian.) r 

Mahatab, Maharajkumar IJday Chand. [Burdwan Central (General).) 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central 
West (Muhammadan).] / 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. [Midnapore South-East (General).] 
Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Msji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. [Burdwan Central (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) rWomen.] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. | Myiiieusingh West (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan North-West (General).} 
Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, kfr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. ^ Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

c 

Maniruddin Akhaud, Maulvi. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Maniriizzamau Islamabadi, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Mapbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).]* 
Marindin. Mr. F. J. [Chittagong Division (Eurvpean).] 



ALPHABETICAL UST OF ilElUBEBS. m 

l&md All Ehaa Panni, Maulvi. [Tanga^U South (^ahamiiiadaii)iij 

3f)il«8. Mr. C. W. ^Indian Tea Assooiatioif.) ^ * 

Millftr, Mr. C. ^ [Calcutta and*Subiirbs (European).] . 

Mobamraed* Ali, Kbau Bahadur. [Bo^ra West (MubammVda^f. ] ’ 
Mobsin Mr.* M<f [Mebc^ur (Mubammadan).] 

M^kerjee, Ur. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morg%n,*Mr. [Presidency Divisicyi (Euroiilan).] 

Moslem Ali Mollab, Maulvi, [Rajsbahi Centml (Mubaiuiuadan).] 
MoEammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bbola North •(Mubammadaft).] 

Mubammad Afzal, Kbafi* Sahib Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North 
(Muhammadan).] • 

Mubammad Ilbrabim, Maulvi. JNoakiiaii North (Muhammadan).^ 
Mubammad lahaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhauimad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoregunj South (Muhammadan).] 

Mubammad Siddique^ KhaS Bahadur *Dr. •Syed. [Bapkui# (Muham- 
madan).] • 

Mubammad Solaiman, Khan Sahib Maulv.. | liariackpoic Municipal 
(Muhammadan). ] 

M'ukerji, Mr. Dhirendm Narayan. (llooghly NortJi-East.) 

Mukberjee, Mr. B. [Colliery (Coal Mines) (Lqjbour).] 

Mukberji, Dr. H. C. [Calcutta cum Presidency Divisifin (Indian 
Christian).] * 

Mukberji, Dr. Shara| Chandra. [Birbhum (General).] 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behari. [Khulna (General).] 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosb. [Bankura West (General).] 

Musbarrub* Hossain^ the Hou’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur. [Jalpai- 
guri cum Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. [Bagerbat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa Ah Dewan, Maulvi, [Brahmanbaria North (Muham- 
* madan).] 


N 

Nandy, the Hon’bie Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Cossimbaear, 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

• Nasarullah, Nuwabaada K. [Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan). j 

• I 



Eiv ^ ALPHABBiriCAL LIST 0? MEMBERS. 

I^ker, Mr. Hjm Chandra. [24-Pargana8 South-Eaat (Geneml),] 
Bausher Ali‘ A|r. Syed. [^esaore Sadar (Muhammadan).] • 

Nazimuddin, the Hon^ble Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [(Calcutta Norti^ 
• •i(M\lliammadan).] • , • * 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum Hbwrah Municipal * (Muham- 
madan).] ^ 

Norton, Mr. H.tR. [Cfak'utta Trades ^Association.^ ^ 


P 

, Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. [Hooghly cvm Hojyrah Municipal 
• (General).] • ♦ • ‘ 

Patton, Mr. AV. C. [Darjeeling (European).] , 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chaiul>er of Commerce.) 
Pramanik,*Mr.* Tarinicl^aran. [Malda (Genera?).] 

R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. [Rajs^ahi Central (Muhammadan).] 

Raikut*. th« Uon’hle Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri cvm feiliguri 
(General).] ‘ ® 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. [Bogra East (^uhammadan).] 
Ramiiuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. [Mymensingtti East 
(General).] 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Pat i ram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the Hoh’ble Sir Bijoy Praaatl Singh. (Buidwan Landholders.) 
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Myniensingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General),] ^ 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargram cum Gbatal (General).] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General). J 
Ro^y, Ml. I. B. (Indian Mining As.sociation.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF 
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'T 


Sadaruddin Akmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Safimddin Ahmed, Haji. [Rangpur Nt)rth (Muhammadan 
Salim, Mr.* S. A. * [Narayangtnj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanjtidlah, Dr. [Chittagoog North-East (Muhammadan).] 

Sany^l* Dr. Naliaakaha. [PresWeiicv DiviRi9n Municipal (General).] 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshiduhad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madhusudan. [Bogra rum Pabna (General).]* ^ 
Barker, the P[on’ble Mr. *Nalini Kaujan. (Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce.) |* 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen, R*ai Bahadur jJogesb Chandra. [LM^Parganas South-East 
(General).] ^ • * • * 

Serajul Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan^.] 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.b.^e. [Narayanganj South (Muham- 
madan).] * 

Shalhedali, Mr. [Matlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Ksisthia (Muhammadan).] 

ShamsuSdin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammidan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Mymensingh South (Muhammadan).] 
Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. [Rangpur (General).] 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. [Bengal I)oo<irs (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Smith, Mr. H. Brabant. [Rajshahi Division (European).] 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas Municipal 
• ^Muhammadan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

Tamizuddin Khin, the Hon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan, [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel AlvpJP<l (Aoudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muham- 
madan).] * * 
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• 

Waliur .Bahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Mukainmadan).] . 
WaiSer, Mr. W. A. M. (Indian Jute ^ills Asapciation.) 

Warren, Mr. P. F. S. ('Bengal Ohamber of Commerce.) 
Wordsworth, 'i^r. W. *0. (Bengal Chamber of Confmerce.) 

Y 

t 

YuBuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Far^dpur Efct (Muhemnladan).] 

Yusuf Mirjsa. [24-Pargana8 Central (Muhammadai^).] 

« 

Z 

Zahur AhmeJ Choudlwiry, Maulvi. fMalda North (Muhammada 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooj^hly cvm Serampore (Registered Factoi 
Labour.] 



THE BEIiGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS* 


(Qmioial It^porl of the Fifth tfosion.)^ 

¥ilMiie LIV-No. $. 

% 

Proeeedinft of the oengai ue^slatiTe Attembly astembled 
under the provisions of*the Qovemment Of India Aet, 1935. * 

• 0 

Thk AsvSKMHIA’ met*in the Assembly. Hnuse, Oalrwtta, on Monday, 

the 1 7th April, 19'39, 4-45* p.ni. * 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khun Bahadur M. Azizul c.i.K.) 

in the (•hair, 9 Hon 'hie Ministers and 190 mpmber;^. 

Obituary Reference, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ud ies and g-enilemen, 1 am sure the whole <)l 
Bengal is mourning to-day the great railway ilifiaisier and the shock is 
reverberating through the hearths and homes of Bengal. As you know, 
early this morning there was a most .serious collision between the North 
Bengal Express and khe J>acca Mail. It has not only affected many 
families but has also affected this House inasmuch as one of our esteemed 
members, Mr. Birendra Nath Mazunnlar, Chairman of the Dac^ca 
Municipality, has lost his life as a result of the accident. Mr. Mazumdiir 
waib a man of genial and amiable flisposition and, I am sure, his loss is 
a great loss to us all and to this Assembly, t/o the Dacca j^ublic, as 
eliW to the municipality of Dacca. On an occasion like this it is very 
diffSicult to give full expression to our grief. Before I conclude, how- 
ever, I must express the concern of the House aimut the grave injury 
which has been i%ceived by. Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee, another of our 
members. As soon as I got information, I took steps to send one of 
my officers to the Medical College Hospital who personally saw 
Mr. Banerjee and had a few words with him. The injuries urn really 
saiious but I hopi and pray that be will rec’over. As a matter of fa^t, 
I am assured that His conation is satisfactory foi; the time being and 
unless any complicatiens develop, will take a Jbeiiev turn. We are 
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* 

really griev^ to hear of it and pray io tlie Almighty for his speedy 
recovery and return in our midst. Op an occasion like this it is our 
(Juty^ to rf^nvey our mournful message of sympathy .to the beyeaTod 
famil/ of Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, but I believe if is also the 
unanimous wish of you all that we sh^ild express* our sincere oon- 
»dolence to all the families that may have suffered ip this disaster. I 
hope, ladies and gentlemen, you will^kindly rise jn*your seats as* an 
expression of sympathy. * • * • • 

(All ^K*ml>ers having risen in their seats). 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. ^ 

The ^occasion is really tragic ^yid we sfiould not proceed . with the 
discussion of such a ooutrftversial liubject as the Calcutta Municipal 
(^imendment) Bill to-day. I, iheref<>re, propose to ffdjourn the House 
now. 

Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th 
April, 1989, at the Assembly House, ('alcutta. 
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I^oceeAiigi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly^ assenbledi • 
under the provisions of the Gover/iment of India 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
tba 18th April, at p.m. 

# 

Present: 

I 

Ml. JSpeuJ»t‘r (the Hoii'file Khan^Hiihadur M. A/.i/ii. IIauuk, c«i.e.) 
in th(- Chair, 10 Hou’bh' Ministerl and 214 members. * 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to bral answen were given} 

Fe^ for X;Ray examination in Daooa MitfonI Hoepital. 

*331. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURIl (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Puhlic Health and Mediral Depart- 

ment tgvare — * • 

• 

(/) that the charge of X-Kny examination in the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital is Rfl. 10; 

(//) that 96 per cent, of the examination teea is approjiriated by the 
X-llay Examiner of the hospital; and 

(in) that 6 per cent, only goes to the hospital fund? 

(h) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) whether tb^ X-ltay Examiner is a Oovenirneut servant ; and 
(??) the reasons for the ai>propnation hy him of a jiortion of the 
examination fees realised on account of examination in the 
* hospital ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the (lov- 
ernmeni are considering the desirability of reducing the charge for 
X-Bay examination? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (tfia Hon’bla Mr. Tamiztiddin Khan): (a) (i) The 

rates of fees charged in the department of X-Ray and EJeidro- 
4;her8peii|ics in*the Mitford Hospital and other State hospitals vary. 
A statement showing the scales of fees is laid on the Library tabll. 
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e 

(«) and {iii) The Radiologist gets 95 per cent, of the fees .realised 
•from private patients, 5 per cent, being credited to^Govemment for tEe 
use . of machinery and consumption current. Fees realised from 
liespifej i^^ients are entirely credited to Government. 

(b) The Radiologist is a Bengal Mescal Sefviccr officer. He has 
the right of private practice and in accordance with the terms of 
appointment is e^ntitled to the fees earned in private cases after nedes- 
sary deduction made for the use of Government materials. * < 


(c) Yes. Further revision of the charges is under the consideration 
ef Government. The Radiologist has been authorised to take reduced 
fees from private patients, provided fees ptijable to Government are 


calcdlatec] and cTedited at the prescribed rates. 

4. t, 


• Mtuivi ABDUL LATIF BI$WAB: WiW the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the making of the X-Ray examination by the 
Radiologist in the Milford Hospital is considered to be his private 
practiced ^ ‘ 


Th* Hon'ble Mr. TAMiZUDoOl KHAN: So far as hospital 
patients are concerned, the Radiologist cannot chhrge any fees for 
himself. All the fees that are charged are credited to the Government, 
but if private patients are examined b\ him he gets 95 per cent, of the 
fees. . ♦ 


Msulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state why he makes a (lifferentiation in the X-Ray examina- 
tion between the persons admitted into the Mitford (Medical School) 
Hospital and the persons who (‘ome to that hospital for that purpose? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am afraid \ou yourself have not been able to 
make any dilferentiation l>etween the t\\o. You ‘want to know: why 
should there l)e this difference between the two kinds of patients? 

The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not think, Sis, that 
any differentiation is actually made. The Radiologist has been 
authorised Ho take reduced fees from private patients, in case he thinks 
it necessary and proper. 

Maulvi A3DUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has given discretion to the Radiologiet to 
say that this patient is a private patient and that patient a hospital 
patient? 

« 4 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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Wauliri ABDUL LATIF. BISWAS: submission isjtbid, Sir. In ^ 

lun reply to questions (ii) and {lii) be says that the Badiologiat gets 
% per cent, of the fees realized from private patients even if they go 
to the hospital for examination. The*object of my question i#\hi8— 
that even*if a patfent goes to #lie Medical School Hospital for the purpose 
of X-Ray examination wjiy should the Radiologist be allowed 96 pej 
oeht. of the feesf 

.• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is one of the condi- 
tions of his appointment. • 

f 

Last Bengal Civil Servi|e (Executive) Examinatiofr. 

•3S2. Rai Sahib KIRU BffUSAM DAB: (a) Will the Hon’U 
Minister in charge of the Home ( ApjK>intmeflt) Department be pleasei 
to lay on the table a statement showing — • 

(f) how many candidates api)eared in tJe last Bengal (%il Service 
(Executive) Examination ; * 

(ii) how man>^of them have pivssed; 

(m) how many of them have received apjwintments amongst — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

^ (2) Scheduled Casles, and 

(3) Muslims; and 

{tv) the proportion of such HpjH>intuieiits amongst tlnuiiJ* 

(fc) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether tliere is any fixed rule for such appointments; and 

(it) if so, whether the Government contemplate revision of thai 
I ule ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Khwg|a Sir Nazimuddin) ; (/n 

(it) 217. 

(m) (1) 37. 

(2) Three candidates belonged to the minority communities and 
backward classes of whom 2 were Scheduled Castes. 

(3) 35. 

(ti?) Vide (Hi) above. 

(h) (i) Yes, Jthere are rules governing the afipointments to the Pro- 
vincial il^rvices. ^ 

I do not know to what rule my hon’ble friend refers. 
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•I, NAitfNDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference to' answer 
(e) (m), will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to* state what was the 
[Nisis of giving appointments to these 37 Caste Hindus, 3 mipority 
KimiifaDities and 35 Muslims, out of the 217 candidates mentioned in 
Jie prnious answer? 

• 

• • * 

The Hon'ble'KhwaJa Sir NAZIMUlhllN: Competitive examina/ion. 

8J, NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Were these appointments 
made iir the order of merit ? ‘‘ 

t 


s Thn Hofi’ble KhwnJa Sir, NAi;iMUDDIN: Yes, subject to the 
reservation of percent a^<es for the communitie> concerned. 

« 

SJ. NARESORA NATH DAS CUf'TA: <ln the order of merit 
among tlie reHi)ective communifies? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes ' 


Mr^ MONMOHAM DAS: Will the Ifon'ble Minister be plea.sed to 
state out OT LM7, ho\\ mjui> candidate.'^ passetl from the Scheduled 
Castes ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Apart from tlie two who 
received appointments, there were no other Scheduled Castes candidates 
among the 217 who qualified. 


National Eleotrihoation Scheme. 

*333. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: (a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and laubour Department 
aware (hat^thr Iloii’hle the Finance Minister in the course of a discus- 
sion declared in tlic Assembly in September, lf)37, that a Naticmal 
Electrification Scheme was under preparation? 

(5) Tf the, answer to (a) is in the atiirmative, wijl the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a cop> of the scheme? 

(r) Tf no scheme has l>eeu prefwired, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pUaaed to state — 

((/) when the scheme will materialise; and 
(m) when will it be put into operation ? 
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MIttlSTER in durge of tho OfAlMEROE and LAROUR 
MPARTMENT (t|)o Hon'blo Mr. H. *t. tubrawarty)) {a) No, 

] am unable to trace any such statement by the Hon^ble the Finance 

(6) Dees not ^riae. ^ 

(c) For the information of the House I may state that an investiga- 
tiofi by a special officer is now in proprress an4 his report is expectW 
to be teceived shbrfly by (lovenfment. • * 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERaEE: Will the Hoy'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he can tyice the statement by himself on the^ subject 
in which he .said that the questi(»a of nationalisation of electrification 

Bohemes would be undertaken bv^his (lof eminent next vear? 

• * 

Mr.*8PEAKER: That questicm <loes not arise here. 

Two bunds in kotwali polioMtation in^Dindipuf distriot. 

*334. ,Mr. NI^HITHA iTATH KUNDU : (a) Is tho Hon ’bid 

Minister in charge of the (’ommunications and Works (Irrigation) 
I>epartment aware — 

(i) that several hundred denauts of villages, Hussainpur, Abodpur, 
Sudra, etc., in |K)li(e-station Kotwali, (lanjiftraiifpur in 
Dinajpur, a]>plied for repair.^ of two hands existing from a 
long time; and 

{it) that breaches in tlu^se hiimls are devastating every year an area 
of alnuit 50 scjuare miles!" 


(h) Tf the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Horrble 
Minister l>e pleased* to slate what stejM, if any, do the (lovernmeut 
propose to take to prevent damages (paused to the tenants and failure 
of crops in the area!" 

• (r^ Are the Government t‘onsidering the desirability of taking imme- 
diate steps for the rejiair of the hynds? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hoirfele Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(e) Is it a tact that two Overseers were deputeni separately by turn 

to survey the l^eaches in the two bunds? , 

if) If the answer to {e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state ~ 

, (t) .what aife their reports; and 

(m) what was* the amount of the estimated cost for the repaii%? 
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(g) Will the Hon’ble Mikister be pleased to state the amoumt so far 
spent for 'irrigation or consiruction or repair of hunds in the district «of 
Binajpnr P 


* MMirtfTER in otiarga of t<ie COMMUNICAXIONg and, WORKS 
DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’ble MahaAiJa Srisoh^ra Nandy, of 
^COSSimbazar) : {a) (/) Two petitions were htinded over to me last ^ear 
by the hon’ble member* himself. ^ ,, 

Hi) I am informed that a total area of alx^ut 31 square miles is open 
to the spill action of the river Punarbhaba through breaches in the 
hunds^ * ^ 

(b) to (d) Government are not .reeiKjnsible for the maintenance of 
private l)vndx, and enlightent^d opini^m is that such hands do more harm 
than good. * . • • 

The hon’hle member has already been informed that the restoration 
of the bunds will not olily dej>rive the areas behjnd them of the l)eneht 
of free flu^hin^ but will also bring ruin \o th^» river Pumabhaba by 
depriving it of its spill areas which should, therefore, be kept 
unol>8tructed to the greatest possible ektent. 

(e) A preliminary enquiry was made by two Gvei^seers of the Malda 
Section. The areas were also inspected by the Superintending Engineer, 
South-Western Circle, aocompanicnl by the Executive Engineer, Nadia 
Rivers Division. ^ 

t < 

(/) Does not arise in view of my reply to (h), (c> and (d). 

(g) No irrigation schemes have l)een executed and no bunds have 
been convstriicted or maintained b>' Gffvernment in the district. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that of the two bunds one running by the west of the river Purnabava 
is recorded in the settlement record as an Imperial road? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, I am not aware of that. r 


Mr. NraHITHA NATH KUNDU: The Hon ble Minister has not 
replied to m} qiiesticm {h) wliich is *‘if the answer to (a) is in the 
aftirinative, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, do the Government propose to take to prevent damages caused 
to the tenants and failure of crops in the area*' ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Government do not propose to <take any steps. 
Th*^ is the meaning of the answer given. ‘ 
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Ilf. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs So, ye we to take that Gtovem- 
infni will keep silent over the matter even if it admits that 81 square 
miles .of area are being devastated by hoods every year? 

• " " * 

In view 6 f answer^ (^ 57 ) that ‘‘no irrigation schemes have*l)een 

executed and no bunds have b 8 en constructed or maintained by Govern- 
ment in the district”, wi]J it be possible for the Hon^ble Minister to. 

visit the area and ^prmulate scl^mes for irrigrftion pusposesP 

• • • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request for direct action. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Doc.k the Hon’ble iJtinister 
consider the desirability of visiting the area in order to chalk out 
irrigational .schenTe.s for thaj area^® 

e 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NAHDY, of Coasimhaiarr 

I may inform the honours bk* member that ^ilong with othej* districts 
we have got a li.st of irrigational schemes for, this particular district 
which are being examined by thj^ department. 

• • 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. When can we expect these 
schemes to be prepared ? 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think you are already tired of asking this 
question . 


Appointment of duto Overseors. 

•335. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will tin* Hoiridr Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and \'clerinary Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the total number of Ovei seers for the Tmlian (’(Oitral .Into (*<un- 

mittee appoint^'d by tlif* l)inM*tr»r of Agiii ultiire in the year 
1937-38 with a .statement of their respective qualifications; 

(ii) how many of them are (\»ste ITindus, Muslims and .Scheduled 

Castes; and 

(itt) how many candidates applied for the post of Gverseers from the 
members of the Scheduled C’astes with a stAteirg’nt of their 
respective qualifications ; 

(b) Is there any apfiointment from the inemWrs of the Scheduled 

QaatesP * 

(c) If not, why* not P 
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I 

MlilltTER in ohargn tlit ACfllOULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (th* Hon'bla Mr. tamizuMm Klim)c (a) \i) 

Fifteen, A statement of their qualiflteations is placed on the table. 

* (A> CaSte Hindus ... 7 

Muslims ... ‘8 

Scheduled Caste ^ ... Nil e 

it , * I 

(in) The appointments were made partly from the meritorious passed 
students of Dacca Agricultural School and partly by promotion of senior 
and effiw'ent Agricultural Demonstrators. The question of application 
from? outside candidates, therefore, does not arise. 


Th) No. 

(c) There was no suitable Scheduled (Pastes man available either 
ftom the passed students of the Dacca Agncultural School or from the 
permanent Agricultural Demonstrators for promotion. 


Statemvnl refhred to in the reply to clause (a) (/) to starred question 
No. showing the qualificaHons of the Jute Overseers. 

I t 

(1) Babu Prithi Kanjan Bhowmic — Matriculate; passed from the 

Se(;(uidai 7 Agi'icultural School, Dacca, in the first division. 

(2) Maulvi Momtaziiddin Ahmad — Matriculate; stood first in the first 

division among the successful candidates of the Seconda’ry Agri- 
cultural School, Dac^ca, 193f). 

(3) Bahu Pramatha Banjan (ruha — Mati iculatt* ; passed from the 

ScM’ondary Agricultural School, Dacca, in the first division. 

(4) Bahu SukluMidu Bikash Dutta— B.Sc.; proved efficient in Crop 

(\*nsus work. 


(5) Babu Kaiiti Prosad Mukherjee — Passed I. Sc. ; j^assed from the 
Dacca Agricultural Scdiool in the first division. 

pi) Bahu (langa Prosad Mukherjee — Ketreiiche<l Overseer in Class II 
of the Subordinate Agricultural Service. 

(7) Maulvi Md. Ismail Hussain— Retrenched Overseer in Glass ‘II 

of the Subordinate Agri(‘ultural Service. 

(8) Bahu Saila Uanjaii (^hamla — Plucked l.Sc.; jmssed from the Dacca 

Agricultural School. 

(91 Maulv^ Md. Hussain Ali Sarkar — Read up to I^.; passed from 
the Dacca Agricultural Schmd in the first division. 

(10) Maulvi Md. Abdul Hakim — Passed Refresher course; promoted 
from Senior Demonstrators. 

(IJ) Maulvi Haji Aminuddin Mian — Passed Refresher *course; proomied 
from Senior Demonstrators, 
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I 

(1!^ Maulri Mouowar Ali — Passed Refreahd' oourae; proiyoted from 
Senior Demonstrators. 

• 

(13) Maulvi ^Matiur Kahmun Khan — Passed from Secondary 

cultural SchiHil ;• promoted from Demonstrators’ Grade. 

(14) Maulvi Mol>erak Ali— 1 *assed Refresher course; promoted from ^ 

* DemonstratT^rs’ Grade. - • , 

• * * * * 

(16) Babu Gopesh Chandra Roy Clioudhury — Passed Refresher co\irae; 

promoted from Demonstrators* Grade. 

t 

• • 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With 'reference to answer (c), ^viU’the 
flon’ble Mini.ster ,l)e pleased to state how’ many candidates from the 
Schedule<l Castes applied f(?r the*pnst,s*of demonstrator ^ 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. TAMI^UODIN KHAN: It apjieuis that no out- 
aide applications were^called for, and I do •not think ♦hose who 

were already under em])lo.\ meiit applied at all.* 


Recruitment to Bengal Excise Service. 

•33^1 Mr, MD. BARAT ALI: Will the* Ilon’hle Minister in 

charg'c of the Forest and Excise Department he ])lea.secl to state whether 
there is a rule re^ardin^^: lecruitmeiit to Provincial Siovices which came 
into force in P13() that no person whose a^ce on promotion exceeds 41) 
years .shall he api>ointed hy promotion to any Provineial Servi<teF 

(h) If tin* answer to in) is in the attirmative, will the llon’hle 
Minister 1h* j)leased to lay on the table a (opy of the nileF 

(c) Doe.s the role ftpply to the Benj^al Excise Serviced 

((f) If the answer to (r) is in the athrmati\e, will the Hon’hle 
Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) whether the rule is hein^- idnerved in fillin^^ up vae.ancies by 

promotion; and , 

(ii) if not, what are the realms? 

(e) Will the HoiChle Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) the number of vacancies in the Ben^^al Excise Service (Senior) 
since 1930; 

(it) the number filled up by direct recruitment; 

• (m) Uie numbej filled up by promotion ; and ^ 

(tv) what was the^age of each officer on the date ef suoli prcMotionF 
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MINISXER in oharg* <1 tha FOREST fiid EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Dab Raikut): (a) Yee. 

^6) A, copy of the rule is pjjaced on the table. 

(c) Yes. 


(d) , (i) Yes, generally. 
(li) Does not arise. • 

(e) (j) 6. 

(!i). 3. 

(tv) About 48 yeare^ 


Exceptions are made on\y in special cases. 
% 


Rule referred *to vn the^reply to claxisfe (h) of starred question No. 336. 

The Bengal Provincial Ser Vices Recruitment Rules. 

i • 

V. (2) (b) Subject to the following exceptions no jierson shall be 
app(»inted by promotion to any Provincial Service whose age, on 
promotion, exceeds 40 years. ^ 

( 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
realise that if the rule is not strictly followed, it will affect the officers 
who are below the age of 40 years ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. the rule says that only 
those persons wlio are below the age of 40 will be promoted. So if 
persons above that age are promoted, the case.** of those under 40 i*ill 
not come up for consideration before they are age-barred. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of argument. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the exceptiona 
stated in the rule!^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you can find it out in the book. 
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Rate of iMil rovoniio in 



•S37. Mwiivi ABDUL HAkIm: Will the Hou’ble Mitii«ter in 
charge of thfi Revenue Department be pleased to state fn>ra*the**laat* 
cadastral survey settlement records — 


«(<») the namea^and nuihbers as recorded, of ^all the revenue>paying • 
^ • estates 4 >f Uin^is (incRiding khas in* the district of 

Burdwan ; 

(6) the average rate of land revenue per a(;re for arable areas in 

each such estatf or ; and • 

• • 

(c) the average rate of rent of tenants payable for arable jirearf in 
each estate or tauzi? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy PrasaS Singh Roy): (a) The Collec^tor’hus furnished 
a list of over 7,000 toiizijt which 1 have iff the House^ with me and 
which may be seen by any hon’ble ineinber whff wishes to do so. I do 
not think that the expense to Gt)verument of printing this list would 
be justified.® • 

(b) and (c) As land revenue or rent is fixed for an entire estate or 
tenancy covering arable and all other kinds of land, no figures showing 
their raf^s separately for arabl * areas are available*. 


Excise shops in Dacca district. 

®33S. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: ia) Wi 111 retcrence to the state- 
ment laid on the table in reply to (danse ((/) (n) of starred (juestion 
No. 162 on the 24th August, 10118, is the Hon’ble Minister in charge, of 
the Fiirest and Excise Department aware that the numl>er <>1 shops of 
foreign liquors, country spirit, opium, rhardM, toddy and 

pachwai settled with tlie Mussalmaus i^ small in eoiriparison with 
their population basis? 

(h) If the answer to (ai is in the afliriiiutive, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons? , 

(c) Is it a fact that deserving Muslim candidates for all kinds of 
excise shops are available at the present time? 

(d) If the aiAwer to (c)^ is in the affirinative, what are* the reasons* 
for not vending more excise sho|^ with the Mussalmans? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a 
circular letter t<^ all the officers concerned in the districts for settling 
shops wiHi the Mu«»alTniinft and fixinir a oercentage according to tlysir 
population basis? 
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The ^on'ble Mr. PRA^ANNA DEB RAIKUT: (a) Yes. ‘ 

(h) Muslims in the past have not presented themselves as candidates 
for excise shops in any considerable ntimber. 

» ic,) The question whether Miere are deserving Muslim candidates or 
not is a relative one and is considered wjjen a vacancy occurs. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) Xo. Experience has shown tkat Muslims ^do not want shops 
associated with lic^uor or pachwai. Tan shops are settled by aiiction. 
On account of the fixed-fee system very few vacancies occur each year 
for settlement with new vendors. The applications of Muslim candi- 
dates f/jr settlement of shojjs will receive prefer consideration in future. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATII^ BISWAS: With reference to answer (c), 
the Hon’ble Miufftter be ‘pleasdd to state the reasons wh\ their 
applications were not co'iiMidered before'' 

Mr. BREAKER: That- question has afready, been answered. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: W’**!! the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to consider the desirability of inviting applications from Muslims and 
maintaining an approved panel of intending licensees:' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a request fer action. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Muslim candidates for licences are increasing 
day by dayJ' 

Mr, SPEAKER: That ({uestion does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ ble Minister be pleased to state wliether he is going to 
settle shops according to the basis of the population of the Muham- 
madan community or on the basi*^ of the people addicted to drinking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Moflipur Agricultural Farm, Dacca. 

*339. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department be jxleased to state — 

(i) the arable area in acres in the Monipur Agricultural Farm at 

Dacca; and 

(tt) the kinds of crops grown in the aforesaid farm during a whole 
agricultural (financial) year? 
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^(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaseifto lay on the tabl« a state- 
m&t showing, yeaf by year, for the years 1935-36, l536-37, and 

1987.3g_- 


(?) the gross income from all crops Vr»>wn in the farm;** •• ^ 

(if) the cost of prodnctio/f excluding the expenditure of pay of 
officers and offi(a^ establishment ; 

• • * 

(/??), the area t^f 4he farm in ^vhich jute was grown* 

(/D the quantity of jute produced in this area; 

(r) the area of the funu in which pudd\ (both nitmn afKl*o»/>) w'a» 
grown ; and I ^ 

iiu) the quantity of paddy produced in tlie said areaH 

• • 

(c) Will the Hon ’hie Min ist<‘r, he pleaded t(>^ state — 


(i.) whether manure was used in each year'during the years 1935-36, 
1936-37 an(b 1937-3S in the aforesaid farm for the « ultiva- 
tifin of lM)tl^ jute*and paddy *<‘rop# ; * 

(??) if so, what sort of maiiure was used; • 

(ill) w'h^t was tjie cost of manure in each year; 

(ic) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm; 

(?;) what W’us the gross yield and sale-proceeds of the sugarcane in 
each year; • , 

(vi) what was the area of the sugarcane cultivation; and* 

{vii) the c(>8t of production in each of the said years P 


(d) What is the nature of the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.e., 
whether mainland or r/utr (rijiariaiO land? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (?) 234 61 ucies. 

(it) Aut, padd\, tiwinsplantcd anutu paddy, maize, )intr, napicr grass, 
guinea grass, jute, sugarcane, tobacco, c(»wpca, flax, linsei'd, mustard, 
arahoT, cotton, rhea, agJiva, altissimu, Kiiglish vegetables, cauliflower, 
cabbage, peas and tomato 

(hj A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (?) Mainires w'ere used all the 3 years for ]u1e hut not, for paddy. 
The latter crop depends for manuring on the residual value of manures 
applied to jute and other crops in the rotation. 

(it) Farmyatd manure,^ lime, lK)nemeal and muriate of 4 )?)tash. ' “* 

Rs. a. ]>. 

400 1 6 
269 5 9 
378 8 0 


(iw) 1936-36 
;19a6-37 
1937-38 
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(’m;) Sugarcane was grojm for experimental purposes. 

(v) to (vii) A statement is laid on the table. 

Stiff clay soil of lateritu; origin typical of MadhupHT Garfi area. 


Staiemem referred to in the reply to clause (b) td starred question No. 339.* 
(i) The gross inoome from all crops grown in the farm — 


« 

1035-36 

1936-37 

1937<36 


Rs. a. p. 

.. 16,165 0 3 
. . 16,526 9 0 
.. 20,113 7 3 


.c ' 

(it) The cost of production excluding the expenditure of pay 
of officers and office establishment — 


1935-36 

.. 6,490 4 3 

1936-37 ' ' 

. . 9,4.59 10 0 

1937-38 ■ ... 

« 

. . 8,057 9 6 

(nt) The area of the farm in which jute was grown — 

' ( 


Acres, 

1935*36 

8 26 

1936-37 . . '' . . 

.5 -60 

1937*38 

5 -50 

(iv) The quantity of jute pmdueed in this area — 



Lbs. 

Yield— 


1935*36 

6,727 

1936*37 

4,875 

1937*38 

6,301 

(v) The area of the farm in wliich paddy (both aman and aus) 

was grown — 



Aus. ^4man. 

1935*36 

.. 21 19 29 -38 

1936*37. 

.. 40 -16 49 -81 

1937*38 

.. 34 -19 44 -65 

\{c-) The quantity of paddy produced in the said area — 

i 


Aiu. Aman. 


Mds. an. Uda. an. 

1936-36 

. 301 12 237 33 

1936-37 

. 696 26 ,1,528 5- 

.93748 

. 388 8 870 0 
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^Statement referred to iw ike r^y to clawe^s (r)|[r) to (vii) to starred fue^tion 
* Ao. 339, 

(v) The gross yield and sale -proceeds of the Sugarcane in each * * • • 
year— 


19J5.36— 

Cuttings 

Our 

1936- 37— 
Cuttings^ 
Our 

1937- 38— 

Cuttings 

Our 

V’alue of alK)ve — 


1930-36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38* 


149,890 Nos. 
47,1K>9 llw. 

363,350 Nos. 
33, m Ihs. 


144,744 Nos. 
51,417 lbs. 

Rh. a, p. 

2,47(» 2 9 
2,166 14 3 
3,202 15 9 


(vi) The area of sugarcane cultivation — 


193* -30 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 


Acres. 

S -33 
1 1 -66 
9 *86 


(t’ii) The cost of production in eacli year — 


1935- 36 

1936- 37 

1937- 38 


Rs. a, p. 

2,957 4 3 
2,514 1 6 

3,3.56 1 9 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state liow tlie PhighMi vegetaliles. cauliflowers, cabbage and 
tomato were consumed, wdiether there were an.\ s.ale-procpeds or the 
European managers consumed tliem*" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise, and you are at lilierty 
to surmise. — - 

• • 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANs With reference to the statement 
in paragraph (v), >vill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether Govemlnent would encourage this sort of experiment by which 
the cost of producfion of a crop is higher than the value of its yielcf? 

3 • 
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The Ijon’ble Mr. TAMl|tUDDIN KHAN: My fri«ud forgets that 

this is after hll an experiment. 

« 

^ N4LINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the difference.^ and ckarapteristics of rhea, 
a^ava and altissima!*' 

Mr. 8PEAK^R: That, question dod^ not arise. • , 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to items {i) and 
(ii) of the statement, which relate to ^ross in^^ime and cost of produc- 
tion, will the HonTile Minister he pleased to state what ns the cost of 
production including the pai of offio?rs and office establishment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice, Sir. 

^ 8ub-Treasury 'Officers and Treasury^ Poddars. 

•340. Mr. MD. ABUL FAIL; in) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the present time the total number of — 

(?) Sub-Treasurv Offi(‘ers (Hindu.>> and Muhanimadaiis separately); 
,and ' ' ' 

{ii) Treasury Poddars (Hindus and Muhammadans separately)? 

{h) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of separating 
the functions of the Head Flerks of the Sulidi visional Officers from those 
of the Suh-Treasunu’s of stations like Madaripur? 

(c) Are the (h)vernment considering the desirability of increasing 
the pay of Poddars? , 

MINI8TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, Nalini Ranjan Barker): {a) (/) hi) consisting at present 
of 41 Hindu and 1«S Muhammadan officers. The proportion is, hoVeveV, 
changing constantly with transfer of officers from one station to 
another. 

(ii) 109 Hindus and 9 Muhammadans, besides a hillraan. 

(h) and (r) No. , 

MUilvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (a) 
(t/), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is pre- 
pared to consider the desirability of increasing the nn!mber of Mnsliai 
Poi^dan P 
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Tlw Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAmIsARKER: k not my 

de^rtment, Sir. • 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: WHl the H.m'l.le he' 

pleaswi to state who aftpoints^hese IhHhlars y 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL‘iNI I^ANJAN BARKER: T|je (olleotor, 

, • • * . 

Representation by persons of Bhitarbund Union, Rangpur, .for non* 
acceptanoetof rents by oertain zemindars. * 

a • 

•341. Kazi EMDAOUL HAQUIE: .U llu* Hmrhle Miflintfr in 

char^^e of the Kt^veiiiu* Dc^iartoioiil awaro ihi^t roprosontationH 
several persons oi I^hitarliiiiid Union in*nu‘ Kpri^rain suhdi vision were 
addressed to the District Magistrate of Uanj.Tpiy', Divisional (’oTiiinis- 
sioner (»f Rajsliahi and i^ither executive a^ithorit i«*.N eoibcernetl, eoinplain- 
about the rtdiisal of certain hindhutls i)f fhe locality dto a<4*(‘pt rents 
with an interest ot one anna ami ,e(*ss half an atina per i\ipt‘ey 

(h) If tj^e answer to (fM is in the atfirinati\ e, what action, if any, 
has l>een taken in the matter:' 

The Hon*hle Sir BUOY P[tA8AD SINGH ROY; to) Nn 

(h) Ifoes not arise. 

Nazi EMOADUL HAQUE: AVill the Hon'hle Minister W pleased 
to .state whetlier an> verhal c<implaint was made to the officers con- 
cerned by the persons who submitted the rejire.sentatifms 

The Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 

Reduction of rents in khas mahais particularly in the Noabad taluks in 

Chltta 9 >ng. 

•342. Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: to) Will the ilmride Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he jdeused to state whether any 
reductions were made in the rent.s payable by tenants in any kha» 
viuhalf in this province es[iecially in the Noaba<! tahtk» in the district 
of Chittagong, (hiring the present economic crisis? • 

ih) If the answ’er to (a) is in the affii'tnative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the reductions of any jiermanent 
nature, i.e., reductions in the rates of rent annually jiayable by tenanta 
w%re mailer in any mnhah especially in the said Noabad taluhg^u 
the district of Chittagong? 
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(c) If'suth reductions live been made, will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge be pleased to state at what i>ercentage the rates ot rent weiie 
80 reduced ? 

The Hen’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD Sy4CH ROY: ia) The rents of 
certain Noubad taluku and holdings of Chittagong fixed during the last 
revisional setile^nent operations were i^educed in paiticular cases where 
they were considered to 'be tmi high. There wa.f ito reduction, else- 
where. 

(h) The reductions , of rents in the Noabad taluks and holdings 
referred to in (a) alnive were of a permanent luature. 

(c) The reductions were not made on any percentage* basis, but in 
accordance with the merits of each*^case. 


Percentage of Muslims in Bengal Engineering Services. 

•343. M'r.*FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that the 
Muslims bear a low percentage to the total mimbd of otiieeis in the 
Bengal Engineering Services? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability ol taking slaps for the increase ot Muslim 
percentage in those services? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY» of Ccssimhaiar: 

fa) and {h) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact, with reference to answer (a), that the 
low' |H'rccntage of Muslims tliere is due to the v.^ry low ])ercentage of 
Muslim ]Uisses as scimict* graduates and engineering graduates? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaur: 

That wars one of the reasons. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the (ioverumeut is considering the desirability, with 
' *.ference to answer (6), of maintaining a proportionate percentage of 
appointments, as between the different communities in proportion, to 
the percentage of passes as engineering graduates? 


^ The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDYf of Co|Miiiibazars 

No, Sir. 
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Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will | the Hon’ble Minister be 

p^sed to state if.it is a ’fact that Government is considering the 
de8irabilit^\ of importing non-Bengali Muslims from outside the 
province to raise up the percentage? , 


Mr, SPEAKER: Hom. does tiiat question arise? 

• • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* In answer to question (M, which 
asks wliether (ioverniuent i.«i considering the desirability of taking 
steps for the increase of Muslim percentage, the Iloirble Minister said 
“yes”, and hwant to km^v whether it is a fact that Governlnent i» 
considering the desirability of importing — 

• • - - 

Mr. SPEAKER: IMease put \our (|uesti(pi in a correct form. 

« 

Dr. NALINAK8H^ 8ANYAL: Afl right. Sir.* My (juestion is: 
what ^teiis Government i< contenqilating in thus connection? 

The Hen'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbaiart 

To appoint more Muslims. 

Dr.^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Glon'ble Minisi^^r be 
pleawMl to state if it is a tact that Government has fixed an/ minimum 
qualification for these technical posts? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar : 

Yes, Sir: it is already then*. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If there is a fixed minimum 
qualification, vs ill (icTvernment be ]densed to state* how it proposes to 
ircrea.s<‘ the number ot Muslims when tli(‘\ are not available in the 
province? (Gr'es ot "Maiiv are available” from the Coalition 
Hpnclies, ) 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cosaimbazar: 

I think, Sir, matters are imjuoving, 

Mauivi ABD4JL LATIF BISWAS: I.h the Ilon’hle Minist-er aHtiir 
that there are many Musfim engin<H*r.'> who have passed out of the 
engineering college and who are out of employment at the present 
moment ? 

Mr. 8PEAKElf: That queslion does not arise. 
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Maiilvi ABDUL LATIff BIBWAtl Will the Hon’ble Minigter be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that no. Muslim engineers, out 'of 
those who applied for appointment, have got any appointment? (Babu 
Nath Sen: Simply because they are not quali^ed!) 

Tht Hon'ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDYi of Coaaimbaiar: 

I am aware thaj increased number of l^fuslims are now taking engineer- 
ing (ourses nowadays and thereby qualifying thenlse^ves for appoint- 
ment in the engineering department. 

« 

mV., ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Wil] the Hon Ide Minister be 
pleased Jo state whether he has been informed by nienlbers of this 
House that there are nine Mu.slim gi*aduates of the Sibpur Engineering 
CXjllege, who are sitting idle fVr want of eliiplo\ inent ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Tliat question does not ari,‘H‘. 

< j ' f 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sjr, my question was whether the 
Hon’ble Minister lias been informed ~ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry 1 have to tell \ou that thi^ House is 
not the place where you cun ventilate the grievances of individual 
candi(Autes in this wa \ . You may ask ^'or information. I hope you 
realise that the pur])osc of putting supplementary que.stions is to elicit 
information. You could have asked for information generally; that is 
a different (juestion; but to say “1 have got information from another 
•ource^’ and to ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is within his 
knowledge iis to how man\ graduates are out of employment is not the 
correct form of ])utting a supplementary (juestion. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 did not sa>^ that, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give the total number of qualified engineers both aipong«t 
Hindus and Muhammadans and the total numher of appointments in 
the respective communities? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

'i cAn’t give en ansver off-hand c 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: My question is whether the 
Hon’hle Minister has received the representation that was made? 

( I 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: It I arises in thi§ way, Sir, 
— ^because there is a Mow percentage of Muslim appointments and there 
are so many qualified Muslim cifndidates sitting idle. 

• • • * ^ ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^Ir. Al^ul Wahah Khan, I am afraid this is not 
H party meeting (laughter) in which you can discuss such matters. 
Question {h) rune thus: *“If the answer to (ti) is in (he afiirmative/ 
nre t^e Governmenf considering the desirability of taking steps for the 
increase...” Now Government says “Yes.” So, how doe.s your 
question arise out of this ? 

Mr, ABDUL WAHAB VHAN:^ Is the Hon l>le Minister in a posi- 
tion to say whether he has got this Wiforniation — that ‘was my 
question. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: H ow does that ({iiestion arwe? 

• . • 

Mauivi ABDUL Lf^TIF BISWAS: In view of thb answer given 
by the Hon hie Minister tliat the low percentage of Muslim oflicers in 
the Engineering Department is due, amongst many, to one of the fai'ts, 
namely, that there is a dearth of Mu.slim engineer.s — with refiocMu'e to 
that answer will the Hon 'hie Minister \h^ pleased to slati' whether it is 
a fact that the nim* Muslim U.K.'s represented t<i liim that tfiey were 
not getting any apjiointmeiit ^ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As 1 have already stated. Sir, that was om* of the rea.sons at the time 
when these a]>pointmont.s were made. The position ma\ have altered 
in the meantime. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon'lde Minister be 
pleased to state ^^hertler the ])r(‘sent Government has done anything to 
iucrea.se the number of Muslim officers in the EngiiMsTing Department 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotaimbazar: 

T&at depends on (he number of vacancies which W'ill m'cur. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonHde Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that, on ac(‘ount of the dearth of suitable 
candidates in this province, Mr. Hakim Ali, an engineer of the Nn rjh- 
Western Frontier Province, wa.s imported to liold the post bf Principal, 
Asaiiullah School of fhiginecring, Dacca? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ari.se. I hope you will 
remember that theyt appointment relates to the Education Departni'tit 
and not to the Communication and Works Department, 
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Mr, ABpUL WAHAB IcHAN: You are suifering from a phobia! 

• * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Kxorcige us of it. 

‘ ‘r ‘‘ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAPDY: ^Forgive him for his 

ignorance ! (Laughter. ) 

' ' « ./ 

Mr, 8PEAKER; I)r.‘ Sanyal and Mr. Abdul Wa*hal) Khan,*Kiay I 

appeal to a on both to go and have your talk outside? 

« 

Mr. 'RASIK LAL BI8WA8, percentage 

demand ^ 

recruitment V< CTO? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRiSCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

1 (lon'f lliiiik tliat.is j)o.ssil)l(>. , 

* . ’ < 

Distrees of the flooc^stricken peofile of char areas in several unions in 

Mymensingh. 

•344. Mf. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): la) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge ol the Itevenue I)ei)art inent aware — t 

(0 that distress amongst the tlood-stiicken i)eople is still prevailing 
in the char areas such as southern pait of Kowha Union, 
IJetniari Union (whole), Balairchar Union (wliole), pait of 
Pakshiniaii Union, pail of Kamarer<bai Union, llarindhtira 
ol police-station Slnupur and (liai Ba>iualgi Uhar Madliua- 
naiuapara and Dadhirainerchai ol ^akhla police-station of 
Jamalpur sulnlivision ( MynieiHingh) inid ; 

{it) that the cultivators are without seeds for the next harvest? 

(h) If the aiiswei to {a) IS in the athmiati ve, aie the (Toverninent 
considering the desirability of advancing fuither agricultural Ipanscto 
the j)eo})le of those areas? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; ui) No. 

(h) Doe.s not arise. 

‘ , * 

« 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
“No” in reply to question (a), will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to 
state if he means that he is not aware of any distress or of the fact 
thqt cultivators are without seeds or that there is po distress and the 
cultivators are not without seeds? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIllcH ROY: The reply i» 
"Ifo’ to question •{») {ii"), namely, whether the cultivators are 
withcmt soeds for tlit* next harvesf. 

• • * * 0 * 

Mr. 8URENDRA tNATH^BISWAS. May I know what is the 

reply to question {a) {i)? 

^ e # 

Tt|ft Hon’ble Sir* BUOY PrAsAD SINCH ROY: * Tlie repl\ to 
question (//) (m is so ver\ olivious that Goveriunent did not think it 
iiecessar> to reply to it sejnirately. The main eoncern of my Itryiourahle 
friend i.s with (piestion {/i^ (//> and to that my rejdy is “No”. • 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 ( erlainly admire >isur intellijrenee hut* not the 
draft, • 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS. In ^ieJv of the admissiou uy 
Jlie lion 'hie Mini.ster that tliorc* ilistrvss, will he 1 m* ])leas«*d to state 
jf th<* [)oli('\ \\lm li enunciated 1»_\ the 'Ilon’hle MwiisleT liiinself 
early in thi^ ses.sion. namely, that ( »(»\ <'rninent*iinist hvv that no !and» 

remained unsowed for \Mnit of monev, still continues!^ 

• • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH ITISWAS: AVill th^ Hon hie MinisWr be 

pleased to ent|uire wlietln'r any lamls are ^(dn^- uiisowed in tlie district 
of Mymensin^^h, and. if so, wlietlier (iovernment would issue orders to 
jrive furtlier af^rii’ultural loans? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No fresh 
cn(|uiry is lO'cessai'A jis (fO\ eminent aie in daily touch with the 
situation. 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state if the proiedurc of the (fovernm<*n1 is to take rejiort 
from the District Ma^ri'-tiatc and ilistrihute agricultural loans 
ac* ordfn^rly ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is exactly 
what is done. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA , CHOSE: AVill the nun'Mc •MininterTir’ 

pleased to state whether tliere is any officifd instruction, public or 
private, to the District Magistrate not to demand more than such and 
such amount ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir 
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Staff of the Official Receiver, High Coi^, Calcutta. 

*34S. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFfZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in of the Ju(3i(‘ial and ^^‘gi.slaiive Department be pleased to lay 

on the table a statement showing? sej>inately the present numWr of 
Hindu and Muslim derks appointed as — , 

(i) (1) estate clerks /md (2) GovVrnnient stai5^ iji the 

(ii) (1) upper ^rade and (2) lower jrrade; and 

(iiiy (1) terniiorary. and (2) permanent in the office of the Official 

' . Receiver, Hig^h Court, (VdcuttaJ * 

-# 

(h) What is the ratio af Hindus and Muslims in (i), (ii) and {lii) 
jboveP . . • * 

(c) When and how niuny temporary appointments were last made? 

(d) Are the Ooveriiment considering- the desirability of aj>jM>inting’ 
more Muslims irP future vacancies till the ratio is reac'hed? 

* I * * 

MINISTER in chkrge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 
Bahadur), (a) and (h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Seven temporary appointments were made in danuaiy, 19*10. 

(cf) The office of ,the Official Receivfr has hitheito been undei the 
High (’<rjrt ; it is about to b<‘ taken over by (rovernment, And the 
question of fixing a communal Jatio for appointments will be considered. 

SiaUuient referred to in the reply to damen {a) and {b) to starred qnestim 

No, 345. 


<i) 

{ 1 ) Estate clerks 

Hindus. 

.. 3:i 

Muslims. 

7 

Ratio. 

4-7:1 


(2) Government staff 

.. K) 

8 ( -f- 1 in leave 

2:1 

<»*) 

(1) Upper grade 

.. 2 

vacancy), 

1 ( + 1 in leave 

2:1 


(2) Lower grade 

.. 14 

vacancy). 

7 

• t.l 

{Hi) 

(1 ) Temj>orary 

.. 6 

7 ( + 1 in leave 

6:8 


(2) Permanent 

.. 10 

vacancy). 

1 

10:1 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to (a) (Hi) (2), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stat^ if the attention of Govern- 
ment has been drawn to the fact that Muslims represent only 9 per 
ocnt. of the jjermnnent establishment in the High Court? 

,The Hon'bl. Nawab MUBHXSiRUFF HOS8AIH,' Khan •Bahaihii'i 

The statement is dear on the point. 
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. Eieotkm ©f mem^ ofi the Sukbari uriioii BMrd, Nelrokoiia, 
liyiMnsingh. 

•#46. Mr. CIASUOOIN AHMAD: *</) Will ilu- Hon'hle* Mimster 
in charge of the Local Self-tJovernmenl l)ei>artiueiit be pteaieil to state 
Tchether it is a fac;t — • 

the election of menUKMs lor tin* TMikimn l iiioa Uoaid iu 
the sulMlivision of Netrokona t>i the M\ nieu'.iu^h district 
took jdace in N<n cinher, H)d7 ; and , • 

(ii) that the names of*Uie {X'rsons elected anti nominated, it any, 
have not yet been puhliNlied in the ('air at fa (luzrttt^ 

(b) If the ansM’^r to (a) iji in tl^* alHimative, jvill the llttirble Mini% 
ter be plea.sed to stale the reasons thereof? , 

• 

MINISTER in chyge of the LdCAL SELF-COVEBNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Mabibullali Bahadur, of 

Dacca): (oi (n Yes 

(u) and 76) The*naines of tin* tdected and apjtointed inemUM’s have 
been published in the ('alcutta (razittr oi the dOth Match. Jb'iH. It 
appears that the Sulnlivisional Ottitei of Netrokona mafh‘ an tinnsual 
delay in submittinf»' to the Disfiict Maoist i ate In'? iiiop4)siiU le^Mplini^^ 
the members to be ap|M>inted on the Union Hoard. * 


Calcutta Corporation Electricity generating scheme. 

*347. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTI: o/) With reter. 
ence to starred (luestion No. dOl rt'phed at the As.seniblv on the ‘JHth 
September, 19dT, willj[he Hon’lile Ministei in cliai^t* ot the l.in a! Stdf- 
Governmeut Departnieiit l>e {deased ti> state wlM*t}iei it in a lai t that a 
Conference of the Technical Adviseis of the Government and the Cor- 
poration was held to arrive at a hnal decision in repaid to this matter 
as ^opbsed by the Hon'ble Ministei in NovcihIkm, 

(6) If so, what was the result ol the Confereme? 

(c) If no decision has been airivt^l at, what are the reasons?^ 

{d) Has the Electrical Adviser Wen by this time supplitnl with all 
the required datai wantwl by him from the Calcutta Coii>orption ? 

(e) If any data has not yet Wen supplied, will the llon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state what are those? 

(/) Is the Hop’ble Minister awai*e of the annual loss of ru|»eeK six 
Idkhs incuired by Jthe Calcutta Coi|(|P^ation since lO-Id as sb<}wn|ia 
Dr. Dey*8 scheme? 



28 


QUESTIONS. 


[18th Apbil^ 


(g) If the answer to (J|) is in the affirmative, aie the Government 
{•ongidering the desirability of stopping it ns soon as possibly? 

(//) Has the question of Drainagl Outfall of the city been finally 
^ dec’icl^Kr.Ind work taken in hand? 

(i) If the answer to (h) is in the affiitnative, will the Hoii’ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state the reason for the deJay in granting the sanction 
(»i the Electria Scheme? t 

{]) Is it a fact that the Secretary to the T.ocal Self-Government 
Department met Dr. Dey and discussed the feasibility of the scheme 
in all details? 

c 

(ky If the answer to (j) is in the affirin'alive, what i.‘< the leason for 
not aceording the Government sanction? 

* The Hon’Me Naw^ Khwaja HMBIBULLAH Bahachir, of Daooa: 

(a) The Conference was held in October, 1937. 

{^b) it was de/jided at the Conl(*rence that the Siipei intending Engi- 
neer, lil'ectrical (hrcle, th)inmimicatiou and Vrorks Departnient, and 
the Electrical Advisiu 'to Government would give theii opinion reg-ard- 
ing the technical as well as the finanVial aspects of the scheme on the 
basis of such materials as had lieen furnished by the ('brjHuation, so as 
to enable Government to come t(v a decision in the matter. 

(c) In their rej^rt, the technical adviseis of G()\ernment jnunted 
(/Ut that ^he scheme, as submitted by the Corporation, was only general 
in nature and that, in the absence of details, it w'as not possible to 
examine the scheme with that thoroughness and attention to detail 
as would l>e iiecessarv if it w’ere intended to jiroceed with the scheme. 
The\ , however, conducted their investigation^^ on the basis of such 
information as had la'cn furnished by the Corporation and came to the 
C(uiclusiou that from an engineering and economic point ot view they 
couhl not ad\ise Government to approAO the scheme. 

p/) and tc) The Electrical Adviser states that he has not been fur- 
nished with all the details which were asked loi in the Go\ eminent 
letter !No. oOdOM., dated the 14th December, 1931, to the Calcutta 
CoriK>ration. 

(/) and {^g) The member is referred to the rejdy given to (daiises {a) 
{Hi) and {vu) ot bis (pie'^tion (No. 301) on this subject mentioned in 
(Inuse of the present (jue.stion. 

{h) Yes. 

(?) The reasons for the delay are stated in my ans^Ter to clauses (r), 
{d) and {e) of the question. 

{j) and (k) On the Gth February. 1935, the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Local Self-Government Depirtment, held an informal 
conference with Dr. Dey and the Electrical Adviser to Government 
at which it was agreed that I>i\ Dey would supply the Electrical Adviser 
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witk all the particulars that the latter c(m.sit4*red necessary for a proj>er 
examination of the sc'heme, *l>r, l)ey hail a further interview with the 
Secretary, Local Self-Ooverninont Department, in connection with this 
scheme on the 14th July. 1937, ami nmde certain sujrKestiiMPs whi^'h ^ 
were discussed at th^ Oonfe^cnce referred to in clause (ul of the 
question. 

• * 
Mr.,8YED JA^ilLUODIN H«\8HEMY: ^With retl»rence to (;) 
and (%), will the Hon’hle Minister he pleasiHl to .state what suggestions 
Dr. Dey made to the Secretary, Local S^df-tioverniuent Dej)artiuent ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kbavaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daioca: 

1 ask for notice. * ^ , 

Mr. 8ANT08rfKUMAR*BA8U: Wyth refeience to answer (c), wiU 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetiier the report submitted 
by the two technical jidvisers of (Tovernment ^las forwarded to the 
Corporation for their (^nsidi^ration and o])inuml^ ^ 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA*H Bahadur, of Dacca: 

No. . ^ 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With Teiereme to answer (m. in 
view of the fact that these two technical advisers did not approve of 
the scheme from the (‘coiiomic fxnnt of view, doesMhe HniTlile Miipsler 
consider it neces,sar\ that further materials should be calle(> for from 
the Corporation 'i 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Tlie\ held discussions on this matter and it is now under tlie (‘onsidera- 
tion of the ( lovei n merit . 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: M\ (]nesiion was whether the 
Hon’ble Minister consider it necessarv that further information should 
be asked for from the Corporation <»n the report submitted by them* 
two technical advisers that the scheme should not he approved ? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already said that the matter is under ihe consideration of 
Government, 

Mr. SANTO^H KUMAR BA8U: M\ specific ipiestion is 
a fre.sh opportunity would* be jfiven to the ('orporalion to have their 
gay on the report .submitted by the two technical advisiTs of 
Government 

. The HonWNawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

yes. 
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R&tio of posts held by various oofnmttnities iti the Appefiate Sic^, 
High Court. 

ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
•Lar/jce of the Jndioial and T>egislative department he pleased to state 
he number existin^r at present of the Murdim and Scheduled Castes 
luluried and e^ra typfsts in the Court on tbe^'Aivix^llate Side as 

om pared witli other communities? * 

(h) What has been the basis for such appointments? 

« 

(c) 'What steps, if any, do the GovernnieVit propose to take for the 
ppointment of more Muslims in those services? 

t « ^ ‘ 

The Hofi’ble Nawab .MUSHARRUFF HOBAIN, Khan Bahadur; 

n) By the courtesy oi the ITon’ble Chief Justice I am able to state as 


follows ; — ‘ ‘ * 

Total number of salaried typists ... 5 

Number of Muslims Nil. 

Number of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil. 

Total number of extra typists ... 37 

, Numl>er of Muslims ® ... 5 

Numln'r of Scheduled Castes members ... Nil. 


ih) Becruitment to ]X)8ts of extra tyiusts is by open competition in 
ty|>ewritin^ amon^ j)ersons who are at least matriculates and due 
regard is paid to communal rei>re8entation. 

Most of the exist injj: men, however, were recruited long ago when 
there w'ere no tests and when the principle of fommunal representa- 
tion had not been introduced. Becruitment to fwsts of salaried typists 
is ordinarily by ])romotion from extra typists regard being had to 
seniority and efficiency. 

(c) These appointments are in the hands of the Hon’ble Chief Justice 
under the provisions of .section 242, of the Government of India Act, 
and he has fixed the percentage at 45 per cent, for the Muslims in these 
posts, for future recruitments, 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS; Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that a good nunil>er of matriculate typists are 
available from the Scheduled Castes and if appointments have been 
ina^ on population or communal basis, why no member from the 
Scheduled Castes has been recruited? 
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193 ^.] 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afrniti, this qiiestil>n ilo«»s not arise, because 
tb«* original question *asks . f(fr information on statistical points. Tlie 
administrative control is in the IuwkI.n of- the llon’ble ('hief Justice, and, 
as such, why^a particular thing i?. done qr not done is a matter wlpch 
cannot be the subject-iiatter of this question. 

Mr. RASiK 4.AL BilSWAS^ , Total ^ numlKT of 

extra typists *3^, w numWr of ^Muslims. 5 srel 

Mr, SPEAKER: • That'qyestion does not arist*. 

Expenditure on aceount^of ipidwives and nurses in towns of Bengal^ 

*349. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will^thc Hon b)e Miniver 
in charge of the Ibiblif* Health l)t‘j>artnient be pleased to state what 
sum ol mone\ is s}>ent 4)y tlu‘ (ioveinment artd the Mnnpapablv sepa- 
rately every year for maintaining midvsivi's and ihirse'^ in the town area, 
of Bengal? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Kx^Hmliture imuiud hv 

Government in 1937 was Its. 4dri,39S. 

• 

Approximately a sum of Tis. (19,001) is s|>ent every year by tite ifuni- 
cipalities (excluding ('alcutta). 

The Cor|x>ration of ('alcutta .spend.s approximately a sum of rupees 
two lakhs every year for Maternity and (’hild Welfare Work in the city 
which include.s maintenance of iiur.ses and midwives. Seimrate figures 
for nurses and midwive.s are not available. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wi II the Hoii’hle Miinster be 
pleased to .state what amount out of Hs. 4,9*J,3!)H N|»eiit on midwivea 
and nurses is spent for giving stipends tf> aj>prentice nurses? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Miniater 
pleased to state jyhether (Tovernment are considering tlie desirabiliJ^’' - 
of increasing the expenditifre for apprentice nurses, so that Indian 
women may be encouraged to take up nursing as their raeans of liveli- 
hood ? 


* The Hon’ble Mre TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 
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PromMioa of SchoduM ^ Castes officers. of Edimtion Department. 

•aSO. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: *a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chal^ oi the Education Department be pleased to state — 

« 

(t) whether there has been any promotion of Scheduled Castes 
officjers with the posts noj^ held* by them in the Education 
Department; and • • , 

{?/) whether there is any Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal 
Educational Service or in the Subdivisional Inspector.s’ grade 
of the Sul>ordinate Educational *S%rvice? 

(h) tf there is none, w'ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to con- 
tider the desirability .of ajvpojnting. Scheduled (Pastes officer in the 
Bengal Educational Service either by promotion from those already 
flerving in the sulKjrdinate service or by new recruitment? 

< ^ < 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bte Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (u) (/i No. 

(ii) There is one Scheduled Castes officer in the Bengal Educational 
Service but none in the Su Mi visional Inspectors’ grade. 

(/;) The claims oi Scheduled ('a.stes* candidates i>osseasing requisite 
qualifications to ap|>ointinents of all grades will be carefully considered 
w’hen vacancies occur. 


Bench and Court in Madhabpur Union Board, Tippera. 

•351. Mr. A8IMUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Ta‘gislative Dtqiartment M pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a i>etition has Men submitted by the people 
of No. I Madhab])ur Union Board, police-station Burichang in the 
district of Tip]x»ra, to the District Magistrate on the 12th February, 
1939, to the effect that Bench and Court are not necessary in the said 
Fnion Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to make an enquiry into the matter Mfore the said 
Board is invested with Bench and Court jx)W’er8? 

The Hon’blo Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(d) No such petition has been received by the District Magistrate, 
Tipj)era. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Mr. SHAHEDALIS ^ill the Hoii’ble Minister be pieced' t 4 :) state 
wteiher the people of the Madhabpiir I’niou submitted another petition 
through ihe local M.L.A.y' * 

The Hofi’ble Hawib MUIHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

I am not aware of it. 

Hn SHAHEDAll: Will the Hon hie Mit^^ter he pleased to state 
if he is aware that alter suhiniitiug a petition when the people 
approached the District Magistrate he sai<l that he had receded such 
a ])ct ition and was ('onsidA-niig it?* * 

• 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware »»f an\ such^petition. • 


Malda District Board Election. 

*352. Mr. ATUL*CHANDRA KUMAr’: Will * fh.i* non’ble 

Minister in charge ot the l.o('al St*lf-( io\crnment IK'partment l>e pleased 
to state wl|^ni the ^cNt election c.f the Malda Distiict ItrKiid will take 
place ? 

(h) Whether the delimitations of constitueneieH passed hv the District 
Ihmrd liavc Ik'cii ajijirovcdP ^ • 

(r) T\’heth(‘r vole will 1 m» by ballot or open 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

{a) Shortly Ixdore the expiry of the term of otfo e of the memhers of the 
present Ihiaid on the l«t S('pt(‘Tnber. HtJO. 

{Ij) No. The jirojio.sals ija\e not \ct been siibmilted to ( io\ errimeiit. 
ir) The voting will he by ballot. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on ihe table) 

Major repair works for roads and buildings in Calcutta Division. 

132. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cha^e of the ('ominunications and Works Depart men 
pleased to lay on the tablt^ a stiitemerit showing for the years ]9t37-38 
and 1938^-1 

(f) all major repair works for roads and buildings in the three 
• Calcutta Divisions; the tenders for which were acceptec^ at 

some percentage less than the estimated amount: and 
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(it) the works executed during the said two financial years show- 
ing— 

« 

'r(l) the estimated aipount for the works, 

(2) the names of the contractors, 

(3) less percentage at which the repair works were given, 

(4) total expen*diture incurred on the works, 

, (5) the amount, if any, saved by Government due to the 

work being given at a less percentage, and 

(6) number of supplementary tiuidors, if any, accepted for 
the works? 

{})) Were any suppleitientary tenders accepted at a jiercentage less 
than the estimated amohnt? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Alinister be [)lea8ed to state the reason for the 
supplementary tenders?* 

The Hon*ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) and {h) The information desired by the hon'ble member cannot be 
supplied without the engagement of additional staff, expenditure on 
which I cannot recommend to this House. 

(c) A supplementary tender is necessaiy when work has to be done 
which was not foreseen when the main tender was accepted. 


Flood ifi the northern part of Bakarganj. 

133. 8rijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: {a) Is the Honhle 
Minister in charge of the Itevenue Department aware — 

(z) that owing to flood in September and October last, tj^e 
northern part of Bakarganj is in distress; and 

(n) that the Nazirpur thana in the Pirojpur subdivision was one 
of the affected areas? 

— - {h) If so. will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to st^te what steps, if 
any, have the Government taken to alleviate the sufferings of the people 
of Nazirpur thana in the shape of — 

(i) gratuitous relief ; 

' (iV) test relief work ; and 

(Hi) agricultural 
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• (c) Is the Hon’bl^ Minister aware — 

(i) that almost all the riversVf the Pirojpur subdivision have silted 
up; and • •* 

(ti) that floods in that ar«a are of annual oreurrence? 

(d) If the ansM'er to (r) is iij the affirmative, do t^e Government 
proper® to take ste^ia^for preventing recurrenee^f flood in that area? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Yes. 

(b) The following* amounts have been distributed: — 

(0 gratuitous ’relief RB.• 1 ,L ^')04 
(m) test works Rs. 1,500; and 

(m) agricultural loan Rs. 11,700. 

(r) (t) Four khalx out, of many in Pirojpur subdivision hre reported to 
be in a silled up condition, 

(li) A Idfal Hiiiaf! area of 10 sciuare miles is affecteil by floods due to 
the silted up condition of drainage khals. 

(d) A scheme is under investigation. ^ 

• • 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH 0A8 CUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be plea.Hed to state whether the frrutuitoiis relief of Hs. 1 wag paid 
out of the (iorerniiient fund oi from the Suiiitarv liiiproveinent Fund? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: From (io\ernmeut 
fund. 

• 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to let ii.s know whether the money wav .spent from the 
Go^ernftieiit Fund or from a fund raised by a local relief committee 
under the leadership of the Subdi visional Officer?' 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 Mieve the 
money was spent Jrom the (iovernment Fund. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Min ister be 
pleased to state the place or places where the te.st work was done? 

* 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I agk for notice. 

• • 
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Differantiar treatment to olerka with regird to easual leave in Seore> 
tariat and attatAwilt offloas. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charffe of the Finance Department aware that casual leave is granted 
to Government servants — 

(i) in the Secretariat proper for 15 days; and' ' ' » 

(u) in the offices of the heads of departments and attached office® 
for 10 days? 

{h) If the answer t-o ia) is in the affirmative, what are. the reasons for 
the ditfereutial treatment? • 

«, , , • ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. HALINI RANJAN BARKER: {a) Yes, under 
orders passed in 1910, prior to which as many as 20 days’ casual leave 
was allowed in the Secretariat. * 

(//) Because it was, held that ministerial officers in the Secretariat 
were required, as a class, to attend office on gazetted holidays much 
more than other ministerial officers, and because 15 days was allowed 
in the Government of India Secretariat. 


Bu^ fares in certain Mufassal areas. 

135. Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in char^'e of the Home (Police) Dejiartment be pleased to state 
in a tabular form the lengths of — 

(?) Pabna-lshurdi tarmucadamiM*d road; 

(n) Nator-Rajshahi ; 

{iii) rhuadan^'-a-Mchcr])ur District Board Road; 

{iv) Hili-Balurghat ; 

• (n) Majdia-Klialispur; and 

(r?) Chuadanpa-Jbenidah District Board roads and the bus, fares of 
all these roads both for classes, I, II and III? 

(5) Will the Hoirble Minister be pb‘ascd to state the rates of freight 
of different goods charged in the Pabna and Balurghat out-agency by 
motor services? 

(c) Whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the Pabna-lshurdi Road is at present in an improved condi- 
tion; and 

‘ (ii) that consumption of mobil oil and petrol by the motor vehicles 
and their wear and tear are now less? 
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(d) If the answers to (c) are in the affirmative, what steps do the 
Gkfyernment propose Jto take* for the reduction of passenger fares and 
freights on goods charged by th^ proprietors of motor vehicles plying 
on the Pabna-Ishurdi Road? 

The Hofi’Me Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. * 

(h) The freigl^t ^barged on ^ods in Italurjrbat ouf-agency is two 
annas per maund on all goods except furniture which is four annas per 
maund. 

Two lists showing the freights charged on different goods ir^ the 
Pabna out-ag§ncy are laid* on the table. • 

(c) (t) Yes. 

(n) Slightly. 

(d) Freights on goods an‘ fixed by the Railway administration. 

Reduction would make the fares uneconomic and would lead to ineffi- 
cient service.* * , 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) U) unJtarred question No. 135. 


• • 


Bus fares. 

Roads. 

Length. 

• 

Ist 

class. 

‘ 2nd 

elasH. 

3pl 
• class. 


Miles. 

Rs. a. 

Kh. a. 

Ks. a. 

(i) Pabna-Islnirdi Tarinacada- 
miscyj Road. 

17i 

{) 12 

0 8 

Nil 

(ti) Nator-Rajshahi R^l . . 

28 

1 0 

0 12 

1 0 10 

{Hi) Chuadanga-Mehorj)ur 
District Board Itoad. 

18 

As. 12 per single journey and 
lU*. 1 *4 for return journey for all 
the classt^H 




' 0 11 

0 1(1 

0 8 

for single 

(ir) Hili-Balurghat Roa^l 

• 

• 

16 


i ' * 

1 

1 3 

• 

journey. 

0 14 
for return 
joum^. 

(v) Majdia>Khalispur Road 

15 

0 1L3 

0 9-6 

i) IS 

(tn) Chuadanga-Jhenidah 

• District Board Road. 

• 

22 

6 10 

for all the classes. 

% 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) to unstarred question No. 136 
showing the freight charged on goods frorn^ Pobna to Ishurdi and vice versa. 

, ’ f 

‘List of commodities. t Per 

maund. 


1. Salt 

2. Grain, pulses, seeds common and turmeric 

3. Pi^cegoods, twist and yam cotton 

<1. Canister tin sheets . . . , 

6. Diesel oil 

6. Cocoanut oil . . 

7. Coir ro|)e, string or yam 

8. Paper and pulp board 

9. Empty cask 

10. Cement 

11. Soda ash 

12. Iron and steel division “B” 


Ab. p. 

. 2 0 

. 2 0 

. 2 § above 120 

maunds. 

. 2 6 

. 2 6 

3 0 
. 3 0 

.^3 0 
. 3 0 

. 3 0 

. 3 0 

. 3 0 


List of commodities. ‘ Per 

maund. 

As. p. 

13. Hour .. .. ..3 0 

14. Coal-tar .. .. ..3 0 

16. Bleaching powder . , . . ..30 

16. Stationery and oilmen stores . . . . 4 0 

17. Jute . . . . . . 1 10 

18. * Other miscellaneous goods 


^4 0 
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SiffUfMni referred to in the rtpltf, to clause (6) to unstarred question ifo, ‘13S shotom 
ing the combined freights charg^ on different classes of goods from Calcutta 
to PaJbna oui-agency tna Ishurdi and vice yersa. ^ 

• Freight per maimd 

from Calcutta (Seal- 
dah, Nimtola, Cosai- 
port Road, Chitpur- 
Ultadanga, Kidder- 

List of commodities. jH)re Dock) Budge- 

Budge ant^Chapai- 
Nawahgaiij to Ijabna 
out‘agenc}^vta 
Ishurdi. 



• 

Rs 

a. 

P- 

1. 

Piecegoods, cloth, yam and cut picct's of cloth, etc. 

0 

9 

0 

2. 

• 

Bctcdnut • . . • 1 

0 

8 

6 

3. 

Salt (ori cxwediiig 120 inannd.s from Chitpur Ghat 
tt) Pahna out-agency). * 

• 0 

*4 

0 

4. 

Ooir-ro^e, thicl%ro[>e, etc. 

0 

(\ 

6 

6. 

Match-boxes 

0 

12 

6 

6. 

Paste hoard 

0 

7 

0 

7. 

• 

PUIJKT 

0 

; 

()• 

8. 

Diesel oil (Budge-Budge to Pahna o\it-agency) 

9 

6 

0 

9. 

Empty drums of Diesel oil (Pahna U) Budge-Budge 
and (-alcutta). 

0 

r> 

3 

10. 

Oment ((-alcutta to Pahna out-agency) 

0 

6 

2 

11. 

Soda (Calcutta to Pahna out-agency) 

0 

6 

2 

12. 

Hardware, c.g., joists, tees, nails, pans, iron nets, 
etc. (Calcutta t<» Pahna out-agency). 

0 

7 

0 

13. 

Flour (Calcutta to Pahna out-agency) 

0 

6 

8 

14, 

C(jal-tar (Calcutta to Pahna out-agency) 

0 

6 

8 

16. 

Stationery articles (Calcutta to Pahna out-agency) 

0 

11 

3 

16. 

Scented oil and Uulet goods (oilman stores) (Cal- 
cutta to Pahna out-agency). 

0 

11 

3 

17. 

Rice (from Chapai-Nawabganj to Pahna out- 
agency on Exceeding 3<^p raaunds). 

0 

• 

3 

3 

18. 

Jute — 





Drum 1 maund 

0 

7 

11 

• 

maund Wle 

0 

10 

0 


maund bale 

1 

7 

5 
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GaiMiiig Mfithifi Pakundia polioa-sUtioiiy Myinentlnglii 

136f Mauivi MD. I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tfte^Hoiiie (Police) Department aware — ^ 

< 

(t) that gambling has been going on at Pakundia and Mathkhola 
bazi^rs (police-station Pakpndia, Myraensingh) for a long 
time ; and • * * ‘ < 

(n) that representations (by the local M.L.As. and others) were 
made to tlie proper authorities t(» stop the gambling in the 
• said area? * 

(b) If the answer to (a) Hi) is in the affirmative,, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what actfon, if any, has been taken on the 
matter ? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that since then* gamhling has been exlended to Kaliachapra, 
Kodalia and TTossaindi bazars; and 

* <• 

(n) that gambling go(\s on at Pakundia in a plaf'e 300 yards off from 
the J^akiindia poli»‘t‘-station oilice and ai about 300 yards 
away from, the f)oIice outpost t’n the Mathkhola bazar? 

♦ 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Pengal 
Public (Gambling Act of 1807 is in force in the said area? It not. why 
not? 

(e) Do the (tovernmeut contemplate extension of tliis Act throughout 
the area ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) ii) No 

(iV) A represtnitution was made by Mauivi Muhammad Israil, M.i a. 

(b) and (c) An eni|uirv was made with regard to gambling at Kbdaira, 
Kaliuchapra, Hossaindi, Pakundia and Mathkhola. As a result of the 
enquiry it appears that at KcMbilia there was [)reviously gambling but 
none at present At Kalijiehapra gambling wins detected but steps to 
prevent it have been taken. At Hosvsaindi there was previously gambling 
buf it is iKu; st(q)ped, as is also the case at Pakundia? At Mathkhola 
there was gambling a year ago but none at present. 

{d) The (Gambling Act is in force at Mathkhola, Pakundia and 
Kaliachapra. 

(«) The question of extension is under consideration. 
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, Leper (meggers in Calcutta. 

137. Mr. ABUL H08BAIN AHMED: (a) U ihe ITou'ble Minister 
in charg’e of the Loca^ Self-Government* Department aware fliat#tliere 
is an influx of leper bejr^ars fK)m outside into the city of ('aleuttaP 

ih) If the answer to {a) 4s in ihe afhnnative what steps, if any, have 
the Government takgn or do t}ie\* intend takinjJ to prefent infe<‘iionP 

m* Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Yes. 

» 

(h) In the Rotary Club of Calcutta approached Govern^n^nt 

with a scheme Jor dealing’ w*ith the problem of beggars, inclu<lin/S: leper 
beggars, in Calcutta in all its aspects and, the matter was referred to 
the Corporation •of Calcutta for their opinion. The views of thg 
Corporation liave been received and the ^natter is under ihe considera- 
tion of Government. 

• 

Post Of Dirootor of Land Reoiprds. 

138. MfUlvi MQ. ABDUS SHAHEED: ia) Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the District Revi- 
sional Settlements liave hem stopped P 

(h) If the answer to {a) i?* in the aftirmativi*, will the Hoji'ble 
Minister he jdeased to state tlie r<*as(»ns — • 

(i) for maintaining the posts of Director of I/and Records und hi» 
stuft ; and 

(u) for appointing a whole-time liund Revenue Settlement OllicerP 

(r) Is the Ilon’hle Minister aware that alluvion and deiuvion 
enquiries are now' annually made by the C(dle<'tors un<l alnitemmls of 
rents are allowed P * 

(d) Are the (jovtTnment considering the dcsirahility ot amalgamat- 
ing the ix)st of hand Revenue Settlement (Mlicer with that of Director 

of liUnd Records P 

• • 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: in) Government 
have still under consideration the quest i(»n of taking up Kcvisional 
Settlements on the completion of the major settlement programme w^hich 
is now in sight. 

(h) Does not arise. • 

(c) Y'es, but only in estates under direct management of Govern- 
ment. 

• (d) Not yet, 6ut the suggestion will receive due consideration at^he 
appropriate time. 
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[18th AraiL, 


Riot in Cotsipore during “Holi festival". 

4 

139. Srijut NARENDRA NATH bA8 CUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
ohar^fe of the Holiie Department aware — 

(/) that when the Hindus were fierforminjf the “Chanchar’’ 
cereinoiiy of the //o/i festival jirst near tjie junction of the 
(-o8si]>ore Itoj^rl ami (hui *^Foun(lry IU}a(l at 12 p^,m. on 
Sunday ni^?‘ht, olh March, 19d9, under the protection ’of the 
police they were suddenly attacked by Muhammadans with 
brickbats from a mosque close by which wounded many 
Hindus as well as many policemen including the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police; 

^ (f?) that this action on the part, of Muhammadan hooligans caused 

breach of pi'iice and riot in that quarter; 

(?/?') that Hindus se< ured police licence and police help apprehending 
trouble; 

(?n) that in spiu* of the riot and interference with the religious rites 
of the Hindus no search was made insidi* the mosque; 

(r) that a large number fd Muhammadans werV collected; but 

(r/) that practii-ally no ario.si <d tlu'se offenders has been made? 

(h) Will the Hou'ble MiniNter lx* pleased to state the number of 
arrests lUade in this coniu'ction (d (1) Hindus and (2) Muhammadans? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: In the imblic interest I 
do not ('onsider it advisable to reply at this Juncture to the (luestions 
asked by the hon’ble member. If the lion’ble member desires to ask 
his ()in‘stion at a later <lute I should be happy to sujiply the information. 
In connection with these question> I would like to point out that the 
local Hi ndus and Muhammadans are entirely satisfied with the police 
and have no grie\anee against them. There was a meeting of the 
electi'd rejiresenlatives of the Hindus and Muhammadans <d‘ the Chitpore 
and Cossipore area for the settlement of communal disjiutes on the 
afternoon of the 21st. A settlement was reached and at the tomivia- 
tion of the meeting Ixith parties ununimouslN expressed their thanks to 
the police for ably handling a very diflieult situation to Hie satisfaction 
of all. .Taynarayan Singh, a leader of the Hindu group, also proposed 
that there should \w a general meeting of the Hindus and Muham- 
madans in order to express their congratulations and thanks to the local 
police for their commendable work. 

(Heatest credit is due to the Commissioner of Police and to all 
ranks id the Calcutta Police for the manner in which they localised the 
trouble that occurred in the Cossipore and Chitpore ai'ea and succeeded 
in preventing it spreading throughout Calcutta. 



QUESTIONS. 


43 


SJ» NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA* Is ihe Iloirble Minister 
aware that the Hindus were cf>€rced to a oonipromise hv MujEufFar 
Hossain of Chitpur thana, by hk indiscriminate arrest of the Hindus 
of the locality and secondly by assaulting the Hindus in tIm^*lociJity 
specially in Taranath Dutt Street and thirdly also by threatening the 
arrest of Jui Narain Singh, ofle of the local influential Hindus H 

The Hon'ble l^hllfaja Sir NAtiMUDDIN; the answers are there 
and tfiese suggestions are most improper. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Does tlie HoiThle Minister 
think that thejaction of the^Police (Mficer there was ver\ piiiper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is. a majter of o])inioi^. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U : if this is IF question of opinion, 
file Hon ble Minister s^re]d\ , viz., the (|fiestions are most improj)er, is 
also a matter of ojiinion. hetiier tlie (jue'stions are 5nproper it is 
not for the Hon’ble Minister to say If the Home Minister thinks that 
these questyms arc^ iinpntpei', he should draw’ the attention of the 
Speaker and not arrogate to himself tlie function of tli<* S])eaker, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ha.^u, j»eing an acute lawyer, shonl (1 know' the 
diftereiKic lK‘tw'een the e^])re‘'Sl()n^ “tin* (jU(*Ntions are inijiroyio ”*and 
*‘the suggestions are iinprojier*'. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: ill tin* llon'ble .Minister be 
pleased to state if the issues that have lM‘en raised will be thoroughly 
enquired into and the Hon'lile Minister will ‘'Uppl.\ us definite informa- 
tion regarding the charges whether they aie proper or imjiroper!'' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As ] ha\e s;,id 1 am ready 

to answer all questions at a later stage if the\ like 

* • » 

Conciliation officers for labour disputes in Bengal. 

140. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (a) Will the Hon’bic Minist(*r in 
charge of the Commerce and T/abour Department In* plea.scd to at ate 
whether there ar# any concjliation offieer.s in llengal to s«*ttlc lalaTur 
disputes between tlie em])loyer.s and employees? 

{b) If so, what are their functions? 

(c) How' mati'si lalwur disjnites have they settled in 19‘18? 

(d) What was tBe number of labour disfmtes in Bengal in 1938 P 
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The. Hon’IHe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes: the Labour 
Commissioner and the Assistant labour Commissioner were appointed 
conciliation officers within the Provirfce in July 1938. 

(f^) They are to mediate ki or promote the settlement of trade 
disputes. ^ * 

(c) Since their appointment they intervened to promote a settlement 

in 14 cases in»/olving <jtoppa^re of wtrk and they whre successful in 7 
of them. The LalK)ur Office also disposed of 153 case^ of minor disputes 
broufi^ht to our nothe not involvinpr stoppapfe of work. In 42 of these 
cases ti.e result was siKMessful, another 42 cases were excluded, 17 
trarfsf^^rred to other departments and in th^ remaining 52 cases the 
result was not in favour of tin* workers, ^he conciliathm officers kept 
themsefves in touch witli all disputes, and intervened whenever found 
Vossible. * ^ * 

(d) Idiere were in all' 158 disputes involvinjo^ stoppapfe of work during' 
1938, l)esid(‘s the Ibd*" cases mentioned f)f minor disputes not involving 
8toppag<‘ of work during the period April to December, 1938. 

Mr. 8URENDRA SATH BISWAS: AVill the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to give us tlie names of the .seven eases w li^ere intervention was 
successful Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I want notice. 

s 

tj * 

Recommendations of the Chairmen, District Boards’ Conference, 1938. 

141. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; in) Will the Hon’bhe 
Minister in charge of the Ivoc'al S<*lf-( fovtu’iinn'iit Department be 
pleased to lay on the Library table a copy of tlie proctu'dings of the 
Conference of the (liairmen. District Hoards, lo'ld in November, 1938? 

(If) Have any of the recommendations of the said conference Iwen 
given etfeei to? 

(o') If the answer to (5) is in the negative, or partly in the negative, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be ]d(‘ased to state which of those recom- 
mendations have not yet b»‘en aeceptcul, giving reasons tUereof?^ „ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The (h'tailed procetulings of the e(mferenci‘ which are of a lengthy 
character liave not yet been juinted. A statement giving a summary 
of the recummeudations of the eouferenee is j>laeed on the Library 
Thh rt'eommendatioiis are receiving, the consideration of (lovern- 
meiit in the various dej)artim*nts. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It appears from the statement 
lafd on the library table that one of the recomfnendations of the 
Conference was to have a Selection Committee consisting of tbe 
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* 

1939 .] 

District Magistrate, the Chairman of the District lionin) and th« 
District Lngineer. Will tiie Hon hie Minister lie pleased to state why 
effect to this recommendation was not givens 

. • •• •• 
The Hon’ble Nawab Khe^aJa HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca; 

We have not considered the whole report as yet. 

* • 

Ofm of Muhammadan Marriage Registrar at Talgaon, Daoca. 

142. Mr. TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (ot Will the^lfo^ hie 

Minister in charge of the •Kducat ion (K<‘gist ration ) Department lie 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the t)Jfhi-e of the Muluunmadun 
Marriage KegiNtnw* of Tajgaon \uthin Sadar suhdivision of Dacca, was 
opened at Deinra about H) niiles a\\a\ tin* said polic««-station un^ 

about 20 niiles awav from tlie \\e»^tcI•n extrenntN of the jurisdiction of 
the said police-station and To per cent, yf jicrsoiis havt' to pass through 
Dacca city to go to tile Muhaniinadnn Marmago Hi*giHtj'ar’s OHii’e at 
Demra? • 

{()) If the answer to <oi is in the afhriuatiNe, do the (Joverniuent 
propose to remove tln^ iiiconvetiimice of the peoph* of Tajgaon!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Dn^tln* repr(‘sentation of 
tin' jie^ple of ])(dic(‘-station ^I*aj^aon, which was included within the 
jurisdiction of the Muhammadan Registrar of daydehpur till the end 
of last year, a separate Marriage, Registration Office with headquarters 
at Denna, as wanted by the people of tin* thickly-piqmluted area of tlnit 
police-station supjiorti'd by the recommendation of the Inspector of 
Registration Offices and the District Registrar, was opcnc'd in January, 
19‘19. More than three-fourths of the area of poliee-stiition Tajgaon 
lying to the north is covered by jung^le and is not habit abb*. Demra is 
the centre of a thiekl} -populated arva. The* figui«‘s of registration of 
maniages and divorc'es of tliis thana during the* years Ill-'U) and 
were fid and 180 respect ivelv. 'Fhc Inspcctor-Ocncrul of Rc'gistration 
Irjjis by eii re<iuested to consiclm in consultation witli llie District 
Registrar, the advisability of the Marriage Registrar bolding offiee at a 
convenient [iluce in the .south-we'-ter n jiart of the area on specific days 
each week to afford greatc*r fa<*iliti(*s to the* peojde of that Icjcality. 


D/»oa-AriGha Road. 

143. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY {a) Will the Hon b 
charge^ of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
'state whether the povemment have come to a decision alrout the Dr^c’a- 
Aricha Road? 
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(b) If gfk, what is the decision? . ^ ^ ♦ 

(c) If the decision is for the oonsttuction of the road, when do the 
Governir^ent i)ropose to undertake it? 

(dj If the decision is a^^ainst the construction, will the Hon’ble 
Minister Ik* pleased to state the reasons for the same? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRISCHANdra NANDX, ef Coeaiiiibazar: 

It has l>een decided 1o ascertain the views of the Provincial Board of 
Communications and if they advise accordingly to move the Govern- 
ment of^ndia to sanction the execution of the project at the cost of the 
Road Development Fund. • ^ 

# 

Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
state how loii^f it w'lll take Mo ascertain the views of the Provincial 
Board of Communication? 

4 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Coesimbazar: 

I think it will be placed before the Board in the next month. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Iloii’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the matter was referred to the Pro- 
vincial B(»ar(l of Communication at a previous meeting and a portion 
of thp road has already been approved of? 

c 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

I believe the matter was di.sens.sed at a meeting' of the Board. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the S])ecial Gtticer has recommended the 
consIriK'tion ot I.-'iUM miles of nuni and has given a lot) yeais’ plan 
for that ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Road construction projects taken up in Mymensifigh. 

144. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOUDHURY: (a) Will 

the ITon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(/) whal projects of road construction approved by the Provincial 
Board of (’omraiinications since the inception of the said 
Board were taken up by the Government in the district of 
Mymensingb ; and 

\i{) what progros. if any, has lieen made in each instance during 
each of the last two years? 
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^h) Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the full 
amount of Rs. 1,74,0(10 as' conteniplated under the scheme in regard 
to Tangail-Mymensingb Road (set'ond 5 years' programme) was spent 
in 1938? ^ ^ 

The Hon'ble Maharaja ShTschandra HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (i) The Tangail-Myniens^ngli Road. ^ ^ 

Th^ Scheme has*bA‘n taken up in parts. The first was the (‘oustnic- 
lion of bridges between Mymensingli and Kalihati which work was com- 
jdeted in 1930-37 at a cost of Rs. 3,t!‘J,l)00. 'PIm* sccoihI portion Avas on 
biidge construction betw^eeji Kalihati and Tangail, and tht^ third fttep 
was the improvement oi the road surface between Muktagachn and 
Tangail. 

(it) The construction of bridges^oii tin; s(‘ctioij» bet ween Kalihati and* 
Tangtul was started in 1938-39, and the work ij» in progress. I.ikew'ise 
the [Kfction of the scheme ior improving tin* roa<4 surface was started 
from Muktagacha and ^•ontinued towards' (la^dali. This w’ork is also 
in progress . ^ * 

(b) The exf>enditur(^ in the \ear 1938-3J1 on the two works mentioned 
under («) (/?^ above*is e\p<*( te(i to b<‘ just over Rs. 2 lakhs. 


Shifting of court of Commissioner, Workmen’s Compensetion. 

t • ^ 

145. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: m) Will the llon'hle ^Afinister 
in charge of the Lahoiu Department he pleased to state whether (iov- 
eriiment contem])late sliifting the coiirt of th(* ('ommissioner, Workmen’s 
Compensation, from its fjresent site t<> certain rooiuR on the second floor 
of the Mitter’s Building on I, yon's Range? 

(/;) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, have the (to\ernment 
consideied the (juestion of inconvenience to the injured urjikers having 
recourse to the said ctiurt before (oming to their decision? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(?) the puriKKse for wTiich the (fovcrnment intend to titilisc the 
* rooms when vacated hy the court; and 
(if) the arrangements made for the awoiniufMlation of privy, urinal 
and tiffin for the workers for compensation and wages cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Yes, the court w as 
removed to the building in question on the 22nd March 19*f9. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) (?) Owing to the expansion of the dei>artinents and offices housinl 
in. the Writers’ Btiildings, Government apffointed an Accommodati^on 
Committee. The cofirt was removed to its present location in pursuance 
of the Committee’s recommendation. 
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{ii) T igiderstaod that complaints have been made that the court 
has no privy in Indian style and that the acconimodation provided for 
the public is not sufficient. The matter is receiving mv attention. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is tha/ Hon’tle Minister aware that 
in one case as many as 138 applicants appeared before the Court 
to-day ? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale if he is aware that in another case against the East Indian 
Railway, 150 applicants appeared before the Court to-day 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. H. 8. SbHRAWARDY: No; I am not aware of 
it. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANIERiIEE: Is the llon’^e Minister aware that 
one Abdur Rahman and another Mansur who came there in connection 
with a ca.se fainted on account of insufficiency of^. accommodation and 
had 'to be given first aid to-day!*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

I’o-day Y 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERiIEE: Yes. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS, ^ fro 

sral ^ enquiry 

The Hon’bte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; Yes, if you like. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE; The Hon’ble Minister has noi under- 
stooil my question (r) (?), because he has given quite a different 

answer. The (luestion is, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
the purpose for \\hich (Joverninent inU*nd to utilize the rooms when 
vacated b^ the court? The court was in the Writers’ Buildings. 
Tlffii has been vacated; for what purpose has it been done soP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It has been vacated 

owing to the expansion of the various departments and I take it that 
iht accommodation committee will in due course recommend which 
department will occupy the space so vacated. 



1939.] 


yUESTIOXS. 


4» 


Poet of Circle Offloei for Comille Sadar Cinle. 

148. Mauivi MD..HA8ANUZZAMA‘N: {„) Is the Hon ble' Miiister 

m charge of the Home Deiwwment aware that there is uo ('ircle Officer 
for the last 14 months in (Vmilla Sadar Circle in the liistrict of Tipjiera" • 

(6)^If the answt^ to ^a) is ifc the affirmutive, wilt the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that the Circle Officer, ]>ksham, 
has been placed in <harge of the entire Sadar circle in addition k) his 

own duties)" • 

# 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NA^IMUDDIN : 'I'lie honnuiuhie nieiiilMji' 

is referred to the answer driven on the '"th Ajuil. U> iiiji previoiiH 

question. No. on the same subject. 

a 

Reduction in the number of traffic police constables from point duty. 

147. Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: un Will the Hou’bie 

Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Ilepartinent be pleased to etato 
whether it is a fact that on the Tith and tith March. lOdJ), almost all the 
traffic pKilice constables in Cal^-utla were withdraw^-n from iKunt duty? 

{}/) tf 80 , what was the number of a<‘cidents on those dafbs? 

(r) If the answer to {h) is in the negative, will the HoiPble Minister 
l>e pleased to state wliether the (lovernment are eonsidering the desira- 
bility of reducing the ti umber of traffic constable.s from |H)int duty as 
a meu.^ure of economy ? 

u/) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ( fi) They were withdrawn 
on the Gth not on the oth. 

(h) The numfier of accidents on the 0th was dJ. 

*(c) ^o. 

id) No such reduction is |M>ftsible. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (h), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many of thesejjcci- 
dents were due to tfie absence of constables? * 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur IMOH AM MED ALI: Will the Hon’bie Minister^ be 

pleased to state what^ou an average, is the numjjer of street accidents? 
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The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. For this again 1 ask for 
notice*, but in this case may 1 point out that the suggestion is one which 
I clfd* not* expect the honouraWe member to make, lest there should be 
no traffic constables on duty? 

Appointment" Of Offlbor-in-ohaiSd, Covernmont Ipdjiistrial Museum. 

148. Mr. ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
char|;'e of the Industries Dejiartment }>e pleased to state — 

> ... > ^ 

{%) whether it is in the contemplatioil of (iovernn\ent to ai)point 

an officer as ()fficer-in-(‘harge, Bengal (iroveniment Industrial 

Museum ; , 

(u) if so, what has been fixed as tlie grade of j)ay of the post ; 

{ni) whether any sV](‘(‘ti(m has already I>een made; and 

(re) if so, \j’ho is the jierson selected and wli^t educational (pialitiwi- 
tion lias he had? 

{h) If the answer to {a) (in) is in the negative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the jK>st will be advertised? 

MINISTER in charge of the INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoir'ble ^flawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (o) (m Ves. 

(ii) Pay not ex(;eeding Its. 300. 

(in) No. 

(iv) Does not arise. 

{!)) It has not yet been decided as to how the post will be filled up. 
Pending apiH)intment of the Officer-in-charge, the ^larketing and Pub- 
licity Otticer of (he Industries Department is (arrying on the work in 
addition to his duties. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state ii it is a fact that this ]>ost of Officer-in-cliarge of 
Bengal Government Industrial Museum is not one of those deluded 
from the purview oi tfu* Piovincial Public Service ( Vimmission ? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I v;nT\not say oft'-hend. 

*•* i. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith icieie nee to answer (6), 
where he says that it has not yet been decided as to how the post will 
be filled up. will the Hon 'ble Minister be please^ to state whether 
thV Government will con.sider the desirability of , consulting the Pro- 
vincial Public Service Commission in regard to the appointment to 
this post? 
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• The Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahachirl of Dacca: 

Government do not consider it desiruhlc to consnlt the Public Service 
Commission. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAAYAL: Will the lion hie Minister be 
pleased to state wjiy Government do not consider it dcsiydde to consult 
the Provincial Public Service* (Vmunission ? , 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of^Daooa: 

Government are not prepared to irive an\ reasons. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On u point ot uidei, Sut It is 
a matter ot .serious. concern and one of privilejre. The lloirble Minister 
can refuse to give an answer only on tlA" ground that it is not in the 
public interest. If it is his sweet will to appoint whomsoever he likes 
as he has done in the past, it is a matter.for the criticism of this lloufw* 
and I submit, Sir, that*it is not within liini t<l sa\ that the Government 
are not prepared to give any reasons. • 

Mr. 8PDAKERf I think I might sa,\ that th«* onl\ ground on 
which Government, iind(M' an\ s\steni of parliamentaiy G(*v«*rnment, 
could decline to give an answer is that it i.s not in the interests of the 
public to do so and 1 hoja* that the lfon’bl<‘ Mini.?ter will kindlv k<*cp 
that in regard. After ali, this is onl\ a (piestion of noimun^ature. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government leel that (he de])artment it.self is (piite aide to appoint thi« 
officer without going to (he Pnbli<- Service Commission. 

Mr. BREAKER: There is a certain amount ot misapjo elnoisiDn in 
regard to this jioint. What Dr Sanyal wants t(» know is wTiether this 
post is a post which (Tovernimmt arc entitled t<» fill ui> without going 
to the Public Service Commission: otberwis** all these questions do 
not arise. The (piestion is whether (his pitst is a post which ought 
to be filled up by the Public Service CoinmisHion or not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : He lias ali<*ud> answereil that. 

Mr. 8PEAKEP : I am afraid, Naw'ab Sahih, all >our lyisu'eita^are 
wrong. In answ’er to ih) y«u say that it lias not yet be<'n <leeide(l as 
to how this post will he filled up and Government mnnot now definitely 
say that they will fill it up themselve'* 

' • 
Tlia Hdi’bfc KNWaia 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If that is so, then the 
other questions are al^^^o not in order. • 
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Mf» SPEAKER: I think that the 'Hpn’ble Sir Nazimuddiu' is 
under a misapprehension. The reashn why I allowed them is that 
eve« ^though the question of , how a particular appointment is to be 
filled up may not be decided, a particular post? may be filled u]) tem- 
porarily. * 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZtMUDDiN: ^^porary appoint- 
ments do not go to the Public Service Commission. That is obvious 
and everybody knows it. 

s 

Mi^e 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The Hon’ble Minister said 
“Govefnment are not prepared to give any reasons”. That certainly 
i\B not obvious. 


The Hon’ble Khwaje 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: We expect the mem- 
bers to know the procedure. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Mon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he wants to make the appointment temporary 
only to keej) the Public Service Commission out ol it.^ < 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question d(>es not arise. 

br. <NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miftister be 
pleaswl to state liow long the present incumbent, tlie Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries Department, has been holding the 
post of Officer-in-charge, Government Industrial Museum, and, if it 
is more than six months, whether it has ceased to be a temporary post 
in the definition of Government h 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Ilon'ble Minister has stated 
that ])endiug ap[»ointment of the Oflicer-in-charge, the Marketing and 
Publicity Officer of the Industries De{)artment is carrying on the work. 
How long has he been doing so? How long has the present incumbent 
been holding that post? 

The Han’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: He is not holding that 
pdsv.’ *' c 

Dr. NAIINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How long has he been carrying 
on that work? 

t ' ^ 

Th 0 Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaiiur, of Dacca: 

For about 2 or 3 months. 
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Of* HALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pl^d to state whether the .officer is given the same salary as that of 
the Marketing and Publicity Qfficer or is given any other salary 
different from that of his substantive post? 

Ths Hon’bio Nswftb Khweja HABIBULLAH Bnhaduff ot uspm« 

The same salary. 

a 

• • 

On’NALINAI^aA 8ANYAL: Notl.iufr’more:-' 

Th* Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, vfDaooa: 

No. 

• • 

Dft NALINAK8HA SANYALs Tie is gettinir Its. KHT more. 

Anglo-Indian and Muslim women representatives ^on the Bengal Board 
* of Censors.* 

149. Miss P. B. BELL-HART* (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of th^ Home^(Politieal ) Department be pleased to state whether 
Anglo-Iiulian^and Muslim women are represented on the Bengal Board 
of Censors? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is ii^tbe negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state w’hat are the reasons? • * 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that there is a varanev at present 
on the Bengal Board of Censors? 

(d) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
filling the same by an Anglo-Indian or Muslim woman? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) No 

{b) There are no special reasons. There are already two women on 
the Board. 

(c) There was a vacancy in the ,*%eat reserved for the Bengal Chamber 
of CJorniperce, but it has since been filled. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Paroentaga of Schadulad Castas in Covammant offlcaa. 

150. Mr. MONOMOHAll OA8s ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(j),the total, number and the names of all the departments under 
the Govesnment of Bengal; and * 
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(n) the total number of the employees serving under the Govem- 
toent in the various departments specifically mentioning ]the 
number of the Muhammadans’ Caste Hindus and the 
Scheduled Castes, department by department, and also 
district by district,* separately? , 

• 

(b) If the number of employees belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
is not proportionate to their population tasis, are the Government 
considering tlie desirability of fixing the percentAgS of the Soh<eduled 
Castes in tlje services of all the departments under the Government of 
Bengakso as to till up the quota of service of the Scheduled Castes 
within five years by appointing candidates from the Scheduled Castes? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) I regret that the 
jinformation asked for by the honourable member is not readily available 
and its compilation will entail a degree of labour and expense which I 
am not prepared to undertake. 

(h) The whole question of communal re])resentation in the services 
is under the ('onsideration of Government. ' 

Mft MONMOHAN DAS: In repl> to (|uestit^)u (a) it is said “1 
regret that the information asked for by the honourable inember is not 
readily available’ . 1 submit that I am really in need ot tlie infonna- 

tion. What is my remedy? 

« * 

Mr. Speaker: i am also very preatlv in ne»*d of it. but it does 
not arise here, (Laughter.) 

Appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors in 1937. 

151. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the ( o-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(?) the number of Co-operative Inspectors and Auditors appointed 
since 1937; 

(it) the number of — 

(1) Muhammadans, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes Hindus so appointed; 

(tit) Ihe names of the Scheduled Caste.s Inspectors and Auditors 
appointed showing the communities and the districts to 
which they belong to; and 

^ (tv) whether the appointment of Co-operative Inspectors and 
Auditors have been made on territorial basis? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) {\v) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^bla 
Minister be pleased to state whether the unit for such territorial baoia 
wLb a district or a division ? ' * 

{c) If the appointments were not made on territorial basis will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what basis were the>"*madtfP 

MINISTER in Gharge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT ami • 
RURAL IND^^JEDNESS ' DEPARTMENT ^the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): T he honourable member »h referred to 
the answers given to starred (jiiestious Nos. 2\H and -fOS at the eurrent 

session of the Assembly. * 

• 

Abolition of primary girls’ schools. 

• • 

• 

152. Mauivi MAPIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the llon'oo^ i^musier 

in charge of the Eilm ation l)(‘{w»rtment 4 »wai<‘ tliat cm the intiodiiction 
of the free primai\ scyoids under the New Scheme :n tlie Tiovince, ihe 
primary girls’ schools in the \illages are going, t(» h(‘ afKilishedy 

{h) Are the (io\ eminent c(.n<»<lenng tlu* desiral>ility ot making 
sejKirate arfangeniAit for the education of the Muslim gn Is ^ 

{() If the answer to {fi) is in the atHrmative. what sU'ps, il any, 

do the (nnernment piojxise taking in this matte? 'f 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ( n) It is not c<»M*ect to say 

that the girls’ schools wiW ht* aholislnnl. (hi the other hand, tln^s© 
schools may Ik* eligible for giants-in-aid if the\ satish the lules. In 
areas where the maintenaiiee of separate girls’ ,s( loads as required hy 
the rules l>ecomes imjHissilde, the Primary Kducation (^ommittei* have 
suggested co-education up to classes I ami II and arrangements for 
separate teaching of the girls in the higher <hisse>. This ie<*ommenda^ 
tiori will l>e duly considered hy (ioxernmeiit. 

(b) The arrangements referred to above wdll, when given effect to, 
apply to Muslim girls as w'ell. 

(r)*Does not arise. 

Nofi-Introdiiotion of free primary and adult education in oertaifi 

distriots. 

* 

158. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ hie Minister in charge 
of the Education Dei>urtment aware that fiee prinuny and adult educa^ 
tion has not yet bepn introduced in the remaining districts, i.e., Pahnu, 
Bogra, Rajshahi, ytc., with taxation even? ^ 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the afi&rmative, are the Government 
considerin^ir desirability to do so at an early date? 

(c) What are the reasons for the delay? 

The HoffMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HQQ: (a)' and {b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Silting up of the Amirgei^ khai. 

164. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Depiirtment aware — 

(i) that a canal j>opularly known as “Amirgunj khal" issiUMl from 
the Palardi river on the north of Torkey Bander under 
jnolice-station Gourandi in the district of Bakarganj had 
l>een^iill ver^’ recently serving the 1 wo'districts of Bakarganj 
and Faridinir Indh as a majoi waterway and a <irainage; 

{it) that the mouth of the said “Amirganj khaV\ has of , late become 
silled up affecting communication and health of the public 
in an urea of alamt loO scpiare miles; 

{tu) that the Cinde Officer, Mr. S. Ohakravarty, of Madaripur, dis- 
*trict Faridpur, noted on the Pith December, 1938, in his 
Infl}>ection Report of the Gojxilpur Union Bt)ard under jsdice- 
station Kalkini, district Faridpur, to the effect that owing 
to the silting up of the mouth of the ‘‘Amirganj khaV' both 
communication and drainage in the Unions of Kalkini 
([H>lice-Htatiun Kalkini, district Faridpur), Khanjapur 
(police-station Gourandi, district Bakarganj) and Gopalpur 
(lH>lice-sta1ion Kalkini, district Karidpni) had Wen seriously 
aff’ecte<l : and 

(tv) that the said Cinle Officer in his said lepnt suggested that 
the dredging of the mouth of the “Amirganj khaV by tjie 
Irrigation IX'partment was the only way by which not only 
the communication ami ilrainage ( ould be imj>roved but also 
the ravages of malaria and kala-azar prevailing in the 
bu'ality ('ould l>e considerably diminished? 

* 

(h) If the answeis to (o) are in the affirmative, has the Hon’ble 
Minister considered the desirability of undertaking as early as possible 
the dredging of the mouth of the said “Amirganj khuV? 

fc) If not, why not? 
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Hm’M* Mahan^a 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, a< Oaaaimbacar: 

(a) ^i) A khal known as “Amirganj kfuil" serves only 3 Unions, nauely, 
Gopnlpnr and Ealkini In Faridpur^ district and Ehanjajiur in Bakarganj 
district. 

* • * • 

(it) The khal has receutly been silled up, but this has not alftcted 
public health in any way. Th# area served by the khal does not exceed 
20 square miles. 

The*iiApection was iua<le on the 4th IX*('einl>er, 10118. 

(iv) Yes. 

(6) and (c) The C'irrle Officer has no technical knowledge of drJtin- 

age or of dredging. I have calle<l for an expression of exjiert opinion. 

« 

• • 

Agricultural loan and gratuitoi^ relief in deesore. 

155. Khan Bahadur' MAUL AN A AHMAD ALI ENAYATPURIs 

Will the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of the Itevenue ]>e|»artnient be 
pleased to lav on the table a statement showing for every thana of the 
Jessore district and ^or the jieriod ending dlst January, 1039 — 

(a) the number of receipts of agricultural loan and gratuitous 
relief ; and 

(h) 4he amount received by way of such loan and relief?^ • 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the Tdbrary table. 


Nominations for promotion of Sub-Deputy Collectors to posts of 
Deputy Collectors. 

15S. Mauivi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: (//) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the ITome lb' jrart merit be plensed to state whether 
any* nominations have been called for from the District Officiers for 
appointment as Deputy Collectors by promotion from tin* Sub- Deputy 
Collectors during the last three years? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, wdll *he Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government 
to consider the cases of thos^ officers who are likely to be age-barred? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
the question of age-bar? 

(d) If not, what |vre the reasons? 
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The Hofi’ble Khw^a Sir NAZIMUODIN: (a) Yet. 

ih) Do© 9 not arise. 

(c) and {d) There is no bar re/arardiEg the age at which an officer may 
be j)ioiiti 9 ted, provided that he has been recommended for promotion 
befoi^ reaching a certain age. Government consider the retention of 
this provision tends to ensure that officers recommended for promotion 
are in every way fitted to the duties which they will be called upon to 
perform in a new sphere. 


Adjountment motion. 

« 4 

Mr^ 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir, 1 have 'given noti(‘e of 
a motion that tlie business of the Assembly do now adjourn tt)r the 
purj)ose of discussing* a defikite mhtter of urgent pu))lif importance 
and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation arising out of the 
lion bb‘ tin* ( hiet Minister > presi<lent ial addiess at the Htuigal 
l^rovincial Muslim Leagu«‘ Session held in (’alcutta on (Stli A])iil 19d9 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 have got voui moiiob, but *1 understand 
there is also a short-notiee question, notire ot whi(h has been ^ivt*n by 
Mr. Kirau Sankar Uo\ So tar as this (juestion is com'eined, unles** 
a eppy of the whole' speech is before iLe, it is very difficult foi im* to 
decide itS to whether the motion is in order What I [uopose to do 
is to waiv(* the urgency of the mattei and to wait till an an^v\ei is 
given to the short -not ice question. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I have not got any repl\ to my 
short-notice question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Usual steps have been taken. The practice is 
that we must obtain the consent of the department concerned. I have 
aeiit the question to the department and am waiting to see whether 
Government will give their consent to answer the question. In y^ise 
the question is answeriMl some <»fficial information will In* available, and 
this will help me to decide whether the motion is in order. 


Mr* KIRAN SANKAR ROY: The Hon’ble the Home Minister is 
pr^Wut here, and 1 would ask him whether he is prepared to reply now. 

Th6 Khwftjs Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not received 

the short -not ice question; it may be in my office, Jmt I have not seen 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. the notice of this question 
was given in time, ami you {ire aware of the importance of*the' matter. 
The head of the Provincial Government 

Mr. SPEAKER : J have already suggested a course whiffl a^>pt*«r» 
to me to be a simple one, huh I have got to be satisfied about the truth 
or otlierwise of the statement alleged tt> have been made bv the , 
Hon'ble the rhiel" Minister. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 have i*ot a statement. 
Sir, which I am just handing ovt*r to \ou for your j)»‘rusal. ^ 

(At this stage Mr. SaiAal handed over some |mpers to Mi Spealxcr.) 

Mr. SPEAKER): E veil now, on a matter like this. 1 must be 
satisfied as to whether the facts 'are co4i^'t or* not. Mi. Sanyal, yoli 
ought to have given it to me before 

♦ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Undti .what rule.^Siry 

Mr. SPEAKER: I'ikI.m tlir lul.- of satisfyiii}:: me. 

Besides,* there another nsasuii wh\ 1 do not like to t4ike it ui> 

to-day. The Ilon’ble the (’liiet Minister’^ daughter i^ seriouslN ill at 
Dacea. ami lie liad to leave Ii\ ,ieioj)lane to '»ee her. and I do not think 
it would be projicT to take thK matter up in his*absem*c. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: In view of that infot mation, 
Sir, 1 do not tliink it would be jiroper to pre-.^ for this motion Uong 
taken ii]) to-day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: On technieal giound also 1 must sa\ (hut 1 will 
have to go tlirougb it, ami then 1 shall give my dfu ision to-nmnow. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Do I umieisiaiul that you 
have waived the question of urgency? 

• Mri SPEAKER: That question does not arise now. I shall decide 

it after going through the speecli, as soon as the lion ble the thief 

Minister is here. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. there must have been 
o£B(!ial reportei*% present at this meeting, and the lion ble llqj^llonie 
Minister may be pleased tA supply you. Sir. with a copy of the official 
report of the speech. 

The Hon’ble.lCliwaJa Sir NAZIMUDOIN: No oftii »al reporters were 
present. • ' 
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Mttsage from Hit Exoollancy ttio GoYornor. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may just infortn the honourable members that 
His Excellency the Governor l\as been good enough to send a telegram 
to me about the sad death of Mr. Birendra Nftth Mazumdar to the 
following eft‘e<‘t : 

“Would yoa please convey to the relatives of Mr. Birendra 
Majumdar my sincere sympathy in their tragic loss? I trust 
Mr. Moiioranjan Banerjee is progressing satisfactorily.” 

I propose to send a reply. Accordingly, I went to the Medical 
College Hospital at 12 o’clock this morning. Mr. Banerjee is really 
in a very serious condition, and it is not yet possible to say definitely 
as to how things will turn out. He is still being given injections, and 
oxygen is being administered.’ 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIRULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, 1 be;: to move that the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 

im, 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir May I 
draw your attention to the list of business for yesterday and to-day in 
which it appears that there are three important pieces of legislation? 
The first relates to the Calc\itta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, the 
second to the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, and 
the third to the Dentists Bill. I submit that it is an accepted 
principle of parliamentary legislation that a Bill "which has reached 
an advanced stage should be fii'st disposed of so that legislation may 
not be unnecessarily delayed or held up. In this case I find that the 
second and third Bills — the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) 
Bill and the Dentists Bill — have been passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council. That being so, these Bills admittedly are in a more mature 
position than the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) BUI dealing with 
electorates. 'In this connection. Sir, we have a specific rule — Section 19 
of the Rules and Standing Orders — relating to private Bills, 
where it has been definitely state<l that Bills originating in 
the Assembly which have been sent to the Council and Bills 
originating in the Council which have been sent to the Assembly 
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have precedence o^er other Bills, and even before’ that the 
Governor’s Bills and messages have got precedence. The question of 
precedence in the case of a private Bill is definitely laid d(\ypn in the 
rule, and so far aa Govemnient business is concerned, it is /elt to 
Government to follow the ctinvention. bt»cause in the case of private 
member’s Bills the convention would be difticult to follow in that the * 
Bills coming from ^the other House will be placed before us. and 
imm^iately some one of us will have to take up that Bill as a Bill of 
this House. I submit, Sir, it would not be proper from the point of view 
of parliamentary procedure to take up this (’ulcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill at thi^ t^tuge which is h*ss advanced before the 
other two Bills, which are more advanced, have been disposed, of. It 
would after all m^an one day. I submit, that would create a precedent 
which might be taken ill by the cfther Bouse, Wcause they might think 
that although they have sent an important piece of legislation passed by 
them, that is 'being hel^ up by this House which* is taking its own time 
in passing a j)iece oi legislation wine'll i.s, considered essential and 
necessary. In view of this, Sir, would you he pleased to direct Govern- 
ment to proceed with the other two Bills first and thereafter to take 
up the (’aUutta A>iinicipal (Aincndmeut) Bill^ 

MFi SPEAKER: Then* is no doubt that one of the primuples of 
legislallon is that mature BilK should he taken up first, but at tin* 
same time I do think, and I)if Sanyal will also dgree with me, tijat if^ 
there are (ioveriinient Bill^, (ioverninent wdll decide the inutTer. Von 
are not to look to one principle mi'rely ; in any case, so far us the present 
Government position is concerned, the rule is definite that the 
Govenimeiit has to dei'ide the matter, and 1 do not think 1 am 
entitled to interfere w’ith it. Government has made a selection of 
order, and I cannot change that order. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Sir, 1 beg to move that the (’alcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939, as modified by the Select (’ommittee, be taken into considera- 
tion. . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Motions Nos. 1 and 2 are not in order. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, we would like to know 
the fate of the Amendments, notices of which have been aent'TD you. 
A large number of amendments have been circulated with the heading 
that they are under your consideration. 

' * ■ % 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I can say at once that it would be better that 

you should know the exact position. 
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What I* propose to do with reference to the Jloney-lenders Bill is 
this: I propone to cin'ularise a lilile ahead the motions which I 
consirlerj;^, subject to tlieir bein^ taken up in the House, to be in order, 
so tliAt the [Kisition may W clarified. 

Ah for this Bill, T mi^^ht say that motions Xos. 1 and 2 are not in 
orrler. ^ ^ 

Then the last part of ‘motion Xo. 7 is not in oi^de*r, because it^deals 
witli iolult male franchise. In other words, tlie general j)rincipLe 
w’hich i nliall follow i*^ this: anywinoc where the (juestion (»f franchise 
is irt\(dve(l, that is outride the sco|)e of t}iij> Bill. Fraiikh , this Bill 

does not deal witli franefn\e; therefore it is out ut order* 

« 

S(» fai as the Scheduled (histes nKitioii" are concerned, they have 
Jfiven me considerable* difficult \ . J • have come to the eonelusion for 
the tiiiH* l)eing that, unless I liear something later (Ui at a relevant 
stage, aM_\ motion f(\r giving separate electorate lo the depres.sed 
classes is not witliin the scope ot this Bill. ^ 

So far as the amendments in which it is pro])oscd that, instead of 
se])arate cl(M‘toratc, joint elect«u-atc should he given, they are in order, 
on the ground that this Bill is really lom liin^ the prese.it provision 
under wliieli joint electorate prevails, 

Becommittal to a different Committee is not in ordei . The question 
of fr 4 »n(;hiH(' also is luA in order. ‘ 

So, on this ba.sifi, you can follow' up in the Jiiean time. If not to-day, 
then to-morrow, 1 may he abb* to ciicularise so far as the later stages 
are concerned, and the motions w'hich 1 consider to be admissible will 
be circulated witliin the course of a day or so. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Si), n, a point oi order 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will take up your point at the time when a 
particular motion is under discussion. 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Sir, 1 am not moving my 
motion, because you have said that m\ motion is not in coder. But on 
a point of ordei I w’ould like to say 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 have not yet decided whether your motion is 
in order or not. That is the opinion which T shall hold, until I hear 
from The mVmber that he has got anything to say to fhe contrary. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: riiat is an interim 
decision. , ,. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Dr Sanyal, ai-e you moving motion No. 3F 
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Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8, ^ «r:^WFM;;f8T aip^ndrjent 

TO?tr to acroti) move c«ir^ cro? wA ■tysr 

TOf3[ c?Tr«T c'r — rro «T;;;f«r 

• 

Mr. •SPEAKER: M (■aiinot d(' that. I luite onl_\ ^’■iveii an outline 
of what I propose to do. and 1 ha\e .said that ♦dtlier to-da\ or to-morrow 
we shall he able to know what the <‘\a( t position is. • 

• ^ 
Mauivi ABDUL BARI: On a )Miint of information, Sir. ^Is any 
member allowed to eonie to the Chambei with a stick in hand? 
(Dr. N.^linaksha S\NYAi. : lie is HI.) , • 

Mr. SPEAKER. Yr*', if an hnnonrable meinber is sick, or lame. 

• • 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr Speakfr, Sir. 1 be^ to move 
that the Bill be recommitted to the original Select (’ommittee with 
instrtKdions *10 report by the dlst .liil>. lltdP. and the ijuorum of the 
Committee be fixed at seven. 

Sir, 1 will not make a lontr spetM-h on this inotmn because 1 feel 
that all that < ould be said on the character (d this Bill has been wery 
ably explained and placed before the House by our e.sti*emed colleague 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu in the bej^inninjf. 

1 submit, Sir, that, so far us this Bill is comerned. it has emerged 
practically in the same form as it was presented to the House, doin^ 
very little credit to the \^o^k that the SeliM-t Committee has dom*. It 
is (juite Jiossihle, and 1 feel tliat it is om* of the main reasons, that the 
Committee was put to very strenuous work, when the House was in 
session, that the menihers could not ai»pl> their mimls to the different 
provisions of the Bill to the same extent as the importam-e of the Bill 
demanded. I submit, therefore, that, without rushing’ throuji:li the 
Bill in* the manner (rovernment is atiemjitinj; to do, this Bill should 
be allowed to tak«* the usual course of time and that it should 1 m^ 
examined with all the attention that it reijuire.s. 

In paiiieular. Sir, I would draw your attention to the two moMi 
important questions involved in the Bill. The first important fiuestioii 
is the question 6t eleetorates. With rejrard to eleetorate^^ tlif-n‘ has 
been a pood deal of diseussion in the <’itx of C-aleutta and in Benpal 

as a whole, not merely in conneeiion with this Bill hut also generally 

in connection with our political franchise. I submit that there has 
been a deal of difference of opinion .shown and there has hei^i a 

conflict of view's expressed in this respect In East Benpal, wdiere 
local bodies at the ^iresent moment have pot .joint electorates as in 
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West Bengal, there has been probably a; strong section of Hindu 
public who would feel that separate electorati? would be helpful to 
them. .Jn the West Bengal, on the contra^% both Hindus, as well as 
Muhammadans, have preferred to have joint electorate. Even those 
who wax eloquent in the H(»use to-daV on the virtues of separate 
electorates — take for iiistanco my friend Mr. Abdul^ Bari — if he would 
remember his old speeches, — have not failed to |:ec;pguise what virtue 
there is in the joint-electorate system. Jn the new company Mr. Bari 
is now passing his days, of course, he might have changed his views, 
bu^ I believe his heart still remains sound, and if he is ever reclaimed 
from ‘his present asso<dates, proba»bly be Aull give his very valuable 
service to the (‘ause of the nation once again. I submit, Sir, that in 
a matter like this public opinion mu.st and should receive as much 
^attention as possible.* To recommit* this Bill to the Select Committee 
does not necessarily mean that the Select Committee would go to the 
public for eliciting public opinion, but yet it will have some time to 
examine the implications of sej>arate electorate in the light of its 
effects on the whole Imdy politic of this province, and probably the 
Select Committee might advise the House, if it applied iks mind 
properly, not to proceed with the Bill in the fdrm in 'ivhich it has 
been presented. 

The second and the most important principle ol the Bill is the 
distribution of seats. This Bill covers a wide range of wards — wards 
which have very different characteristics — with respect to the number 
of population in (he different wards, the number of rate-payers, the 
number of voters of different coiiimunitie> and the progress maintained 
during the last few years in the number ot voters, j)opulation, and 
rate-payers of those respective wards. My esteemed friend Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjec made it perfectly clear, when this Bill was first 
introduced, that there had Ikhui considerable injustice — in fact, 
almost shocking injustice — done to a particular community in the 
proposal couluined in thi.s Bill, so far as the distribution of seats ia 
concerned. 

Even if we assunie tliat the total number of seats to be allotted to 
a particular community sliould remain where they have been recom- 
mended, there probably is much scope for redistribution of those 
numbers in the different wards. The Select Committee, I am afraid, 
could not appl\ their mind in the short i)eriod of time available to 
themu^o t]ie detailed examination, ward by ward, the position of 
different communities and rate-payers and voters. I believe that if 
they get a little more time, they would bring out something which 
would have some fairer basis, and some more just attempt to deal 
wijh the question of distribution of seats fairly. I j^ubmit, therefore, 
that this Bill be recommitted to the Select Comtaittee. There has 
been no other sinister^ purpose that I had in moving this motion and 



65 


W8».] *G5VllRSrMENT BILL. 

• * . ^ 

I Wieve that the Hon ble Minister himself will agYee and* appreciate 

that a matter like this should i^ot he lijyhtly treated. The whole of 
Calcutta has been tor a lun^^ time eoinplainiu^ about ditticultie.s due 
to mal-distribution ot repi*esentatit>n. • • 

I come from one of the n#wl^ -tlevelojied area'i ot ('aleutta, and in 
that urea, \^ard No. <?7, during' the lu'^t tew \euM the nunilH*r of 
residential houses Vy up b\ about S time^: the population has 

jfone b\ nt‘ail\ 10 time*', ami thi* amount ot rale paid ha> ^one up 
by 20 times and >et the representation Iiun remained what it was 10 
or L) \ ears ao‘o. 1 submit lliat this has done the people ot that jyea 
^reat injustii e. 1 think it the Seli*et ('ommittee liavi* a little* more 
time, they w'oiild r('itainl\ deal with disti ihution of seats morejairlv. 

ith tliis submissjon, 1 movt‘ m\ iuoIkmi and 1 e\]»eet that the 
Iloirble Ministei- will have no (lit!i(ult> tin a>M‘eVlin^‘ it. * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA rjATH DATTA: 'Sir. 1 to move that the 
Bill .be rt'committed t(% tlie Sebad (hmimitteu j'onsistin^^ ot tfie same 
membeis as ladon- with inst i net nuis to submit tlM'ii report liy the Ibth 
May, 1000, and that the <)Uoriim ot the Seleet (’ommittee h(‘ fixed as 
before. § • 

Sir, I think 1 should not inflict a lony spei*cli u|)on the House, 
The matter has Ikmui ver\ well discussed l)\ m\ liieiids, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu and the [irevious r#|>eak<‘i, ami it was* also widl di,sj‘u»*^ed 
})y our esteemed trieiid, Mr. Ssamapiasa^l Mooketjee. when flie Bill 
w'us iiitr()dnci‘d b\ (rovei nno'nt . 

Jl iiaiiis me to think that we are living' as it in the mediieval aj^e. 
Keli^n'on must he divorced Itom jiolitics, W’lieiievm- we talk of 
politics wc talk ot ndi^’-ion as wtdl. 'rhou^'‘li we are talking of the 
democracy ot the 2t)th (’entur\ in the \(‘ar 1!)00, it scimiis tliat we are 
really living in the mediieval aj^e of the Kith Century, and I am (piite 
.sure tliat the freedom of India will md be <d>tained unless we are 
prejiaied to divorce rtdi^^-ion Irom politics I must g'ive a warninj^’ to 
my friends both on this side us well a.s <ui the utlu*i side that we muHt 
be j^repared to intidleetualise our religion. l'nl(‘ss we do .so, wi* woubl 
playin^f iuto ilie hands of the foreigners in this country. This Bill, 
as it is, show's that w'e are playing into the bands of foreign exfiloitcrs 
in this country. It this Bill is passed, power will go not into the 
hands of Hindus or Muslims hut into the hands of foreign exjiloiti'rs, 
as in this House jiow'er is really centred in foreign exploit ejs and 
the country has to depend oji tlie vote.s of Kuiopeans for carrsing on 
the administration of fjrnverniiient, and if this Bill is pussiul, 
we shall have to depend on the foreigners for carrying on the 
civic as well. My friends on both sides inusi reali.se 

that we must live together. There are different ways of settling th\i 
question. It pains me to think that people arc talking of the method 
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oi BegregaUon : some inYk oFjthe me|hod of subjection, some talk ‘of 
the method of conflict and some taJ^' of the method of latssez faire. 
In solvyig this question, we should not think of the method of segre- 
gat^diJ. We shall have to live here together. It is impossible to think 
that there would be a Hindu India aiul a Muhammadan India. The 
question will have to be solved by us by individually feeling that we 
are Indians flrst and Muhainniadans or Hindus nelt. If you do not 
feel like that, it is inipiissible to think of freedonf cff India. Vie must 
be prepared to intellectuali.se our religion and divorce religion from 
poHtics. With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of this House. • 

, Rai HARENDRA.NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, J beg to move that 
tlje Bill be recommitted to (be Select (’ommittee with instructions to 
submit their report by the Mllth April, 

After all that has hewn said, 1 think not many words are necessary 
in support of ni\ amrndment. At the outset I would urge this point 
in favour of my amendment that when tin* Bill was under the con- 
sideration of the Select Committee nobody was Aware id the opinion 
of the Calcutta Corpoiation regarding this Bill. Their considered 
opinion is now' public ])ropert\. The Corporation at its meeting held 
on.r>the dlst March passed the following resolution with regard to this 
Bill, vi'/.,~ 

“Whereas in the opinion of the Corporation the (lovernment has 
faibul to satisfactoril\ explain, in the Statement ot ( objects and 
l{cas(»ns attachtul to the Bill, the nect‘ssity ot altering the present 
sysi^un of the j(»int electorate tor the jiurpose oi election to the 
(\uporation. ex])laining the desirability to form separate consti- 
tuencies for the Scheduled Caste.s, and wherea.s, in the opinion of the 
Corporation, neither the undue w'eightage given to the Muslims nor 
the allotnuuit of >eats to their respective areas is justified, this 
Corporation opposes the princii>les and iletaiK ot the Bill." 

Now, Sir, what I would say is that we liave got a definite opinion 
of the ('alcutta (Corporation against this Bill. The Select Committee, 
when it was silting, could j>lead ignorance of the opinion of the 
(Calcutta (Corporation— at lea.st they could not weigh the opinion of the 
Corf-'ratjon in coming to their decisions on t his ^ Bill. When the 
Calcutta (Corporation has now expressed «its opinion, 1 think it would 
be only fair on the part ot the Government to take that opinion into 
their consideration and reconsider the decisions that have been arrived 
qt in the Select Committee. In favour of my proposal for recommit- 
ting the Bill to the Select Committee I would arge this as my first 
point. ^ 
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Inrjie nuiulHT.fPt amentlmt*nU apv^'U'iuji on 
th% order paper be any index of tl,e mentality ..f the memWrs of this 
House, then, I think, it will nof ht* uniair on iny part to as'uiiue that, 
if not all, nian\ sections of this Hoiwe do not aj^ree with the fii'ovi^ions 
of this Bill even as they have been reported Iin the Select (\)nnmttee. 
AVhen that is the case, 1 tlunk matter^ will iin}»r(»ve if the Hill be 
recommitted to tjie Select ('ominittec tor the.\ will yow have the ‘ 
opporUinity ot ceiiiidcrin*,^ the Bill atioh.with all the Mi^RcsU'd 
amendments before them, and it the Srloct t'ommittc take the amend- 
ments into their coiir'idei ation and can arn\c at a tresh d(‘cision on 
the Bill, it will be ot miicli help )ndc(‘d and make matter'' sniootli.# In 
this view also, I urne that the Bill he ree(*minittt‘d to the * Select 
Committee. • 

• • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am ver\ doubt tul wlu'lbei the second part oi 
the amendment of Mr. Abu lioss^un Surkar is .in order. 1 liave not 
been able to come to ’a decision whetlfer "Indian ('hristians” eome» 
within the scope ol tlie Bill, and folloNvinjr the eonvt'^ition , 1 would 
leave it to tlie decision ot the House witlumt ^^ivin^^ anv dec ision mssedf. 

* • 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: I am not movin}^ that pait of 
niv amendment, Sir. 

I b^^^ to mo\c that tin* Biiri >c rcM‘oinniitt(‘d to the Scdect (’omnwttee^ 
with instructions to make provision tor — 

(<i) Joint (dcctoratc for Muslims with reservation of scuits 
with inslnictions to submit their rc'jmrt a^ soon as possible* and that 
the ({noiiim of the* Select (hnnmittee he tixed as was ori^^inally proposed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ou mo\e No. S. suh-cluusc (ir) alsoy 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: 1 Ihk to move that the Bill" 
be recommitted to the Select (auumittee with a view' to make the* 
followHi^ additional jerovision in the Bill, namely, to abolish nomina- 
tion and to allot hitherto noniinatc'd seats to differc'iit const it uemics 
proportionately, wdth iiistruetions to submit their rc‘port by dlst July, *i 
19d9. and that the cjuorum of the Sc*lec-t ('ominittec he* fixed at five. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, will you not permit him to 
combine the two? 

Mr.’ SPEAKER: I will. Mr. Sarkar, I think you had bitter 
combine your two motions, rir., 7(a) and S(iv). 
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Mautvi ABU H088AIN iARKAR: At the time when the Bill w^s 
first introduced I asserted that the Bill as drafted if passed into liw 
will jeojiardise the interests of the Mussalmans of Bengal. I still 
mai*t|iiir •‘Jiat position even af^er the Bill has come out from the Select 
Committee. Apparently it is thought that this Bill if passed into law 
will curtail the power of the Hindus in the Calcutta Corporation, but 
on closer anal,\tHis it will be found fliat it is not ^so. In the Bill, 
provision has been made .for giving 40 seats to th% Hindus and^out of 
the proposed nominated members, at least one seat will go to the 
ba(;kward Hindus. 

Provision lias also been mad(‘ tor labour, scats and I am convinced 
that from this constituency only Hindus ^\ill be elected. Then again, 
out ot tile 12 seats for spci ial int4‘r(‘sts at least one-third or one-fourth 
ftf the membiTs will (‘cme from the .Hindu communltv. Therefore in 
my opinion 02 members .at least will come from the Hindu community 
in a Hous(* of f)9. TIk* (juestion of curtailing the pow’er of the Hindus, 
therefore, does not arise. What is going to be done is to curtail the 
power of tile bationalist tiindus. By careful manipulation the party 
in power’ will bring in soni(‘ Hindus who always stand against the 
cause of nal ionalisni. I mean, the capitali>ts an^t vested Hindu 
interests 

Again von arc introducing sr]iaratc eb‘clorate for the Muham- 
madans. I think tilts will b(‘ agaiiif^t the inter(*sis of the Bengali 
MniTaiii nii'Mlans, and tor the country as a whole separate electortite has 
got a historv of its own. It was introduced in IDOfl. At that time 
a (b'putation of flu* Muslim L(*ugue waitt'd on liord Minto and proposed 
that certain sections of the Muhanimadans only should be enfranchised 
and not the whole conniiunii.\ . Thev jirojioscd that only the Muham- 
madan /(‘iiiindai.s, the Muhammadan pleadms. the Muhammadan 
merchants, tht‘ mcmbi'rs ot tlie district boards and Councillors of the 
municipalities, graduates of some years’ standing and some other 
rcprcs<'n1at ives ot sju'cial imcicst*, >hould only ])(‘ entranchised . The 
di'put:itioin\N UCH' of the opinion that the masses of the Muham- 
madan communitN slioubl not be cn fraiicliiscd and they gave their 
rt'asons in sufiport of that vu‘\\ . lu prcNsiu^ their point the\A staled 
*‘we thci’.d’orc submit as a standard of adequate representation that 
the memluM’s of the Muhammadan community on the several councils 
should be so fixed that if the Muhammadans were to join w*ith certain 
uiemliers of what may be called ‘non-partisan’ members to receive their 
suppo#* . an\ particular question, the issue may be decided 
aci'ordingly.” These non-partisan, members as we know are the 
European members and tbe nominated group from the Government 
block. This idea was made very much clear when a respectable 
Mi^hammadan member of the Government gave his reason subse- 
quently. He said do not think, however, that* the assumption is 
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i^ht that the MuhainniadanS who would be returued to the Lejfislative 
Council on an extended tranehfse will not he anti-liritisb. There is 
already the bef,^iiinin‘r of a movement aj the jiresent mom«‘n4*aijn¥ipr8t 
the younger sei'tion of the Muhammadan*^ whiih is anti-llritish and 
decidedly antagonistic t<i tlie* ojunion ot the elder and sober section of 
the Muhammadai^s ' » 

T^tt gentlenurti wrote “With tin* ext(*n>ion of franchise, young 
pleaders, journali^t^ and men with \er\ little stake among.sl the 
Muliammadan commuiiitx will have a bi'lter chanct* of being retiiriuHl.” 
Th(‘r(*foit‘ tli<* depiitat loiiijl" wanted >>(*paiate cleitoiati* not lor'the 
benetit ot tin* Muslim M»mmnnif\ as a w lodi' l>ut toi the \(‘sl('d interi'stl 
among the Muhammadans 


Another intiMitmu which the\ e\pn*ssed as I snbniitli’tl was that 
they should always sidt* with the non-partisun ehonents. /.c.. Kuro]><‘an8 
and the nominated nuwnlieis Ndw tortunat«'l\ . the nominated block 
ha^ vanistied trom iHie legisiatuie. but, •\)\ intiodyeing separate 
electorate in the ('oiporation the sponsors (d il^e Hill wdio inherit the 
same idea as <d those gentlenn ti who l<*d the dejmtat i(Ui. like to attach 
MuhammadAn> fiinf]\ to the lMir<»peans bv separating them trom the 
nationalist Hindus, and make the Hill as tar as possible ant i-nal ionul. 


Another intention (d intioilm ing separate »*Ie<toiate lias Irecn given 
mit b\ *Sir (ieorge ( anijihell mi the floor (d this House on]\ J}n‘ ^her 
da,\ . At the time <d sfutiionising the CongH'ss the honmirable gmitle> 
man said “the Congrivss |>ait\ might e\r‘n consider it an ad\aiilage to 
be reli<*v(‘d of this gieat r(‘sponsibilily ot tin* t abulta ( oijaualion trom 
year to \(‘ar, berausi' trom what 1 lun(‘ heard in this House, turn* and 
again, it is iis(‘d as a sink to belabour their* barks. So I sugg'i'sl to 

them that the\ might support this Hill in orrler to gid a balam e of 

^xiwer.” Kvei’\ holly knows what is this babime id jiowei. In 
an iingiiar(b‘il moment tin* gentleman let out the real intr’ii- 

tion fd iiit roduciiig* lliis Hill I he intention is as ib*ar as da\light. 
The British jieojde waiiled the balarne ot jiowr*!* and iheii ulterior 
in^'iitiyn is to sojuirate the nationalist Muhammadans fi'om tho 
nationalist Hindus and attar h thr’iii to tin- lMirop<*ans, s<i that tht*v may 
use th(‘ Muliammadan.s aeroiding as th<*> like. 

Tliese Kuropean geiith-men for ‘JtlH \<*ars supportrul thr« rause of 

Hindus wdfh vested interests in orrler to errjsh down the Muham* 
madans in Bengal and nr.w the> are trying in rirle on 1 1 - 4 — Wtiharn- 
madans in order 1<» crush *dr>wn tin* nationalism that is in evirlenrte 
now-a-days in the Hiiolu <runmunit> Now. Sir. 1 want to sav tr, my 
Miiliamimidan friends that to gr» with Kuiopeaiis is not to mir advan. 
tage. Took at the histr»r\ of tlie wrirld. broK ut the case of Alha*-»ia, 
look at the ease ot Talestine. and look into the history of India. You 
will find that thesr* ^Kuiopean gentlennui are tke greatest enemii'S of 
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Islam and iluswalmans. Never think that they will be friends of tfhe 
Bengal Muslims. Now-a-days the Mfthaiumadans are supposed to be 
periietuarlc minors. Signor Mussolini elaims to be the guardian of the 
Muhammadans. Now Herr Hitler comes forward and says that he has 
become their guardian. Tapan from th^’ East claims that she is the 
guardian of tJ[je Muhammadans ami these British^ people from the 
West— are supposed to be the guardians of Muhapin^adans, sooijier the 
minority ceases the better for the Mussalman. (An interruption* from 
Mr. Afzal.) Y es, I know Mr. Afzal, the redoubtable Muktear of 
Pir( 4 jpur, will interrupt me now and then becjiuse lie comes from a 
district which is noted for its dacoils, 

* 

Now, Sir, J giv«' y/iu tlie history of separate (dectorate. It is better 
that the Muhammadans in theii own interests should ai'cept joint 
electorate with^ reservation" of sf^at.^. You are getting 22 members only. 
With tlu'se 22 m(‘mbe/s you <annot do an\ thing. In a Hous<‘ ot tltl. 
22 is a very insignificant number and >ou will have to join with some- 
body. It is now your choice to fiml out with whom vni \^ill join. If 
you join wdth the Kuropeaiis I submit they are vi'ry slip])(‘rv. They are 
the v(‘r\ jiersons who ruined the c'ause of Mu^salmans all over the 
wocid. The Hindus might have done sTune wrong to ou but the> are 
your coiftit rviiKui . ^ ou may mix with them; you may be friends 

with them; you may adjust your claims with them, you come forward 
and ask, demand and claim, justice from tlnuii, but from the Europeans 
you can never claim jiistii'e. The\ are the enemies, the true enemies, 
th(‘ rtail (‘iieniie.s (d Islam. Islamic powau's and Islamic countries are 
ruined by their machinations. Even now' the\ are trying to obliterate 
the Muslim from the tac(* ot tin* world. Now, Sir, I rei'ommend 

joint (dectorate with restuvation ot seats and I think some prominent 
people ot our eouiitry aie of opinion that joint electorate is for the 
interests of the Muhammadans. 1 (bi not want to go further. I only 
want to quote a passage from a book. 

t I 

Mr. SPEAKER; I hope you will finish your speech by 6-30. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; It ^ou will permit me, Sir, 

[ wish to (‘ontiuue my speech after the adjournment for prayer. 

stage the Mouse wa^ adjourned for 15 Minutes.) 

{After aJjourtnurut .) 

fMauIvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; I was saying, Sir, before the 
House adjourned for prayer, that joint electorate for the good of 
the Mahomedans. Th,'s view of mine was endorsed even by Maulana 
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.^ram Khan in his book “Misra and Swutantra Nirbachan” published 
by the Muslim LeapruV of Bo’nfjal in 19‘V2. In that book the Maulana 
says — 

^ ^ 

^ 1 TOt 

Vi 2PR !51TyST ilW ^1 «tt^. * 

^ T*tt^ ^UTTrST 5t|T- 

ffCSRi ^rto T^tTo^. wV) 

— <3 5tf*RTC^. ^nrr?T ®i1t 5 Jfc^BFr <i‘T<mTiC9W \ 

ta 3 5=^ U^HVM ^ ili: tlR^ 5l^^Tt?T «nXT 1 ejftw 

WCM ^ TO«T 5^13^5 HTO R;^bwr 3 8ttn4R4't;;;h^ fro?! cot 
<^[ 4^0 1 ®(Tlt t7l[5C0C*4 4Tv2nir at,0^4‘ “tfu [H4i ^TflCHU 1 

BtfjfOT tW SiTSTJ 3^ €im OTltcf^ ^ 4^4115 T’ # 

This vi(‘\\ .still holds ^'ood, 'I’lii^ onl> iliin^ is that tho Maulana 
Saheb has (haiij^tal his,opnuon, .ind for \\hat i*M‘r>l)ody knows. From 
another ]»oini ot vi('w,*Sir, this joint (dia torate in tin' t'ajciitta (’orjiora- 
tion will he foi the jiood ot the Mahonieilaiis. k\ i* art* ^<*ttinf^ 22 s<‘utH 
no doubt . Hut it \\v ;.;et joint eha-toiate, we shall 1 h» able to inllui'iice 
tlie Hindu xfpmion *he( aiiH<‘ tor our \otes Hindu ^:enth*inen must <’onie 
to us and must ri'spet t out te«din^»‘s ami our inlen*st. 

Tlie next jioint I j)iopos(‘ is the abolition ot the .sNstem of nomina- 
tion, whi(di is u^^aiiisl the ])riir^ i}d.e of deinoeracv * It is only hrii^injf^ 
in some people 1)\ the haek door who ate oppo.^ed to the intioest ot the 
(‘ountry I submit the House will eonsidei all these things and 
sup]»oit m\ motion 1 onls press loi joint eleetorate with r<*servat.ion 

of seats tor Mahomedans and tor the aludition of tin* svstem of 
nomination. 

With theM‘ wonK, Sn , 1 commend my motion to the aereptaru'c of 
the House. 


Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr Speaker. Sir, 1 desire to 
move the amendimoit whitdi stands in my mime that the Hill be 
reeomftiitted to the Select ('ommitlee with instrmtions to submit their 
report by the 7th of May, 19-19. 

Sir, when 1 brinjr forward this amendment before this House for 
its consideration, it reijuires some amount of explanation as to why 
I should be taking this step. 1 am well aware, Sir. that in the Select 
Committee wv who repre-^iyit a particular point of vie\f^ V^TTe in ft 
minority of tour; and one can well realise, that h> the overwhelming 
number of votes ot members wdio represent a different point of view, 
at evejy step our suggestions, our reeomniendalions and our amend- 
ments are likely jo be smothered. With full consciousness of •that 
position I am again bringing forward thi.s amendment before this 
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House for its eonsideratioii, and that attitude on my part requires some 
explanation. At the very outset I take this opportunity of paying 
that tribute which is due to the Chairman of the Select Committee, 
the Hon ’hie Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. He showed us. the minority, 
sufficient consideration and courtesy wliich avoided situations wkicli 
might otherwise have been created. In view of t\»at when I bring 
forward this motion, 1 do it in all sincerity and I J^imit the time, within 
which llie re})ort ot the Select (’otiimittee should come before this 
House to the 7th of May, so that we in this House can have our final 
say « in this Hessif)n with regard to this Bill which has been of an 
extreuiely controversial character. 1 know, Sir, there was a great deal 
of (*ug(iiness on tlo* j»art of some members to finish the didiberations of 
J,he Sc'lect Committee within a day or two by sh(‘er ‘tone of votes, but 
it was the court(*sy of the Chairman again which avoided such an 
ev(‘ntnalit\ and the yiinority was givon some opportunity of backing 
up tlieir r(‘conimcn(lafions with argument and reas((n. I, therefore, 
claim that th(*.II(MiMo wouid lx* well advised if tb(‘v accept this amend- 
ment and s(*n(l this Bill again to tin* Select Committee with the direc- 
tion that the final reconim(*ndat ions should come uj) before this House 
b\ the Ch ot M a\ . 1 his is not a blocking motion; it is Slot inspired 

by an obstructive attitmb*; but the r<*al leason which has actuat(‘d me 
to bring in this auK'ndnnuit, in spite of the background which is 
against this Bill, is that much will be 4*ained and nothing wdll^ be lost 
if tin* iiiiftter is si-nt back to the Select (hmimittei*. Why? I will ask 
the Hon’ble M inistei-in-charge. I will ask the (Uitire Cabinet, to take 
note (d' the situation created b.\ this Bill having been placed on the 
legislative anvil. I will ask them in all humilitv and in all serious- 
ness n„i In tlinist this Bill in this shape down the throat of Calcutta 
but to take note* (d the situation which has mad(* itself abundantly 
(dear that the ina.ple (d' (’alcutta have not taken and wdll not take, 
this Bill lying down. I am not using these words by wa\ ot a threat. 
But I am asking the Cabinet, I am ajipealing to that stat(‘smansbip 
W'bich is exjx'cted to inspire their aidion, — that stati^smanshiji which 
requires that full note should be taken ot the situation which has bcu'n 
created b\ nnison of the Bill having b(H*n brought befoie this* House 
and having been sought to be rushed through this session. Sir, I 
know that this Ibll was not circulated for public opinion. I know that 
the opinion (d’ the Calcutta Corporation w'as not sought for. I know 
there was a desire- on the part of the majority party in this House to 
see thTs j^ll through in this very sc-ssioiu In spite*' of that, public 
opinion in ('alcutta has not remained quiet. Public opinion in 
Palcutta, Hindu public opinion at any rate, has made it.self amply 
vocal and has not at all left itself in the region of uncertainty. They 
ma\^say that it is inspired by a spirit ot eommunalism. That would 
he an t-asy way of disposing of the strong protest that has been lodged 
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a^inst this Bill. At tlip samp timp Gorprnment would extremely 
ill-advised if they think that theje is no .sincerity, there is no genuine- 
ness behind this aj^itation, behind tliis storm of protest wliieh^Jias been 
raised from one corner ot the city to the* other. That aptation, ^ Van 
assure the House, is not aetiijited In a desire to cheek the ^:rowth of a 
new spirit ainonj^st the Moslem eomnninity in this city — the spirit ol • 
self-assertiveness wiiieh has lu'en manifi'st in these days Jf is not 
such A*s])irit v\hi(‘^i lia^ aetualt*d tin* Oppo'^itTon to this Hill, (hi the 
other hand, t}H‘ real reasmi whieh has iiispiied this cit\\n<le ajfitation 
t(* this ill-eoneei ved mi'a^un* is this, that In im‘ans of this Hili^ an 
overwhelming majoiit^ oi'the population of (’aleutta is going, to be 
reduced to the position ol a h(d]>less and miserahh' minority. ^Phat i» 
not a ])osition whjcli all^ demoeratie body ean eountiMianee \^itb 
eqiianimitN . I will ask ihoso meihhiMs who lun*«‘ jiresMMl for hringiiijtf 
in this Hill in this llousy not to Houl tlo' njuiuon oi the ovi*i*w lodming 
majority of tlii’ pupulatjon ot (’alcutta, 'riiey ftad and genuinely feel 
that tlie allotment ot ‘•eats to tiiem i^ so uurikasonaldi*. and eontrar\ to 
all eonsiderat ioriv oi justice and iair pla\ . th«t the mattm- n*(juire» 
vSerious leeousidei at ion at the haiuls of the ( lovernineiit . I am not for 
the time he kig t alining ot sepaiate eleitorate'' riiat is a mattm' on 
w'hieli there ha^ l)e<‘ii eonsidcr.ihle e\pre^sion of «»pinion in thi.s II<»uho 
on broad grounds of nationalism ami common citizenship. If these 
considerations do not apjifal to mv friends opposite. T am not g^ng 
to jirohAi^ the (juariel o?i that p<unt to-da\ no tlo* llooi of Ihfr llnu.se. 
But what about the number (d’ scats? Have you gi»t an\ right 
whatsoever, because \ou ai'c arim-d with authority drawn from the 
distant corners ot Ihmgal, to override th<* unanimous opinion of the 
majority community in this <it\ and to reduce tliem to the jxisition 
of a miserable rnirioritv? That is what I am asking vou to eonsidpr. 

It iruy\ he that if the Hill is sent hack to the Seleel (hmimittee to be 
on(“e again resubmitted t<t tliis House liy tin* 7th of ^fny. tin* Select 
Committee may evidve some m«*thods and some means whidi will meet 
all the different points (d view and alla> the resentment mitside this 
House whieh has IxM-n expressed in no nm-mtain manner all over thi» 
citf. • 

Take note of that feeling and sentiment so genuinely eiitertaincid 
and so vehermmtlv expressed Do not flout it; do not <lisdain it; do 
not treat it with contempt. There is fone in it; there i.s meaning in 
it; there is purpose in it. And 1 would ask vou -rnem hers the 
Cabinet and the members o4 this ffoiise who have got power in their 
bands and the control of the situation in this House, -not to overlook 
those unmistakable signs. If there is any genuinenesR in it, it 
behoves *3 responsible (Tovernnient wliich you claim to be to take nj^t© 
of it, to try to allay it and to find out a via media whieh will meet 
the different points of view honestly, fairly anjJ squarely, and bring 
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about An konourable reconciliation. Well, as I have already stat^^l, 
we in the Select Committee had to grapple wifti the desire for rush 
and hurr^ evinced hy the majority of the members. And although the 
Coihinittee had to come up ^ith a proposal for a slight extension of 
time, even then ho many different considerations had to he taken up, 
so many (conflicting views had to be reconciled, that even the extension 
up to the doth of March was found to be wholly inadequate for doing 
justice* to this matter. * ^ * *• 

I am again reminding the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur that with regard 
to <.his allotment of seats if an increase in the number of seats is 
proposed, it will certainly reipiire some further materials to be taken 
into cndnsideralion before final allotment (‘an be made. Schedules have 
tbeen proposed by way^ of aniendrneiijs by some members of this House, 
appar(‘ntly on the matcfials which were th<‘n available to the members 
of the Select Commift(‘e from the ])oint of view of population, from 
the })oint of vi(‘W' of the number of voters and* so on and so forth. It 
may b(‘ that there is considerable room for im|trovement in this direc- 
tion. 1 would ask fin* members of the (hibinei and the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge* not to Iramph* under tlicir i(‘et this v(*ry modest 
request to send the matter back to be return(‘d to tfn’s Iloii^e by the 7th 
of May in good time to be taken into (‘onsidcration and to give it the 
final imprimatur of this House on tin* sha])e it takes in the Select 
Cojrmittee. ' ‘ 

e 

I w'ould suggest to the lloirble Minister not to conclude the debate 
this evening. 1 would again ask him to think over this matter this 
evtujing and ovi'inight, and to (ome pr(‘j)ar(‘d after furth(*j consultation 
with 1( is honourable colleagues on tin* particular suggestion put 
forward b\ mt* — the vtuv modest re(|ue>t to s(‘nd the matter back to 
the Select ('(uumittee to hv brought back before the House by the 
7th of Ma\ . 

1 submit, Sir, that tlnue are various other matters w’hich can be 
thrashed out ett’ec'tively only in the frankness and freedom of the 
Committee room. Y(»u know. Sir, that the S(‘lect Conmiittee has been 

‘ c 

given ])ower undt‘r the rules to call for exjnut evidence and hear 
witnesses. Is it a matter. Sir, in which one can say with any show 
of boldness without fear of (‘ontrudiction, that it is not a matter in 
which interested parties need be given a hearing and that it is not a 
matter in which ex])ert evidence need be taken either oral or docu- 
mentary!^’ A fundamental change is going to f)e introduced in 
the constitution of the government of (hihutta. Joint electorates are 
going to be substituted by separate electorates in the matter of allot- 
ment of seats. The Scheduled (histes are going to have .separate 
representation in particular wards. Nobody knows what claim those 
particular wards have got to separate representation of the Scheduled 
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Glilbes in preference to th^e other wards of the city. AVlmt are the 
materials which induced the spowor of the Hill to pn>vide those parti- 
cular w^ards and no otlier wards with separate seats for the Scheduled 
Castes? These matters have «rot to ht‘* ( onsidereil . Admittedly, *W’e 
have to j?o into these inlrieatt® and vt‘r\ iliHieiilt ijm'stions on the fresh 
materials whiidi ma\ lie ])laee«l hetor»‘ These are matters not 

exactly conneided ^with jxditieal 5i»n\ ieiiuiis oi pjdilicaf theories, hut 
of ha^ facts. And \ do sa\, that mdiod) can he so hold as to assert 
that in the coiirst' of o or (i da\s we havi* done juslii'e to these intricate 
questions and we liave done what wc a^ rc'^pimslhle ]>oliticians and 
memhers of the la'^iNlatufe shoiild ilo ti* shape the future of p city 
like the city of Calcutta 

I would a^ain ajqical to the llon’hlc M inisiri-in-chai>:c t») (hdci his^ 
final repl\ till to-moriow or tltc «ia\ aitci* I know Nome of my frituids 
over there will violentl\ shakf* then hejoK ( hh-u^htcr), hut I would 
ask them to take a loiij* view oi the matter and not to tr\ to smother 

public ojiinion in 1 his'tash ion Thc\ ha\c fot the t)o\Yer ; tln'V have 

^ot 11 h‘ leo-al competence hut ha\<‘ the\ ^ot ihr moral competence to 
peipi’trate such an outrat^’c? 'Fhat i' the (|uestion that 1 am asking. 

It may fie that jiuhlif* ojiinion wlinh ha^ heiui expri'Hsing itself 
80 far in the siiajic ot met‘tin^s. in the Nhape ot luirtuls, in tin* shape 
of closing of shopN, might taki- some other iorm Kver\hody 1 mt(* is 
anxious*to allay ])uhlie resentim-nt. 1 am inueh anxious as yoiv^re 
in this matter, and take it trom me that I will join with you in any 

attemjit to give puhlie ojunioii a tair ehane«' of exjireNsion Indore this 

Bill l^ given it^ tinal shape and torm on the Hiior ot this House. 
(Applause from Opjiosition BenehcN.) 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mi Sp« •akei , Sir, at t he outs+q 
I feel it m\ duty to i*\preNN oiii gratetal thanks, to the lion hie the 
Nawah Bahailui ot Dacca tot hi^ hToa<l s\m|»ath\ toi the p«Mij)le oi the 
Scheduled Ca^tes. Sir, it is toi tin* fiiNt time that represioilat ion 
has heeii sought to he given t«» the S«h«‘duhMl Castch on the 
Corpor«tion, so that lhe\ miirhl ha\e a \one in tlie munnifiul 
affairs of the eit\, hut. Sii, the metlunl of rejiresent jitioii 
proposed in the Bill rathei defective. It proposes reservation 
of seats through joint ideetorate. Let Uh, Sir. analvse the 
implications ot this m(*thod, We all know that the caste 
Hindus are in ^ majority in all the lonstitueneH's of thiH^eitv--- 
roughly speaking flu* ratio td ]iopulation Iwqween the caste fTIiiduH and 
the Scheduled (’a.Htes wamld he H8 to 12. So. Sir, it is all too upi»arent 
that the votes of the former wall doeide the eh-etions, that is to say o 
deserving person helonging to the Selieduh 1 T’antes may he rejected 
and an undesirahh* person may l>e returned. Herein, Sir, lie^ the 
fallacy. This fallacv can only he removed if^ voting is ennfined to 
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the people for whom representation .is me4ut. (Dr, Nalinak^ha 
Sanyal: Are you .supporting? or oj^osin^^ the recommittal motion?) 
Have patience. The Bill proposes to allot 7 seats to the Scheduled 
(.'afitfs on tlie population ba.sls. Sir, whatever these seats are, instead 
of being seats for (he Scheduled Caetes, they will, in effect, be 
additional seats for the uiajoiity community. 


Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Are you sup])orting or opposing 
the recommittal motion? 


*Mr. SPEAKER; I hope you will now sa\ whethei \oii are opposincr 
or supjKiriing tlie recommittal motion. 

^ Mr. PULIN BEfriARY MULLICK: i am coming to that, Sir. 
There must be some grounds, (])r. Nalinaksh^ Sa.vyal: Becount 
them. You arc not coming ^o an\ conclusion*.) 

Sir, rcscryjit ion ot setits is nothing but a inockery. and, tlicrid'ore, 
such a thing should he op])o.sed at all (‘(ists. 

Then ag*ain, Sir, the projiosed nndliod, it adoijded, \vull iorci* the 
])eoplc ot the Schcdule(l (’astes to join the (ongress (Dr X\ltnak.sha 
Sa.nvai, : What a great sin!), though they have kept themselves away 
from tliis moviunent so far. 

'*Sir, ^he analogy of the Poona Pact has no apjilieation or* bearing 
here, because in tlie rural an‘as the people ot the Sclnnluled Pastes 
an* md. in such a hopeless minority. 

But in ('alcutta tin* population rati(» and other factors being what 
thcN are, tlnui* will not la* the slig-htest chain c to?' the i(*tuin of a 
Scheduled tkisti's’ eandidati* unh'ss In* gets tin' sujvpoil ot tin* (.'ongtess. 
So, Sii', theri* is al>solut<’l\ no just iti<al ion t(u sitting ujt a m.nlnuery 
which go(‘.s against the inten’sts ot these pt'ople 


Babu PREM'HARI BARMA: On a }Hiint (d older, Sii. You have 
ruled that sepaiatt* electorate lor Scheduled Pastes is not wit^iin tithe 
scope of the Hill and now the motion before the llou.sc is wliethei the 
Bill should 1 h^ rm-ommitted to the Selet t (^omniittee or not. But 
Mr. Mullick is s|H*aking whether tlieie should be sei>arate electorate or 
joint electorate for the Scheduled Pastes 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not liMfking at It from that imint of view. 
Just as Mr. Santosh Kumai Pasu discussed this matter in considering 
the merits of the Bill, so ^fr. Mulliik is aDo discussing this tjuestion 
in ^’onsidering the merits of the Bill. But I hope Mr. Mullick will 
eome to the eonclu.sion as soon as jKissible i\*i t(> whether he is sup[)ort- 
ing the motion for i*e(;ominittal or not. 
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BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I am coming to^thut. As 
I Imve already stated, *it is ^iirconsi steal with the Statement of (thjeets 
and Reasons of the Hill, which Vlearl\ lays down the polit y ot the 
Government, namely, “to safe^fuard the interests” nf ihes(**|H*oj^e. 
Sir, this method of joint electorate has been tried in the case t>f a niore 
powerful and more advanced community than the Scheduhal Castes and 
the concensus of opinion of this communit\ is that th^‘ imulnal has 
failed. So, Sir, thiy o^l>eriment should not he it;|MMted in thi' case of the 
Scheduled Castes. 

In conclusion I suhmil that the Hill with its reinut and the various 
disvSentient notes, has ht*ej^ suiijected to the closest scrutiny (>t the 
honourable members of tins House and a \erv laiyfe iiuiiil>er ol aiinmd- 
ments has been the result of sm h scrutinx A judii ious seleclum <d 
these amendments and then adoption will certaiiil\ reiuo\e le^nlimate* 
grievances. So, Sir, 1 submit tliat theie is no o<ise lor lecommittal and 
I, therefore, oppose the ainmidnient lor HM-oninii>t.il. 

• ^ 

% 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

Sir, 1 have listened caieiully and palientl\ to the sprau lies made b\ my 
friends who have imtved the sexeral amendments tor K'committing this 
Hill to the S(*lect ConniiiHc<‘ i legrcl tlial 1 find tli<‘\ ha\<‘ made out 
no case ioi lecrmimilial I shall m\ iepl\ sjHM’ialh 1o the 

impassioned siK^ech which has been imob* b\ my Irimid, Mi. Sautosb 
Kumar Hasu. Firstls, while thanking him for the \cr\ kiml wmds 
which he has used al>oul me, 1 u‘gi(‘t 1 do not agiec with Iniii. . . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; ^ 9 ^ ■■n \ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

sir, tlu" Hill is a M'lx simple Hill with a \ri\ lew clauses d'lo'ic are 
five juiiiciples iinoKcd in (his Hill I’listlv, is this llioisc jacp.mMl 
to grant sejiarate eliM-ttM at«* to the Muslims m ;m f <*pt joint clcrtoi.itt* 
lor themy Secomlly, is this House piepand to givo i cjnescutatioii to 
labBiir*^ Thirdly, is this Hous«* prcpaicd to gnve leprescutatiou to 
Angkvindians ? Fourllil^. is this House prepaied to give icjueseiita- 
tion to the Scheduled ('asies? And hlthl\, is this Hou^o prcp.irml to 
accept nomination or not ? 

I am grateful to ^fr. Hasu when lie said that the Hindu jniblic 
opinion has l>een exiuessed iji no unceitain teinis, and I can assute him 
in this House that Muslim publi< opinion h.is also been expiessed in 
no uncertain terms 




Mr. SAMT08H KUMAR BA8U: Then re( oncile these twr* opinions 
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Th^ Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

This House alsf) had had the opportuuity pi gWiug its opinion w4en 
this Bill was leferred to the Select C%)mmittee. The Select Committee 
ha| thocoughly gone into this mutter and have, by a majoiity, accepted 
most of the principles of the bill and sent back the Bill lor the accept- 
ance of the House. It is for this Houle to thrash this Bill here 

« • 

Dr, NALINAK8HA* SAN YAL : We want torj)Fevent thraaljing! 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Than^t you very much for your interruptn.^n. 1 do not see why this 
Bill should be recommitted to the S(dect Committee. It may be decided 
in this House w'hether tht* piincijdes of the Bill should 1 k^ accejvtLnl or 
•not. I think, this Bill has been su^ciently discussed not only by the 
Committee but also in this House and therefoie, I oppose all the motions 
that have been moved by the several meml>eis. 

4 

Mr, SPEAKER: b have vselected the motion oi Bai Harendra Xath 
Ohaudhuri (No. G) for putting to vot(‘ first, becau'ie that contains the 
earliest date available, nanndy, the dOth April. < 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, theie aie two jirinciples involved 
ipjhe different ame’ndments that have* Wen moved. 

t 

Mr, 8PEAKER; Will you name one motion which may W considered 
the main motion so that 1 ma\ juit that to \ote hist ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: So tar as the motion oi Maulvi 
Abu Hossain Sarkai is (oiueineil, that stands by itself. It has ^ot 
a definite purpose. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the OpisW ‘i<m agiee^, I may jmt the motion 
of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar fiist. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Theie au t wo groups of motions — 
one group is for recommittal with different <late.‘. and the other is for 
recommittal with diffeient in^trintions. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: What I projMv.se to do is that I will fir.st put 
whether the Bill should he recommit te<l at all oi not. If that fails, 
then other motions fall through automatically, fhi an occasion like 
thjs, 1 am anxious that memlHUs should get the opjfortunity of leaving 
early. 
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^Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, we would like tjiat the 
motion of Maiihi Abtl Hoissain Surkai he first put to vote. 

t 

The motion of Muulvi Ahu Hossain Sarkar that the ( 'a h ut Munici- 
pal (x\mendmeut) Bill, 191111, be reeoiniAitted to ihe Seh*( t (\)nitnrttee 
with instructions to make p^ivision tor-- 

Joint elet^oj^ate with reservation ol seat> tot Ntuslinis; and 

{h) to abolish nomination and to allot hitheito nominated seats to 
different eonstitueiuies projtort ionatel\ , 


with instruetion.s to .submit their leinut b\ ’Ust luK, 19d9, and that 


the quorum ol tha Selei t (hunmittei 
a division taken. 


AYES 


Abdul Wahtd. Maulvi. 

Abu Hoiiain Sarkar. Maulvi. 

AbttI Pail. Mr. Md. 

Achariya CMudl^ry, Mabiffaja Saihi Kaata, af 
MuMagaaha. Myrnantlagh. 

Ahmad Khan. Mr. Syad. 

Aiimuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

laaarii, Mr. P. 

Kanarlaa, Hr. Paramatha Hath. 

Kanarii, Mr. tatya Priya. 

•anarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 
ftarma. Babu Pramhari. 

Barma. Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman. Babu thyama Prasad. 

Barman, Babu 

tMU. Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Baiu, Mr. Santaih Kumar. 

Mmwmlk, Dr. Babinda Chandra, 
iltwaa, Bahu Lakthmi Narayan. 

BUwai, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biawaa. Mr. lurtadra Nath. 

Chahrabarty. Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chattagadhyay, Mr. Nangada. 

Ghaudhuri, Rai Marandra Nath. 

Daa. Babu Mabim Chandra. 

Dm, Bab# Radhanath. 

Daa. Mr. Haamaban. 

Daa Bugta. Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Daa Bugta. Dr. 4 . M. 

Daa Bugta, Irijnt Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dalul. Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Outta. Mr. sufcumar. 

Datta Bugta. Miaa MiraA 
Datta MaiaaMar, Mr. Ribaraadu. 

Kmdadul Nagaa, Kati. 

Bhaaa. Hr. Atal Krlahna. 

Biaaaddia Ahaaad, Hr. 

Baanramif Mr. Talai Chandra. 

Bapta, Hr. dagaah Chandra. 

Haaaa All Chaardbary. Mr. lyad. 
dalaladdia NatBamy, Mr. tyad. 


bt‘ ti.MMl at ti\e. was then put and 

• :> 


iaiaa, Mr. i. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Ohaadra. 

Kuadu. Mr. Nlihltha Nath. 

Main, Mr. Nikun|a Btharl. 

Mattra. Mr. sarandra Mohaa. 

MaJI. Mr. Adwalta Kumar, 

Majumdar, Mm. Namagrava. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr, dagaadra Nath. ^ 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Praiad. 
Mantruiiaman lilamahadi, Mauiana Md. 
Maghui Hataln. Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Dr. lyamagraiad. 

Mukarji Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukbarjaa. Mr. B. 

Mukkarji. Dr. N. C. 

Mukhtrjl, Dr. lharat Chandra. 

Mulltck, srijvt Aihutath. 

Nukar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Nauahar Ali. Mr. lyad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Praaanna. 

Pawl. Sir Mari Sankar. 

Ramiiuddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray. Mr. Cbara Ohaadra. 

Ray. Mr. Dhaaaa)ay. 

Ray, Mr. Karoaikrithna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiihari Patl. 

Ray. Rai Bahadur Kihlrad Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. Maamatba Nath. 

Saayal. Or. NaNaahiba. 

Saayal, Mr. Sasaaka Sakhar. 

Saa, Baba Nacaadra Nath. ^ 

Saa, Rai Bahadur dagaab ChMdriu 
Ibahadail. Mr. 

ShamauddlB Ahmad, Mr. 

Ilaha, Srijat Maaiadri Bbataa. 

Sur, Mr. Martadra Kamtr. 

Tagariaa, Rai Bahadur Maaagtu Lali. 
WaHur Rabmaa, Maalvi. 

Zamaa. Mr. A. M. A. 
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AMaf Axil, Maalaiti Md. 

ANal Aarl, Maulvi. 

AMal NaAx^Mr. Mirxa. 

AMa^Maiz, Mr. Mia. 

Akdai Hakim, Maulvi. 

Akdul Hakim Vikram^uri, Maulvi Md. 

Akdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akdul Hamid Ikah, Mfulvi. 

Akdui dabkar, Maulvi. 

Akdul Katfar, Mr. aliaa Lai Maak. 

Akdul Karim, Mr. 

Akdul Latif Bitwaa, Maulvi. 

Akdul Majid, Mr. Syad. 

AkduliWaliak Khan. Mr. 

Akdulla*al Mahamaad, Mr. 

Akdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. r M. 

Akdur RaMhId Mahmaad, Mr. 

Akdur Raahatd, Maulvi. 

Akdur Raul, Khan lahib Maulvi •.« 

Akdur Rauf, Mr. Ikah. * 

Akdur Raxiak, Maulvi. 

ANna Ihahaad, Maulvi Md. 

Akidur Raza Okowdhury. Khan Bahadur Maulva 
Abut Haahim , Maulvi. 

AbttI Haaain Ahmad, kfr. 

AbttI Quaaam, Maulvi. * 

AHab AH. Mr. 

Attab Hoaain ileardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All Cnayatyuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hetain, Mr. 

Aitaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Ami nullah. Khan Sahib Maulvi. * 

Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aahratali, Mr.*M. 

Aulad Hoaiain Khan, Maulvi. 

Aihar AH. Maulvi. 

Barat AH. Mr. Md. 

Ball'Hari, Mill P. B. 

Blomanitock, Mr. L. M. 

Iraihar, Mr. P. G. 

Chippandala, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oai, Mr. Anuhul Chandra. 

Oai, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhutan. 

Oaat, Baku Oakandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath 
Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Band Khanam, Bvgum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman (Mymaniinih), Mr. 

Ramai, Mr. s. A. 

Rrihilbt, Mr. C. 

Byaiuddin Ahmad Chaudhary, AlbadJ. 

Naklkuliab, tha Non'bla Naivak Bahadur K. at 
Oaaca. 

Hahxuddln ^^vdhury, Maulvi. 

Namidttddin aI8)mI, Khaa Sahib. 

Hamiltan, Mr. K. A. 

Haaanuixamaa, Maulvi Md. 

Naaham All Khaa, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 

Haiiaa Murthtd , Mri. M. B. E. 

t 

Ayes })emg S'fi and Noes 1^3 i 


Aatamally damadar. Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Maarkinfi. Mr. R. d. 

Haadry, Mr. David. 

HIrIxal, Mr. M. A. F. 

idria Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

lapafani, Mr. M. A. H. 

dalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

datimuddia Ahmad, Mrt 

Kakiruddin Khan, Khy Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kannady, Mr. I. Q. * 

McBrarar, Mr. B. B. 

Malizuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Maulvi. 

Mafuira. |ir. L. T. 

Maktabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandai. Mr. dagal Okaudra. 

* Mohammad Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohiin AH, Mr. Md. 

Metlam AH Mollah, Maulvi. 

Mozammal Hu^, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzai, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad ibrlnim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lihaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqut, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syad. 
Muhammad Soiaimaif, Khan sal^k Mauivi. 

MulHck, tha Hon'ait Mr. Mukunda Bahary! 

Muiiick, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

MuiharrulT Heiiain. tha Non’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muftagawial Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Muitafa Ail Dawan, Maulvi. * 

Handy, tha Hon’kia Maharaja Sriacbandra, ot 
Cotiimbazar. 

Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin. the Non’bla Khwaja Sir, K. C. I. E. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. N. R. 

Patton, Mr W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikut, the Non’bla Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Non'bie Sir BiJoy Praiad Singb. 

Roy, Mr. Fatiram. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Naji. 

Salim, Mr. s. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madbuiudan. t 

Sarhar, tha Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjaa. 

Sorajtti itiam, Mr. 

Sbahabttddin, Mr. Khwaja, 0. B. E. 

Shamauddin AhmH Khondkar. Mr. 

Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Smith, Mr N. Brabant. 

Stavan, Mr. J. W. R. 

Subranardy, tha Hon’Ma Itr. H. S. 

Tamizuddta Khan. Tha Hta’blo Mr. 

Total Ahmad Chowdhury, Maulvi NaJi. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 

Zahar Ahmad Chaudhary, Manivi. 

motion Wits lust. 
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*^The motion of Dr. Xalinaksha Snnyal that the Bill he i|M*(>muiitte<l 
tQ ihe original Select Committee with instnu tions to reixirt bv .the 
'Uftt July, 19J9. ami the (iiioniiii the Committee lie fixed iit neveii was 
then put and lust. ^ • 

The motion of Mi. Dhiremjra Nath Datta that the Hill In* reeummit- 
ted to the Select (''uiumittee consisting oi the same members as liefore 
with instinct H»ns 4o submit their report b\ The loth M^iy, 19-{n, and 
that (juoruni (tf #he Sidect Cominitiet* lie 4i\ed U'- btdore was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Santosh Kumai Hasu that the Hill h<‘ nM-ommitted 
to the Select C’oniiuittee with insti u<■tl(m•^ to submit tbeir lepoit jrv the 
Ttb of Ma\ . 19‘{9, \\as then pul and lost. 

The motion of Itai Ilarendia Nath ( liaudhuri tba* tlie Hill be recom- 
mitted to .the Select Commit tt‘e wAh instructions to submit tbeij- re|>orf 
by tile {(Hh .Vpiil, 19d{f. was then [uit ami lost* 

The motion of the Uon’ble Nav^ab KJiwaja llabibullab Hahadur of 
Dacca that the Caleutfa Municipal Aim*ndim«!it Hill. 19^)9, as reported 
by the Select ('ommittee, be laktm int<» eoiisidei Ation was then put and 
agrees! to. 


Adjournment. 

The* House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on We<lneiday, the 
I9th April, HhS9, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[19th Apeil, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemuly met in the Asst^mbly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 19th April, 1939, at 445 p.m. 


Prasant: 

ft 

M?. Speaker (the Ilori'ble Khan Huha<lur M. A/i/i L Hauuk, ( i.k.) 
in the (3iair, 19 iron’})le Minislers and 201 inemhei^. 


Obituary rafarance. 

Mfi SPEAKER: Lrdies and jiirentlenien, once a^^ain it is iny 
melancholy and inoirnful duty to reter to a s^id death, tliat of 
Mr. Marioranjun nannerjee 1 went to the hospital, as T said hefoie, 
yesterday, and litth* did 1 then nuili.se that he would die' soon, ('ven 
thou^di his (uindition was serious. But soon attei the adjournment 
ot the llous<> ,\estc'rday 1 was apjirised of the sad new^ of his deutti 
over the ])hone. Mr. Bannerp'e was ver\ well known to U', and I 
■'Btm reiii.imher some of liis speechc^s, notably hi.s s])eeeh in ('onnection 
with the hin:ner.st nke in the Dacca Jail. It stiutk me that he was 
one who. while ^pi'akin^ with t(Mdinf.»s, coubl \et c.xtociM* a considerable 
amount of reservation and sobriety. was om* (d‘ those wJiose winnin*];' 
manncis and sua\(‘ tem|)eram<*nt alwa\N atli'acled otlins to him and 
made liim popular amon^' members. 

1 am sure, the sympathy of all w’ould j^o to the ( onj^ress parts for 
theii' luivin^*’ lost two ot tlndr valm‘d memlM*rs a" a it'sult of tlie recent 
unfortunate raihvav aciident. 

1 imdeislatid that, in ^ it'w ot these suci'C'^sive deaths, it is the desire 
ot sdiiie membeis, t>speciall\ of tlie Opposition, to spwik a few w’ords 
on this occasion. 1 desire, tlHoefore, to ^ive them this op]>ortunity 
Indoie puttin;; the resolution to the House. 

The^^u’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER^ Sir, I rise to 

Hs^s^)eiute myself with (‘^eIy thinj? that has fallen from yon. 
Mr. Hannerjiv was smdi a p>od friend to me that it is diffieult for 
me t<» express in words how I miss Iiiin. He was a stalwart fi^rhter in 
the eause of India's freedom. He rendered very trood services to the 
cause of this country. He was .so popular that in election he could be 
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miccessful evt^n a^aipHt uiillioiiaires, though he himself could hardly 
spend much money. He was very popular in the district of I)8(‘ca and 
throughout Bengal for his Congress activities. Even when ii wa?^ my 
misfortune to cease connection with the Congress, so far as 
Mr. Bannerjee was coiicerne*!, he uuiintaiue<l his old friendship with 
me. I can claim his frieiulshi[» tor t)ie last (juartei of a century, * 
during which tihie I always found him to l>e a very sincere and 
patriofic gentleman.* May his soul rest in peace! I suggest. Sir. that 
you would convey our jiiessage of sympathy t(» tlie bereaved 
family for his sudden death. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mi Speakei. Sir. the 
Opposition has wfthin the last iiHUith sphered 4hc lcs,s <d tlirec of itf 
members, and it is a jK»iguant thing also to note (hat all these tliree 
belonged to Dacca. \Vc lost Klian Bahadur * Sy(‘d Abdul Hafiz, 

who was snatched Iroin by illness at a moment when 

none of us thought that lii> cihI was .s(> neai ^Aii acciTjent has again 
taken away from us two ot oni most \aluable inmubcr-i. In 

Mr. Birendra Xat)^ Mazuiudar the Congrcn> lost tniv oi the stoutest 
champions in its fight for the salvation of India c expected that 
though Mr. Marioraiijan Uanncijec had reccivcil a '•cvcrc injuiv, 

Providence would yet him. When 1 vi.sited him at the hospital 

soon afjter hi^ imioNuI, lie wa^ abb* to talk. Hi' (’oni in unreal eo^THT 
me the sad new.s of the death of Mr Birendra Natli Mazumdai. He 
eomplained of a pain wliich be could not locate at that time, but we 
all exp(*eted that he would survive. But the hand of Death has 

cruellv snatcheii liim awa\ from u« He die<l and hi- cliildren who 

were away at Dacca could not iu' pie.scnt 'by his bcd-sidc. It vsa'* a 

heart-rending scene to M*e his wife arriving alter his (j»‘alh Sin- never 
expected it. She aa- wailing and -aid: "He wa- to return in a!)out 
a weok^s time; who knew, wlnui he came t6 ‘'hnulder the ies|K)nMbihl ics 
of the liCgislative AN^eiiibly, (hat he would gi* awa\ trom nn* and tlie 
children, never to letiirn”. Words tail me to give an adequate 
expression to the scii'-e ot loss and sorrow that wi* the meniberH of thi* 
Opposition feel on (hi> occasion. All ihul 1 can >ay is. it sorrow 
shared is sorrow Ic'*s, let the relations of the bereaved gentlemen know 
that we all keenl.v -hare the brs,- which they have sustained. May their 
souls rest in peace ! 

With these wards, Sir, 1 associate myself with the motiffn before 
the House. 


Mr. .M. 9HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speakei. Sir, we jjte 
really very t-orry that within a ven short spell f»t time, duiing which 
the AsH*mbl\ lias met, we have lo^t three of oui v^aliU'd fueinbeis. You 
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have already uieiitioned about the death of Khan, Bahadur Syed Alxhil 
Hafiz, who was a meiul>er and the Deputy l^eader of iny party. There- 
after fww, of the uiembers of the Cons^ress party have suftered death. 
It i-' very unfortunate, beini?'* an accidental affair. Sir, everybody 
hnow^ how <he accident took place and ln)w of the two members, who 
sustained seveiv injuries, om* died instantaneously, and the other 
Maiioranjan Babu, who was in the liospital, died las\ ni^jlit. When I 
went to see him I thouj^ht he was sleepinjr, h(*cause only recently 1 
had l)eeii to Dacca I heard tliat all of them had left for Calcutta 
toKVi^*<“^ - know when suniirnms would come to us, but 

in the. world it is rt*ally very pairiful if the |»anj^s of sorrow come at 
a time wdnui it is least t‘.\p(‘cte(l. It is quite true that death will snatch 
away (‘V(*i\ (Uie from this world, ami that nolxuly will l>e spared. But 
when it ha)»[)ens accidentally,, it is Ver\ painful. I have nothinjx more 
to Hu.v , Sir, expect thai I knew' these two ^-entlemen very well from 
1920, when 1 ber^an m\ political caieei. 'rheieaftei. Sir, we have 
worke<l to^rother shoubh'r to shoulder w'ith^ Birendra Babu ami 
Manoranjan Babu, as has already said b\ the llon’ith' Mi. Nalini Ranjan 
Sarker. Both of them were courteous and amiabh* ^eutleuu*n and u'ood 
friends, ami I am sure t‘\er\bod\ in this IIounc, wlo^kncw [)oth of them, 
will sa\ that as friend" in social life, certainl\ thev wen^ tw’o brilliant 
workers and peitect j 4 :<*nth'nien, altliouj’h while in the (t])position we 
mitfht say harsh wovds to our opponents I realK feel. Sir, that their 
(li^tlis have been inful not only to their families but to us also. 

With these words, Sii, I express the Mews ot m> pait\ and 1 share 
the sorrow', and wish \ou, Sn , to convey t)ur siricert* and <leej>esi 
combdence to the members of the bereaved family 


Mr. JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr Speaker. Sir, on Ik half of 
the fs^roup t() which I belouf*, 1 associate m\sclt whohdimirtedly with 
what lias fallen from the previous speakers. 

Sir, as has been pidnted out b\ Mi Shanisuddin Ahmed, it cause's 
a ifieat wrench it death i omes to one in the wa\ that it canu* to 
Mr Birendra Natli Ma/.umdai and Mr Manortinjan Bannerjee. They 
have lH‘en snatclied awa\ wdien their departure from their sphere of 
work was not at all expected 

Sir, it ma\ Ih^ that m\ jrroup iliffered from the urouj) to which 
In* bebuijred in various matters rejf«irdin^' the work *of this House, but 
it was a pleasure to have a clean and stmijfht opponent. A clean and 
straiirht opponent is as respected and loved as a colleaj^ue. We are 
sorrv to lose such a valuetl member of this House. 

>K 

Sir, we associate ourselves with the expression of ^rief and of 
condoleme to the bereaved family. 
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• Mr. HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I join iny 

v<5ice with the previ(wis speakers, aiui oii hehalt of iny I express 

my prrief at the sad death of Mr. Bannerjee. May his soul rest in 
peace! 1 hope that a letter of eonihdenee nill he sent to t}i^,hen*aved 
family. 

Mfi Ji W* CHIPPENDALE: Mi speaiker. Sir, oti behalf of the 
An^^ki^lndian j.infnjf. I lu'^*- to jiNMninie in\s«^H witij nil that has b»>en 
'^aid by you and tlie other ineniluoN of thiN House. AVe knew the two 
y^eiitleinen, who wtre very keen nuMulMos of this Assembly, ami \\v an‘ 
s(mry that death has eoine t(k them so sud<lt‘nl\ Sii . their emf wa.s 
ver\ tragic. Our h(‘aits ^-o out in s\inpath\ and soriou to tho.se who 
are no more. It nuiunds me that in the midst ot lite U(‘ un‘ in death. 
Sii, we express oui' sorrow and s\mpaOi\ to t4ie bereaved families itl 
tliis o*reat calamit\ 

• 

Mr. W. C. WORbsWORTH: .M> Spe.Aker. Su . this ^loiij) wish<*H 
to iissoi iate il^dt with all that \ou have saiil from the ('hair and witli 
till the expressioii'^^oj reo-jel that tin- <*thei im-mbeis ha\<‘ iilteied We 
l\ne>\ OUI Two (lead iriends as tine fi;:hl(‘rs toi then opinions and as 
\jiliant woikeis lor theii ^roup iind as men who hml done f;?(‘al se!\ice 
and wei'e doiiiy ^^ood woik toi tin* j^'eneiai widfare of lfen|.;al. d'he 
European yi<»up ass<M tales iUtdl with the e\piession ot sytopait l> ■_my t 
LH’ief by the otfier members of this Housi*. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am suK' that it is the desiie of tlo* House to 
.send a message of eondolmoe t(» the members of tfi(‘ hereav(*<l family. 
I shall now ask the members (d tite House to rise m ilodr seats to 
siynity then assent 

(All th(' membei s- lose to then ^eals ) 

Thank \ou, i/ent leimm . 

I mio'ht sii\ tloit His E\( elbuo N tlie (iovernoi fuis ;Hs(» sent a 
messa^t* <d e()ndolenee on tlo^ sad deatli of Mi HanerpM*. to be (on\eyed 
to the }>eieaved familN. ♦ 

Followin'^ the jnaetiee whicli wv have been hitlnnto follownnu, it 
is our duty to adjourn now But before I do so, 1 mit^ht say tlmt, 
in view’ of that fact that to-day w’as fixed for non-offieial^jeMdntions 
and to-morrow lor non-<dR( lal Bills and also in vit‘W ot the fact that 
we have had non-officials Bills already, 1 think it is the ilesire of the 
House to take up non-official resolutions to-morrow instead of non- 
offici&l Bills. fTurninjj to Mr .lojresh Chandra (iupta) do you 
to that? 
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Mr. «IOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, I a^ree that we shall 
have refwlufions to-morrow, hot I have a eu^jj^estion to make for yohr 
consideration, and it is this: if we take up resolutions to-morrow, the 
non-othci^ Bills will all be — what I should say — massacred, unless 
half an hour is allotted for the purpose of introducing Bills only, 
without having any diaeussion as regards tireulation, etc. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall consider that point later^. But to-morrow 
we shall take up non-official resolutions first. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.in. en Thursday, the 
20th of April, 19d9. at' the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the* Bengal JLegitlative Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of the Government of India Act,^|93S. 

• * 

# 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 20th April, m9, at 445 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker dlie Hon'ble Klian Haluulur M. A/i/n. 11 \urE. * I K.^ 
in the Chair. 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 21*1 members. 

e 

Oath or Affirmation. 

• ^ 

The lollowin^r men^hei> made the oath* oi athriipii loii of their 
alleprianee to tlu‘ Crown : — • 

(1) Mr. 11 threiich (el<*ele<l from tin* Heiij^al Chamlau of 
Comnterce) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of« order. Sir. Mu> I 
know if, this jrentlemun has been elec'ted as a result of the no^ifiem ifnr* 
circulated on Saturday in accordance with wliich da\ be foie \esterday 
was the last day for scrutinv . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as thi^ mattei is c(Uicerm*<l , I have no 
jurisdiction ami 1 cannot take cogiUHaiK’e of it except that 1 am 
communicating:;: the order of the returning oflici*! that lu* has been 
elected. 

(2^ Mr, C. W. Miles (elected from the Indian Tea Associat i(»n » 


STARRED QUESTIONS^ 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Govomment subsidy to the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank. 

*3S3. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: ui, Will th. il.m lile 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be jdeased to state whether it is a fact that an annual 
subsidy of two lakhs of rujiees is being paid by the (Government toebe 
Bengal Provincial Co-operatiw Hank. Tjmited*r 
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• (h) If tjie aii.swer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 

Minister he pleased to state the purpose for which the subsidy is beings 
given to this Bank? 

• •« 

t 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-pPERATIVE CREDIT and 
, RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): (a) Yes. • 

ih) The hou’hle meinher is referred U) the rec(^r^f of proceed'iugs in 
the Legislative Council, dated the drd l)ecemh(»r, Iltdti, and also to the 
official report of the Assenihlv proceedings, dated the 2nd September, 
llKfr, Just. 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Witli i„ (h). aftei 

•lociKinn lip till' iiiiMfci'liiip-. |■^•,}(•rll•ll Id, 1 tiiiil lluit ihi- piirpdr.d ut the 
suhsnlv Inis hri-ii the i('iiiis,sidii nl iiiii'iii iiilcifst mill llid ii'iliiitioii iit 
rate ot inti*n‘st. Will tht* Ilon'blt* Ministei ]m> pleaded t<» state how 
much arrcar inten\sl fias been leniitted till the -/Oth June. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: All that T 

cati say is that arit'ar inten'st has betui r«*niit teo’ , but bu fin* exa< f 
figure, I must ask tor notiee. 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will tin* Hoiride Mini>ter be 

•THfused to state what has hvvu the reduction in the rat** of interests 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Foi that al^o 
1 tisk for notic**. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WMl the floiride Minist**! be 

pleased to state vhieh parti*ulai portion of the proceedings of the 
la'gislat IV** C(»un( il of )tnl l)e**eniher, l?td(>. is referred to, as it is not 
on** ot flu' docuno'nts whu h is rea*lil\ availahl** to the ineinb<‘is (tf this 
llous** Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It riders to 

th(‘ tiebate that A\as lais***] on this (|u*‘stion lH*toi** th** lat** Hengal 
Ti<’^islativ*» Coutu il. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Ifon’ble Minister lie 
]d*'as*‘*l fti state exact 1\ what is tliat? It, is a (juestion *)f privih'ge. 
For some tinn* jiast. the Hon’ble Minister has been aiisweiiifg (piestions 
in this fashion . He refers to some sort ot documents either available 
or not available to tbe members. 1 would like to know to what 
pafticular portion of tbe debate he refers. It is vpit unfair to answer 
qu(*stions in this fashion. 
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^ Mr. SPEAKER: All I ( an say is that tho lloit’hh' Mini.^ter' will lx* * 
perfectly justified to refer to official reports of thi> Assembly. But I 
do not think it is c<irr(H't (constitutional procedure to refei to proceedintrs 
of another House. • •• • 

Tlie Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I «m not 
reterrin^»- to anofluo House, hut 1 am retVrnnj: to i]w late Bengal 
I/cgisMtive f^umcil. * * 

Search of the District Congress **PraJa Office*’ at Rangpur. 

*354. Mr. JSTINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: o) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in ehai^e of tlie Horm* (INdi<-(*) Departimuit awar (‘ — - 

(i) that llie District ('ongre>s “I’raja (Mlioe” at Bangpui' was 
searched on tlie •Itli March, I9d9; and 

in) that about (KKI eopu's of a Hciigali puhliejd i(?i> (“Bartamaii 
Hajuaitik Sankat O Mussalmander Kartvahha”) hy Mr. 
AJd. Khiaiiul Ha(iue Htteiidi have heiui .seiz(‘d h\ t)»e local 
police undei the orders of the District Magistrate ^ 

</>) Hav<* the ( hu'ciFinierit harmed the said booJv!'' 

(c) Hf the answer to {In js in tlie aHirniative. xill tli(» lIon'flTe 
Minister be pleased to slate-— 

{i) the date of the notification; and 

(//) the obje( lioiiable portion for uhi(li the ho,»k lias h(*en hanroaiy 

ifl) It the IxFok is n<tt haiine«l. Mill the Ilon hle Minister h(‘ pleased 
to .state what is the nuiNon for whieh the search Mas made and the hooka 
WTrt* seized?^ 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (POLICE) DEPARTMENT 
(the Kon’bte Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a ) Ve** 

(h) No. 

Ir) Does not arise. 

(d) Because the hook mhs heli(*\e<l to eontain matter mIiicIi falls 
within the purvir-av of sections IkMA and Ib.tA of the Indian P^nal Code. 

t 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased .to state what made him believe that the book contaiiiH matter 
which falls within the purview (d serfi<*ns 124A and I-VIA of the Inrfian 
Penal Code? 
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Til# tloil*bl0 KKliflJ# 8if NAZIMUDDIN* Information received was 
to that effect. 

Maulvl ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the book wag placet! before the Advocate-General 
* before it was seized P 

Tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. we cannot place it 
before the Advocate-General until it is seized. 

Mfa DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he hag himself read the l)ook? 

• ( 

Th# Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Xo. Sir 

Mfa 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon'bte Minister be pleased 
to state if the \)nok wag examined after it had been seizin! P 

Th# Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is beinp ex'amined now. 

Dfa NALINAK8JHIA 8ANYALa Will tlu' Hon ble Minister be 
^Jarsed to state bow many copies of the book are retiuired to laj seized 
in order io be examined by the Advocate-Generals 

Th# Hofi’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: All the co])ies were seized. 
If the iMKik is found to come within the purview of the relevant sections 
they will be seized permanently; otherwise they will be returned. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that at the present moment the copies of 
the book have been seized and kept in custody of Government not in 
accordance with any lawP 

Th# Hon’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by virtue of what law Government keep in their posBession, by 
force, a nbmber of liooks which have not b^en bannetf or which do not 
come within the purview* of any section of any existing law which 
gives Government power to seize and keep them in their possession P 

Vll# H#n*bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They have been taken 
possession of under the relevant sections of the Act. 
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•Mr. JOCCSH GHANORA GUPTA: Will the Hon^le Minislw be • 

pkaaed to state what ire the relevant sections of the Act which enable 
thte Government to take poHsessiou of books, <he nature of which has not 
been ascertained P . •• • 


Th* Hontla Khwaja Sir nAziMUDDIN : 1 ask for 


notice. 


Hr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will tin- Hun hle Minister be 
pleaseu to state when that particular hook was puhlislied anil when it 
was seized? 


Mr. SPEAKER: A'^ refill (In tlie last (Motion, it doe^^ not arise, 
be<‘ause it is in the question itself. 

* • 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hoif’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that publication of every book requires notification to the 
Government duriuir one^hionlirs time? * 

• a . 


The HOfl*ble Khwnjtl Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Uon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any notification was ^ivvii by the publisher or printer 
of that liook? * 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As tar as 1 am aware, it 
was not driven. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Aceoidm^r to the Press Act, every 
printer or publisher is l>ound to seud a copy of any book published to 
the Kegistration Office at Writers’ Buildings within one month of its 
publication. Now, Sir, my question is if more than one month has 
elapsed from the date of publication, then the Government must have 
ample opportunity to examine the book and come to a definite decision 
as to whether the book is to lie proscribed or seized or treated in any 
other way. Under the circumstances, what justification have Govern- 
ment got to seize the book, and that is why I have asked for the date 
of publication and the seizure of the hook. 

The HonOMe K||waja 9ir NAZIMUDDIN: These are all argumenU 
and not asking any question.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you may uuttwer when it was publiahe<l. 


Tha HofiWa Khmia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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^ MaolvhABU H08SAIN SARKARS Will the Hon^le- Minister/be 
pleased io state what is the source of^is information which led him to 
seize the book? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIH: I regret I cannot disclose 
the source of the information on grounds^of public policy. 

t , 

Polioe searoh for a leaflet ‘‘Bartaman Rajnaitik Siflil^at 0 Mussaimaiicler 
Kartyabta” by Mr. Md. Ehsamil Haque Effendi of Domar, 
Rangpur. 

«356. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; (a) Is the 

Hon’lde Minister in charge of tlie Home Department aware — 

* (I) that very rec^ntly the District (’imgress Office, the District 

Krishak Oftfice and the Kalikrishna Machine Press of Rang- 
piir were searched for a booklet “Bartaman Rajnaitik 
Sankat 0 ^fiiHsa'lmander Kartyabha” written by Mr. Md. 
Ehsainil Ha(|iie Ktt'endi of Ihonar. Rang|>ur; and 

ft) tha< all the copies of the booklet found (hiring the searclies 
were taken away by the Police? 

ih) Has the aforesaid liooklet been proscribed by the OovernmentP 
(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hondde Minister 
be plea>-ed to state wliat was the reason tor taking a^^ay all the copies 
of the Iwoklet from the said offices? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (o) Y(s 

(h) No, 

(r) Because the booklet was belie\ed to eontain matter which fs^lls 
within the purview of sections 124 A and 15riA of the Indian Penal Code. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With refenmce to answei (r), will 
the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state by whom was it Hf> believed? 

The HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Believed by Government. 


Poufidra Kshatriya. 

^356. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a\ Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge" of the Home Department he pleased to state whether, 
since the answer given by the Hon’ble Minister in (‘barge of the Revenue 
Department to starred (piestion No. 92 on the 3rd September, 1937, his 
department has received any petition enclosing the opinion of the 
rtmndra Kshatriya caste praying for the adoption by Government of the 
name “Poundra Kshatriya” in place of “Pod*'? 
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(h) If 80 , will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on, the. table a * 
copy of the said petirton^. 

(r) What action, if any, has l>een taken on it^^ 

*• • 

(d) Has any forunil notiticaliun beeit issued inslruetin^r that the 
above community should be iiuentioned in all dcH’uments and corre- 
spondences as “Poundra K^hatriya”? 

• 0 

(e) If the ansv^er^to {d) is in the negrative^ is the Hon'ble Minister 

considering the desirability oi — 

(/) corning to an early decision; and 

(If) notifying their said decision? 

The Hon’ble Kiiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) to (c) Two such peti- 
tions have been rt*ceived by (tovernmei>t and copies thereof are laicf 
on the table. An amendment ctf th(‘ (jovernnient of India (Scheduled 
Castes) Order, Pldb, w^uld 1 h‘ necessary to effect the change and His 
Majesty’s Governnient*have already been iiiored in the niatlei' through 
the Ooverninent of India. A reply is awaited- 

{d) No. 

• * 

(e) Vide answer to («), (6> and (c) above. 


referred to in the reply to clause (/;) of starred question ^ 
Ao. 356, • 

Calcutta, the 2oth February, PKiH. 

From — Mr. Patiraiii Roy, m.l.a., 5K, Middle Road, Kntally, 
Calcutta, 

To — The Hon’ble Sir Hi joy Prasad Singh Roy, KT., Minister 
in charge of the Revenue l)e|»artinent. Government of 
Hengal. 

I on behalf of the “Poundra Kshutriya” community of Hengal have 
thft honour to request your kind attention to the starred question No. 67 
under the heading “Designation of ‘Pod’ in the list of Scheduled 
Castes” w'hich came up in the curnuit session of the Hengal 1 legislative 
Assembly House on ‘2drd February last. In reply to the supplementarj' 
questions which were put in connection with this on the floor of the 
House you kindiy consented that you had no objection to using the 
name “Poundra Kshatriya’* in supersession of all other additional names 
used to represent the community. 

I, therefore, have the honour to request yo\i to be so good as to issue 
a public circular asking the officials concerne<l to see that the tame 
may be aafely used in the office of the iSul^-Registrars, in the preparation 
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, of the .voters’ list in the various Union Boards, Local Boards, Bistjrict 
Boards, Municipalities, Provincial apd Uentral* Assemblies, in the 
ensuing census list and on all occasions and institutions where the men- 
tion of the caste name is nec^sary. 

For this act of kindness I shall alwa's^ feel myself obliged. 

1 beg to further request you that I may be supplied with the memo, 
copy of the circular that you would be pleased to is^ue. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 


.\o. 23-0, dated Calcutta, the 8th April, 1938. 

From — Mr. Patirani rlloy, m.l.a., oK, Middle Hoad, Entally,. 

Calcutta; 

To—- The Hon’ble Minister in rhaiye the Horne (Political) 
^ Depurtmert of the Oovernrnent ot Bengal. 

In reply to my (jue.stiun (starred (jiiestion (i7) that was put on 
2<3rd February last on the floor of the Bengal Ii'*gislatjve Assembly 
regarding tbe ehange in the name of the connnunity deHcribed as “Pod*' 
in the list of the Scheduled Castes, for “Poiindia Ksliatriya” tbe 
Hon’ble Minister in .charge of the Revenue Department gave me assur- 
«»se that tlie Oovernrnent would (‘ertainly have no <>})je(tion in using 
the word “Poundra Kshatriya”. Ac(‘(»rdirigly in m\ letter No. 19-0, 
dated Calcutta, the 2r>tii Fehruar’v, and in the ‘^ubse(|uent reminder 
No. 21-0, dated Calcutta, the 12th Mai*ch last, 1 requested the Hon’ble 
Minister to issue a ptihlic circular asking the oHicials to see that the 
name might be safely used in all otHcial and non-official (‘oncerns. 

It is reliably known that the issuing of such circulars depends on 
the consent of the llon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Political) 
Department. 

So, it is my earnest request on behalf of m\ lommunity that you 
would be pleased to give necessary ermsent in the matter that a circular 
may la* issued by the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister for using tbV name 
“Poundra Ksliatriya” in all official and non-official concerns. 

For this generosity and favour .sliowing, the Poundra Ksliatriya 
community will ever stand grateful to you. Thanking you in antici- 
pation. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stflte if (ioverniuent will expedite the matter? 

VKe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 8ir. We are 
trying our level best. 
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* Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon*bl« Jfinister 
|4^sed to state if Gteveroment will allow the name in the regiitiu- 
tion of documents which is a pfovincial subjects 


Tb# Hoil’bl6 Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN* As far as 1 know, it la 
not possible; I will look into this matter. 


Holdars of Imperial, Provinoial ami Subordiiiate Servioea in Bengal* 

*367i Mft A. M« A« ZAMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Dei>artment be pleased to stat(» — 

(a) how man\; Imperial, Provincial and Suhordinute servica 
holders are there in the Bengal (ioxVrnment ; * 

(h) how many ot these service holders are Mnliaintnadans ; 

(r) how many of the Miihanifnadaii service holders are Urdu 
speaking; • • 

(d) how many of the Muhammadan service holders are Bengali 

speaking^ and 

(e) whether the Muhammadans have reached their quota in accord. 

anoe with their proportional }K)pulation strengths 

• 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ui) u* {d) Such informal* 
tion as is readily available will he found in the current edition of the 
Bengal Civil List. The full details asked for by the hon’ble member 
involve in their compilation a degree of time and lalmur which I regret 
I am not prepared to undertake. 

(e) No. 

Petty Polioe oases in Calcutta due to the arrest of hawkers, riekshaw*^ 

pullers, eto. 

«358t Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the 
Hon ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Defiartment l>e pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a number of hawkers, rickshaw- 
pullers and cart-drivers are arrested in ('alcufta and suburbs and petty 
cases are instituted against themP 
(b) If 80 — • 

t 

(/ ) how many hawkers, rickshaw-pullers and bullock cart drivers 
were arrested during the year 19^18-39; and 
(fi) against how many of them petty cases were instituted in tjie 
various Polioe Courts of Calcutta P 
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(c) the Hon’ble Minister be further pleased to state whether 
he is aware that the police allow a number of* persons to carry 'on 
business by spreading their wares 6n the pavements of the various 
streets ®f. Calcutta where a number of people collect and thereby cause 
obstruction to pedestrians? 

(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) incjuiring into the matter; and 

(it) laying a copy of the en<|uiry report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) (?) f‘18,81(i huwke*rs, 10, •‘^170 rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock 
^‘Oart drivers were arre^Jted during 1938. 

(w) 38,805 hawkers,. l(»,37lfi rickshaw-pullers and 8,104 bullock cart 
•drivers. 

(c) No. ‘ 

(d) Does not arise. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference' to aiu'wer (o, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Hou’ble 
Minister himself goes about the streets of Calcutta with hi^ eyes shut 
or with his eyes open? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

*359. The ()uestion stood in the name of the late Mr. Manoranjan 
Banerjee and was taken out cd the list. 


Enquiry Committees (during 1937-33 and 1933-39). 

*399. Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN: Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department l>e pleased to state — 

(n) the uunilaM' of Enquiry (\)mmittees that have been formed in 
the years 1937-38 and 1938-39, separately; and • ‘ 

(h) the name.s of memlwrs of the different Committees showing the 
amount drawn by each of them uj> to the 10th March, 1939? 

MINI9TER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
MonHile Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): (a) Two in th^ year 19>37--i8 and 
16 in the year 19-38-39. 

(6) A statement showing the names of the Ctuumittees, the number 

members in each and the amounts in lump paid to the members of 
<each up to 10th March, 1939, is laid on the table. A further statement 
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lit"] 

^fing tlie namecf of members of the various Committees is^placed on 
t]ie*Library table. Tbe coUection of further details would involve on 
expenditure of time and labour wliich I am reluctant to set in train. 

• • • 

• 

8iat»mnt referred to in the reply ^o clause (n) to starred queMion No. S60 
showing details of the Enquiry Committees set up during 1937^38 and 
1938-39. 

* Amount in lump 

Name of the Enquiry Committee. Numl>or paid to all the 


of 

members up 

members. 

to 10th March, 


1939. 

• 

Rs. a. p. 

1. Damodar Canal Enquiry Committee * 18 

1,15<J 7 0 

2. Board of Conciliation to investigate the trade 3 

0,314 8 0 


dispute between Mqssrs. Burn & Co., Manag-^ 
ing Agents of the Indian Iron & Steel Co., 
Ltd., and the workmen of the said Company. 


3. 

West Bengal Forest Committees 

14 

NU 


4. 

Jute Enquiry Committee 

23 

4,917 0 

0 

T). 

Paddy and Rice' Enquiry Com mittens 

24 

6,671 0 

0 

6. 

Industrial Survey Committee 

14 

221 8 

0 

7. 

Chaukidari Enquiry C/ornmittee 

20 

9,93.^ 7 

o" 

8. 

Advisory Committe'e to examine the cases of 
terrorist convicts. 

9 

363 9 

0 

9. 

Rent Enquiry Committee 

20 

2,672 8 

0 

10. 

Non-Agricultural Lands Committee 

14 

Nil 


11. 

Primary and Adult Edue^ation (’/ommittee . . 

25 

Nil 


12. 

Madrassah Education Committee 

17 

2,166 0 

0 

13. 

Scheduled Castes Education Committee 

16 

1,608 0 

0 

14. 

Youth Welfare Committee 

9 

1,843 0 

0 

16. 

AhsanuUah School of Engineering Reorgani- 
sation Committee. 

10 

NU 


16. 

*Go\%mment Commercial Institute Reorganisa- 
tion Committee. 

16 

NU 


17. 

Committee appointed to examine what places 
other than Maijdi are suitable for selection 
as the new headquarters station of the 
Noakhali disljpct. 

16 

611 11 

0 

18. 

Land Revenue Commission 

11 

60,909 12 

6 


Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how is it that one of these committees does not cohimti 
any members of this Assembly 
% 
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TIM HmiIiI* Mr. NALINI llAfl4AN tARKIRt I cannot 
Answer to that. It is not in my possession. 

• Babb NACENORA NATH SEN: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why the Revenue Commission does not contain more 
than one M.L.A. ? 

The Hon’bit Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARICER: The iniqrmation 
is not in my possession. 

. BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleafted to state why in two other committees there is only one M.L.A. ? 

Mr. SPEAKER:^ That question does not arise. 

A 

Mymenaingh District Agricultural Farm. 

*361. MbUivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Wilfthe Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary Deportment be ^deased to 
state — j 

(i) the arable area in acres in the Distrii t Agricultural Farm at 
Mymensingh; and 

(it) the kinds of crops grown in the uforesaid farm during a whole 
' agricultural (financial) year? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, year by year, for years 19f3r)-36, 193()-37 and 1937-38 — 

(t) the gross income from all crops grown in the farm; 

(n) the cost of production excluding the expenditure of ptiy of 
officers and office establishment; 

(iii) the area of the farm in which jute was grown; 

(tv) the quantity of jute produced in this area; 

(v) the area of the farm in which paddy (both aman and aus) was 
grown; and 

(vt) the quantity of paddy produced in the said area? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) whether manure was used in each year during the years 1935-36, 
1936-3T aiiifl 1937-38 in the afqresaid farm for the cultivation 
of both jute and paddy crops; 

(n) if so, what sort of manure was used ; 

f what was the cost oi manure in each year; 

(se) whether sugarcane was grown in the said farm; 



<«) what wag, the gross yield atid saie*firoeidbi q| thf fugaroa&e 
in each year; . • • • 

(vi) what was the area of Ae sugarcane cultivation; and 
(vii) the cost of production in each/»f the said years? ** 

(d) What is the nature ot the arable land in the aforesaid farm, i.e*, 
whether mainland or char (riparian) land? , 

ifiNISTER in ^ge of the ACftlCULTURE omi VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan): (a) (i) 14 acres. 

(fi) Aug paddy, anuin paddy, jute, sugarcane, mustard, khiiari, 
^nasuTf grAnif watihari tobacco, English vegetables, potato, ground-nut 
and ptisa wheat, oats, cowi>ea, maise, napier grass, jowar^ sunhemp. 

(5) (i) to {vi) and (c) {Hi), (r) to (vn) A stiftement is placed on tMh 

table. 

(c) {i) Yes. 

(«) Cowdung and •artificial farmyard manure. 

{iv) Yes. 

{d) Mainland. , 

Staiement referred toinihe reply to clauaee (6)(t) to {vi) and (c) (»»), (a) to (mi) 
to Btarrred question No. 361 regarding Mymensingh Difitnd AgriemkwNd 
Farm. . ~ 



1935-36. 

1936-37. 

1937-38. 

Gross income from all crops . . 

Ra. 1,266 

Rs. 1,454 

Ra. 1,015 

Cost of production of the crops 
excluding the expenditure of 
pay of officers and office 

eetabhidiment 

Rs. I,3d5 

Rs. 1,240 

Rs. 1,230 

Area of jute grown 

1 *20 acres 

*54 acres 

*60 acres 

Quantity of jute grown 

10 mds. 26 srs. 

9 mds. 20 STB. 

8 mds. 34 an. 

Area of paddy (both aman and 

4MM)grown 

12 *30 acres 

13 *65 acres 

15 *73 acres 

Quantity 4]tf paddy grown 

171 mds. 6- srs. 221 mds. 2 an. 210 mds. 12 srs* 

Cost of manure 

Rs. 41-4 

Bs.43 

R«. 47-10 

Gms Yield and saleoprooeeds 

of sugarcane — 

84 mds. 20 srs. 

67 mds. 25 an. 

26 mds. 8 an. 

Cottiiigs 

10,850 

8,400 

10,000 

Sale-fwooeeds 

IU.365 

Bs. 241 

Rs. 132 

Area of sugaroaoe 

1 4)5aora 

1 *05 amcs 

*80 acres 


OMh St intMlncNon^ of sugar- 
cane . . 255 


Ra. m 


Ra.l’m. 
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Mr. .ABpUL WAHAB KHANs Will the Hon’ble Miniater lA 
pleased to state the cost of production including the expenditure 6n 
the pay of officers? * 

c 

Tin Hon'bl. Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KH^IN: I cannot say offhand; 1 
want notice. 


dhenida CkHoparativa Bank, daasore. 

»de2. Klian Bahadur Maulana AHMED AlI ENAYETPURI: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Cp-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department aware that since the coming into operation 
vof the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act in the Jessore district the 
agriculturists are not . getting short-term loans from the village 
Tnahajanjf ? 

(h) Have the Government received proposals -of the Secretary to the 
Jhenida fb-operative Bank for giving advances to the agriculturists of 
the Jhenida subdivision through their banks? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will* the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what sum, if any, has been allotted by the 
Co-operative Department for such advances? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Yes. 

(b) No: the Provincial Bank has received an application. 

(c) The Provincial Bank has sanctioned a loan of Rs. 6,000. 


Conetruotion ot a model village at Haduatala, Malda. 

•383. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what amount was sanctioned for the constniction of a model 
village at Haduatala in police-station Manikcbak in the 
district of Malda; 

(6) what is the number of quarters that has been built up so far;- 

(c) how many of these quarters are occupied by ithe inkabi^nts of 
Bhutni or other places; 

(d) w^t is the amount sanctioned for a quarter; and 

< (e) whether the quarters were examined by the a^Uioiitie# bejEi^ 
the final bill of the contractor was paid? 
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• MINitTER in mMign nf thn REVENUE OERANmSMT (Um' 
fiM’bln Sir Biji^ Prasad •insli<Ro]f)t (a) Rs. 11.947. 

( 6 ) 168 . ... , 

a 

(c) All the quarters were occupied till November last. In Deomnber 
most of the tenants left for ^hutni for cultivating kalai crop. Only 16 
families are now ^residing in their new quarters. Those who left their 
quarts are expected to return to the new quarters in July next before 
the advent of the flood in the Ganges. 

(d) Rs. 94 and Rs. 48 were sanctioned for the different pattern of 
quarters and Rs. 17 and Rs. 10 for the different pattern of kitchens. 

(e) Yes. 

a 

Grant to the SeraiganJ Islamic Inteitnediate Gollege Madraasah. 

*364. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHID MAMMOODs {a) Has the attention 

of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department been 
drawn to the proposal for an additional monthly grant-in-aid to the 

Serajganj Islamic Intermediate College MadrassahP 

• • 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, for how long the 
proposal is lying pending with the Government.^ 

(c) Do the Government contemplate any actios on the proposal? 

(d) *If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, A. K. Faziul Hui|): Yes, in SeptemW, 19Ji7, the Director 
of Public Instruction submitted to Government a projwsal for an 
additional grant of Rs. 545 per month or a total grant of Rs. 915 
per month to be given to this institution during 1938-39 against a 
contribution of Rs. 605 only from private sources. The proposal has 
not been approved by Government, but an additional grant of Rs. 130 
per month or a total grant of Rs. 600 per month has been sanotioned to 
this institution during 1938-39 on the basis of fee income amounting to 
RA. 500 per month, approximately. 

Raising of price of paddy. 

*366. Mr. IflKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Veterinary 
Department been drawn to the demand in the province for taking steps 
by Government to increase the price of paddy? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative^ will the Hoo’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wbat steps, if any, does be propose to take 
in the matter? 
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‘ Tbi Mr. TAMlZllDOIN KHANi (o) ’Tes. 

(b) A Committee has been appointecl to mvestigate the question of 
improTm^* the price of paddy ^nd rice and to make recommendationa 
in the matter. Their report is awaited. ^ 

Mr. NIKUliJA BEHARI MAITIS Will the Hoa’ble Minister be 
pieased to state by which* time the committee is likety to conclave its 
labour ? 

Tim Hon’llli Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: By June next. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what opinion the Government hold ‘in rep^ard to the 
usual price of paddy and ricef 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinibn. 

Measures against malaria, kala-azar, etc., in Mymensingh. 

* t 

*366. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY: 

Will the Hon^ble Minister in charjfe of the Public Health Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Municipalities and the District Board 
have taker to counteract the development of malaria, kala-azar, cholera 
and smallpox in the district of Mymensingh? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement showing the 
precautionary measures which wore taken hv both District Board and 
Municijmlities to counteract the spread of the diseases is laid on the 
Library table. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH QHAUDHURI: Will th« Hon’ble 
Minister bo pleased to state whether any Government scheme for the 
control of malaria and kala-azar with regard to the district of M^meh- 
jiingh is under execution ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: How does that question 
arise ? This is about what steps the district boards and municipalities 
aiie going to take. 

Mr. BPEAXER : 1 think that question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: rprIi Wffmm m mm 

mmm jnTcnfur « tw steps toict tlint? 
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‘yin Itawriito Mr. TAMIZUDDIM KNANt J ref«r t]i« tonowbk . 
ipfp^ir to the atatemeht o^ the Jibra^y Uhle where all detaill luve 
beeit given. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROYt I submit, Sir, that it is written 
in the statement on the library table that steps have been taken. Will 
the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been taken P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I might say that it was with a great deal ol 
reluctance that this question was admitted. The matter is really 
within the administrative control of local bodies. It is only relevant 
in so far as something of a provincial complexion is theixi. To *what 
extent the Provincial (Government has control is a subject matter for 
discussion. Othervrtse what the anti-malarial focieties or what the • 
district boards are doing it is not for thi^ Hou^ to discuss, except in 
a general way . 

• 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY:Suq>$^^ Govemmjnt grant TOC 
CCV tw steps TO5T OTCi: TOR? 

The Hofl’ttfe Mr.MTAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A full statement is laid 
on the Library table. J think my honourable friend is labouring under 
a misapprehension. If further facts are necessary, they can be enquired 
into and stated later on. • 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Step mm tot <iti aft- 

crot wttor? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question does not arise. 

Employment Officer, Bengal. 

*^367. Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Industries Department be phased to 
state — 

Jthe name of the (Government Emidoyment Officer; 

(h) the name and address of his office; 

(c) the works done up to date by this officer and his office, 

(d) the ways and means in which the unemployment problem is 

being*^ tackled by that offi<'.er, 

(e) the number of unemployed Muslims, Caste Hindus, Scheduled 

Castes, Christians* and others employed up tf> the present 
time on the recommendations and suggestions of the 
employment officer; and 

(/) the amount of money spent by the Government for the 
esiablisbment, upkeep and pay of the staff, etc., uptil now? 
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MINISTER in efcafi# tH Nit LOCAL. ECLf^KIVERNMENT and 
INDUSTRIES DEPARTMENT (ttw HoiPSIa Ntwib Khwaji 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) Dr. Nabagopal Das, ph.d., i.c.s. 

• " . . . 

(b) Office of the Employment Adviser to the Government of Bengral, 
Gillanders^ House, Top floor, 8, Olive Street, Calcutta. 

(c) and (d) A statement is placed on the table. • 

(e) It will be seen from the statement refeAreS to above ‘"^hat in 
addition to the preparation of handbooks giving details of the oppor- 
tunities for employment in the various departmaats of the Governments 
of India and Bengal and in serai-Government institutions such as 
Kailways, Steamer Companies, District Boards and Municipalities and 
also in the various branches of trade and commerce in the province, the 
^Employment Adviser 'is generally giving advice to individuals seeking 
employment with a view to put them on the right track and not actually 
to secure employineni for individuals. The object of his ai)pointment 
is to place at the disposal of* young men and their guardians detailed 
information A*garding (he existing opportunities of employment in 
various spheres so that they may select the right line for them and 
obtain the training recjuired for employment in «Mie liije selected by 
them instead of wasting their money, time and energy in education 
and training to dead ends. It is impossible for Government to take 
the respousibility for actually securing employment for all persons 
seeking it. The best that they cun do is to give them the information 
regarding the opportunities for employment and guidance in the selec- 
tion of the spheres of employment suitable for them and in respect of 
the training they have to obtain and the line on which they have to 
proceed for securing such employment. This is what the Employment 
Adviser is doing. 

(/) Including the pay of the Employment Adviser, Ks. 12,460 
approximately. 


Statejnent referred to in the reply to clauses (c) and {d) to starred^ 
question ?Vo. 367, shouring the icork done by the Employment 
Adviser, 

The post of the Employment Adviser was sanctioned for one year 
with effect from the 8th August, 1938. The duties that he was called 
upon to perform are as follows : — • 

(1) Preparation of Handbook giving details of opportunities of 
employment in the various departments of the Govemmenti 
of India and Bengal and in semi-Govemment institutiona 
^ such as Bail ways. Steamer Companies, District Boards and 

Municipalities, etc. 
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r (2) > Prepdratidn.of another Handbook giving d^taili 61 oi>portttni- 
ties of employment in the various branches of industry, trade 
and commerce in this province. 

(8) Bending information regarding new recruitments in Govern- 
ment department#, semi-Government institutions to the two 
Universities and appropriate institutions. 

j/) Generallfr ^giving advice to individuals seeking employment 
with a view to put them on the right track. 

Tho Employment Adviser has t>een carrying on his duties under 
^8) a*id (4) above and has completed the draft of the Handbook under 
(i) which is expected to be printed soon. IJe has also undertaken the 
preparation of the Handbook under (2) above jnd fairly complete dtkip 
ha?e already been collected for one or* two industries. It is in con- 
templation that along with the preparation of this Handbook, he should 
also undertake the coUection of figures^ of middle class unemployment 
in Bengal with spt'cial reference to age, duration of unemployment and 
educational qualifications, etc., which will be of assistance in tackling 
the unemployment problem in the provinces on a more scientific basis. 
• • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hmrble Minister 
be pleased to state when did the work of ilraftiiig this handbook com- 
mence. • 

• • 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

It has already commenced. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: How many months IxjforeP 

The Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I could not give the exact date. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hon’ble Minister has 
st^te(^ in the statement, ''preparation of handbook giving details of 
opportunities of employment in the various departments of the 
Governments of India and Bengal and in semi-Government institu- 
tions, such as railways, steamer companies, district boards, and muni- 
cipalities, etc.” Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stato 
whether these opportunities of ernployinent include vacancies that 
have occurred in various. departments of Government and in semi- 
Govmuneni institutions? 

Tlw Hon’blu Hawab Kbwija HABIBULLAH Bahadur, af D|ooat 

As the vacancies are advertised in all the papers, Government do not 
think it necessary 
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• Hf, tunf MORA NATH BltWA«8 I mmi ip kmw whBiUt ihm 

CPfportunitieB of oioployment include Yiicancies. 

Th* rion'Mc N«wab Khipnija HABIBULLAH BtfuMlmr, BMmi 

VacanoicB in all iLese other institutional hgki not Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleaf^ed to state if he i^ aware that this Employlne*nt Advisei** was 
originally required to collect approximately the unemployment statistics 
in this province? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

He is doing ill at. * 

e c 

Dr. NALINAK8HA *8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how far that work of thi.s Employment Adviser has 
progressed, t.e., the collection of unemployment statistics, particularly 
of the middle dlass? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur^ of Dacca: 

I want notice to give a full reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister De 
ple'ased tq state the number of persons to w'hom advice has been given 
as mentioned in reply (c)? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

1 want notice. 

KazI EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state wheiluT tlie Employment Adviser renders practical assistance 
to individuals seeking emplo.vment so that it might be possible for 
them to get employment easily instead of merely giving them oral 
advice? 

f « 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

That is a request for action, Sir. 1 have already stated that the 
Employment Adviser is not meant for that purpose. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minieter b. 

pleased to state if he is aware that the Calcutta University maioiaiai 
a department for sueh work as has been mentioned by him in answer 
(«) and that for number of years there has been in existence also a 
StU(fents' information Bureau for helping such students as would 
require training abroad? 
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fiM Nm’M Naivab Klmv^a NA4IIBUI.i.AN Biliiiiit» if IlMMt * 

I am not aware of that fact. 

Mr. tlBIIATH BANERJEE: Will th« Hon’ble Minister be^'pleasad 
to state what steps have been token to collect figures of the unemployed? 

The Hon’bte Niwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahaiiur, of Daooai 

All nedbs8ar>^ .Nie])s are being taken. J cannot answer in detail. 

Mr. 8UREHDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 

he pleased to state whetlier be has himself seen the draft of the hand- 
book whi'di has lH‘en prepared by the EmpUnmeiit Adviser? 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not yet ])repared. • 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BI8WA8:. The draft has l>een com- 
pleted, and it is expected to be printed soon. *T want to Jtnow whether 
the Hon’ble Minister has seen llie draft. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That (luestion does not arise here 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will thtf Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to slate what are the details of opportunities (wdii$h have 
been referred to In the answer) included in the draft? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view' of his answer to my question regarding the 
Calcutta (i^iiiversit \ Appointment Hureau if Government is considering 
the desirabilitv of examining whether this ofiicer is not duplicating the 
functions already being carried out? 

• • 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Calcutta Umvereity 
is doing nothing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I want the Hon 'ble Minister in 
charge to reply to* my question. 

Th. HmHiI. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can reply if necesaary. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA tANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. can the Hon’tie 
the Chief Minister reply to my qaestioni 
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• Mr# SPEAKERS The Hon’ble Mr. Fiudxil H<iq will kindly iio^do 
it. • 

of “Hear, hear” from the Congress Benches.) 

TN Hon’bln Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HOQ: Mr. Speaker has not said 

that 1 cannot reply. He has asked me merely not to^eply. I can reply 
if necessary. (Cries of VCrder, order” from the Qoagress Bencljes.) 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, please. I hope that all sides of the 
House will help me in seeing that the proceedings are conducted in a 
manner by which there is no interruption. If there is an interruption 
from any side, then my task becomes very difficult. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. My question, Sir, has not yet been 
answered by the Hon’ble Minister. My question is “whether the 
Government is cunsidering the desirability of« examining whether this 
officer is n>er«;^ly duplicating the work that is being carried on by the 
Information and Appointment Bureau of the Calcutta University and, 
if so, lo discontinue this work. 

Mr. SPEAKER* The latter part of your question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKEHA SANYAL: Then the first part of the question 
may be< answered. ' 

The Hon*b(e Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca! 

It has already been answered. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEES Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the desirability of including the bottom class unemployed along with 
the middle class unemployed ? 

Mr. SPEAKER ; That question does not arise. 

Kaii EMDADUL HAQUE: In how many cases the advicb of* the 
Kmployment Officer has proved fruitful? 

Tha Hoii’bli Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca! 

I want notice. 

t 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to give us some idea of the steps taken for ooUeeting 
figures of the unemployed without going into details? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^How does that question arise? 
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it ilf« NtSfilTHA NATH KilNDUs Sir, in reply to <|ttestio& of 
Ifrf Banerjee /as to what steps have been taken to oolleot figures 
regard^g the unemployed, the Hbn*ble Minister has said that he can- 
not give the details. I want to know whether he can give ms some 
idea of the steps that have been taken ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER*. I am afraid, there cannot be any supplementary 
question of this kinti. • • 

Sohamo to drain out Baraohouka area, Midnapora. 

a 

*388. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon bla 

Minister in charge* of the Communications and Works llepartment be^ 
pleased to state whether since his answers to clauses (r) and (d) to 
starred question No, 340 on the 30th September, 1937, the scheme to 
drain out the llarachouka area, Midnajxire, is complete and ready for 
execution ? • ^ 

(fe) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a cop>’ of the said scheme and 
estimate ? • 

(c) If the scheme is not ready, are the (ioverninent considering the 
desirability of taking into consideration the proposjil of a minor scheme 
suggested by the affected people for the construction of a sluice at 
Tikrapara in the Balighai drain and of two regulators at FuAala and 
Padkata, respectively? 

MINISTER in chargo of tho COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of 
CoSSimbazar) : (a) No. Further investigation reveals that the scheme 
referred to (Uasulpur Scheme) is a |»urely drainage scheme and that it 
will be of no help in raising the low land by siltation or in improving 
its productivity. By keeping out the tidal water it may also bring in 
malaria. It has therefore been dropped. 

*(6) *0068 not arise. 

(c) The suggestion will he cx)n8idered in connection with a minor 
flushing-ruTM-drainage scheme for Barachouka area which has recently 
been propoeed by the Chief Engineer to the local people provided that 
they agree to free tidal flushing of the low hil area which has been 
prematurely reclaimed until^ it has lieen sufficiently raised by siltation. 

Mr. NlKUNdA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to answer (e), 
will thb Hon’ble Minister be pleased to jtate whether the rngior 
flushing-cum-drainage scheme referred to has been completed? 
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Tlii Htn’bit •RIMIMilOJIA RAMOWi 

It Em been taken up bjr the Chief Engineer lately, and we are iwaitmg 
a report as to whether the people wotid be agre^le to part with thm 
lapds required for spilling. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUiHURI: Will the Hon^bie 
Hinister be pleased to state with reference to juiewer (a) of the 
question whether the Government have given up ^ all idea of under- 
taking purely drainage schemes and, if not* why this drainage 
scheme has been dropped ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbaiar: 

Drainage schemes are generally discouraged by experts. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble 
Minister aware that tKere are drainage schemes in Bengal which are 
working satisfactorily, such as Manikhali ,and Dankuni Drainage 
Schemes ? 

The Hon’bia Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

It is true, there are some such drainage schemes, but that is no reason * 
why we should have more of them. 

Mr. NIKUNdA'BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased* to state whether the cost to be incurred in carrying* out the 
flushing scheme will l>e borne by Government ? 

The Hon’bia Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDYp of Cossimbazar: 

Tt is still in a very premature stage, and so it is not possible for me to 
give any answer to the question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that 
no report has been received from the local people as to whether they 
would allow their lands to be taken over for spilling, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how many years are likely to be to 

get the lands silted up, as mentioned in the last sentence 
of his answer (r) P 

Mr. SPEAKER : That h purely a matter for a geological expert to 
reply to. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want to know only whe^r 
these lands will be taken ower for years m tan ymtB; it cannet be 
eternally taken wr wiikout paymg «iy oso^iestsation. Biat is my 

idea. 
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i^ydnk, iro liody in this world can say how long it will take to silt np 
|Mi avea wbioli is provided for spilling. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8A|IYAL: In view of this answer, how are 

Government proposing to compensate those tenants whose lands are 
proposed to be taken over ? 

* • 

ma Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooasimbaiari 

I am afraid, we have not reached that stage to say whether the lands 
will be acquired by Government, or Government expect then! to be 
given free. 

• » 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: * Will.the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether, as t}»e ((uestion is hanging for over t30 years 
and as the scheme reft*rr(‘d to in answer (a) which was first proposcid 
by Mr. Adams-Williaiiis and which lias now lieen cfnswered by the 
Hon’ble Minister has (‘ompletely failed, he will depute a responsible 
engineer to see if tlie work can he exf)edited P 

The Hon’bfe Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coatimhazirs 

I think no purjiose will he served by sending any officer at this stage, 
but certainly necessary steps will 1 h* taken as the matter dei«lops. 


8|iociat meeting of the Bankuri Baclar Local Board. 

«8e9. Mr. KAMALKRfBHNA ROY: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

{i) why was not the special meeting of the Sadar Ijocal Board of 
Bankura district convened for electing delegates to the Dis- 
trict Board held at the fixed time and place on the 20th April 
last; and 

(it) at which place and at what time the said meeting was held? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware— 

(t) that the said special meeting was held an hour late; 

(ti) that Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra, a member of the Sodatr Lo<ml 
Board, was not allowed to take part in that meeting; and 

^*) that tie Rodifr Snbdivisiofial Officri* brongit amed *polidMforce 
ftnd posted them in the District Bdoril ottt^elP 
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(o) Is fioD^bie Miiiister considerfjk of pboim^ 

on the table copies of the legal opinioii aiia the eomphdence whidh 
parsed between the District Magistrate, Bankora, the Oommissianer of 
BuriJwaikiDi vision and the Secretary, Local Self-Government Depart^ 
ment, in the matter of election* of the Sadar Circle Officer as a member" 
of the Bankura District Board ? 

Tin Hon'Ue Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH B^|iMliir, af Daoea; 

(fl) The special meeting of the Sadar Local Board of Bankura convened 
for the purpose of electing delegates to the District Board was fixed 
to be held in the District Board Meeting Room at 7 a.m. on the 20th 
Aprils 1938. As the meeting room was found to be under lock and key 
and as the Chairman of the District Board refused to open the room 
for the purpose, the meeting commenced punctually, at 7 a.m. on the 
Verandah of the Distriiit Board building. Owing to noisy demonstra- 
tions by Congress volunteers and other outsiders it became impossible 
to hold the meeting on the verandah and the members had to go into 
the room of the Chairman^ of the Tiocal Board to complete the proceed- 
ings. 

(h) (i) and (u) No. 

(in) The police had to be posted there merelj to ensure the main- 
tenance of peace by keeping the turbuleni Congress volunteers at a 
distance from the place of the meeting. 

(c) The legal opinion and the correspondence between tl^e local 
officers and Government are confidential and T do not propose to lay 
copies of them on the table, 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROYs Will the HoiCble Minister be 
pleased to stato whether in view of answer (a), he thinks the change 
of venue to be u vital irregularity? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that a change of venue without proper notice is a'^ vital 
irregularity P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU. On whose report has the Hon’ble 
Minister characterised the Congress volunteers as “turbulent”? 

Xht HoB’SIt Niwali Khwajt HABIBULLAH BahMliir, 8f Dsoott 

The District Mafistrate. 
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■0ft- MNfliM* KUM^mVMUi Will the report be availftble to • 
t|ia mebibers of pie^ssembly for iitformatioa ? 

f ■ ■ - 

TN Hon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of OaoOas 

^04 it is oonfideiitial. 


\SriJUt MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that the 
Obairniau of the Ifis^rii t Board j^ave uiiotlier* version of the incident 
stated here ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of D/U)oa: 

I an: not aware of that. 

Brifut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is st not u fact thni the* 
police who were jujsted at the office room of th<**rhairnian of the Sadar 
Local Board interfered with tlie freedom of acc»*Hs of the memhers of 
the Sadar Local Board • • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

T d( not think so, 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to this la.st answer, 
is that answer also based on the r<‘port of the I)istry*t Magistrate which 
is confident itil ‘f 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

All <(nresp(mdeiice between (.Tov(*rnment and local officers are confiden- 
tial. 


Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Is it not a fact that no 
request was made to the f^iairmaii of tin* Distric’t Board for tin* use of 
the District Board meeting room and that there wa.s no mention in 
the notice convening tlie meeting about tlie venue of the mefding? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I aiti not flware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has received a report from the Chairman of the 
District Board, and, if so, what is its gist Y 

• 

Th. NM’bIt NmMb Kh*.]. HABIBULLAH Bahwlur, of Daeeot 

I want notice. 

Mr. • KAMALKRItHNA ROY! Will the Hon’We Mim.ter.be 
-pleaMd to stAte what is the basis for his information given in answer 
(a)f ■ 
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TiM Hpn'bi* Nawidi Kliwaia HAIII^LAH Baba^r, of D^x 

1 Lave already stated that the information is basedi on the report from 
District Magistrate. 

t 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY; Han. the Hob 'ble Minister gone 
through the contents of the proceedings of the Local Boards 

c 

The Hon’ble Newab 'Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Hacca: 

I have already stated that I have gone through them, but the proceed- 
ings are confidential, and, therefoie, I cannot state wliat the 

proceedings are. 

, Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN 8INHA: How can the proceedings 
of the Local Board be confidential? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HUA ROY: I want to know whether the 
Hon’ble Minister has gone through the minutes of tlie Ijocal Board 
nieeting. His answer is based on the re]>ort (li the ])roc<‘eding8 of the 
meeting of tlie Local BfUird concerned. ® 

Mr. 8PEAKER:. That (|uest ion does not arise. If you want any 
information you cun ask him a (|Uestion, hut whether the Jlon’ble 
Minister has gone through a particular paper (►r not is not the subject- 
matter of the original (|uestion. 

Mr. KAMALKRI8HNA ROY: My submission is that one of the 
members, namel\ , Dr, Kali Krishna Mitra, was not allowed to take 
part in the meeting, and in an.sw’er the Hon’ble Minister says “No”. 
In the minutes of the ])roceedings it will be found that Dr. Kali 
Kri.shna Mitra was not allowed to take part in the meeting. 

Mr. 8P1AKER3 \ ou cun ask a straight question, viz., is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that it is stated in the re^rt^ of 
the proceedings that Dr. Kali Krishna Mitra was not allowed to take 
pm't in the meeting. 

(Turning to the Hon'ble Minister) Mr. Roy’s question is whether 
the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the fact that in the report of the 
proceedings of the lau’al Btmnl it is mentioned that *Dr. Kali Krishna 
Mitra was not allowed to take part? (Dr. Nalin.aksha Sanyal: By 
the police.) , 

'tIm HM'bl. NMmb Khwiiia HABIBULLAH BahMiwr, .f Ommi 

1 am not aware of it. 
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tf debt tettleniMit bmnis in policn-eMion Itnn, Mynieiiaiiii^* 


•OTO. Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: (a) Will tha.HoiXl* 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indehtedneas 
Department be pleased to statp the names of the Debt Settlement Boards 
now functioning in jiolice-station Itna within the distri(‘t t>f Mymen- 
singh P 

•• • • • 


(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie plea.sed to lay on the table a 
statement showing from the formation of each of these Bisirds up to 
December, 1988 — 


(f) the uumlier of cases filed; 

(ii) the number of cases disjmsed of; 

(Hi) the number of sittings called; and 

(ir) the numlier of sittings adjourned for want of ipiorumP 

(c) If the number of cases (lis|H)sed of by each ]h>ai*(l is small, will 
the Hon’ble Minister 1 h‘ pleased to state the rea.son therefor P 

(d) Wha^ is th^ monthly cvstablishment costs of all these Boards? 

(e) What step, if any, do the (Government projMise to take for better 
functioning of these Bcxirds? 

(/) Is it in the contemjdation of Government to constitute thana 
Boiirds in backward areas? * 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: ia) Haji, 

Dhanpur, Mirga, Itna, Badla. Baribari, Elenjuri. Jivyshidhi, Katkhal, 
Dhaki and Keorjoie. 

(6) {i) 2,585. 

(ii) m. 

Oii) 796. 

(ir) 174. 

(c) The numlier of cases disi>osed of is rather small, but this was 
due to failure of (juonim.s on account of unfavourable local conditions. 

(d) Rs. 231. 

(e) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

(/) No. 

Iir« MONMOHAN OASs With reference to answer (s), will the 
Hon'ble Minister kindly explain what is meant by words 
“unfavourable local conditions”? 
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. TIm Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: UnfaTdur- 

able local conditious are somewhat of^this nature: the area is locally 
kilown to he bhanti area, which remains under deep water for several 
months, **and movement fron^^one place to another cannot be made 
except by boat, which i.s often very risky. 

r 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the. Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state wlodker the figure in answer incluclgs the 

cases which were dismissed for default ; if so, what is the number of 
such cases? 

Thh Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice, Sir. 


Free distribution of seeds to Union Boards. 

*371. Khan Bahadur Maiilvi ABIDUR ^EZA CHOWDHURY: 

Will the Hnn’llle Minister in charge of Ihe Agncultnre Depoitnient lie 
pleased to state — 

(a) the numl)er of the Union Boards in each disfiict v^iich leceived 

this year free distribution of seeds fiom the agricultural 
depart men t ; and 

(b) whether the Government juopose to dislribute seeds ^iree to 

some of the Union Boards in the district ot Tippi*ra? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Union Boards aie not 

supplied with seeds free of charge. Seeds aie supplied free to IH) Union 
Board Farms and 285 Demonstration Centres organised h> tliis depart- 
ment throughout the }>rovince. 

(h) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether tlic flood-atfected ureas have been taken in the 
list for free distribution of seeds? , 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the question is 
whether seeds are distributed to union boards, then all I can say is 
that it is not done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, that question does not arise. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any union board farm in the district of 
Tippera ? 
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,Tli* Hon'bto Mr^ TAMjZUODIN KHAN: I cannot any that' 

olFhand. Probably, there are. • 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how man}’ demonstration centres or union board farms 
are there in the district of Pabna P 

Mr# SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Appointment of Babu Chanchal Charan Cuba Thakurta aa a Bub- 
Oeputy Collootor. 

^372. Mauivi MD. ABDU8 SHAHEECt:* ta) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in ehaige of the Home l)tq)artmeut be pleased to state whether 
it was a tact that a*i>r()l>ati<>naiv Sul)-lK‘|>u(;v t'ollector has l)een 
appointed umlei notificat ion No, 841 A. 1)., .’HHh Ma\ , JttdS, ]>ublished 
in the Cal'vita (razette, dated the IHh June, Hja8P 

(6) Vi ill the H^fu’bie Minister U* pleased to state whether the said 
officer was a*Settlemciit Kanuiif^o on the date of his promotion to the 
rank of Sul)-Deputy ('ollector? 

(c) Is it not a lad — • 

(i)*tbat he held a substantive apiHnntment as “Hecord •Keeper^' 
in the office ol tin* l)ire<*tor of Land Uefotds and not as a 
Settlement Kanun^o; and 

(n) that he was promote<I trom the rank of clerk P 

(^/) If the answ(‘r to (c) in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble 
Minister be ]d(*ased to state whether all ('idlectois and heads of the 
depxartments of the Secretariat were askcfl to semi in nominations from 
the clerical stall' P 

(e) If the answer to p/) is in the ne^rative, will the Hon’ hie Minister 
be^jleij^etl to state why the Director of Land Uecords, Henjfal, only wat 
asked to send nomination from his clerical slaftP 

(/) Is tlie Hon ’ble Minister aware that a feeling exists umonj<st the 
clerical staff of other offices ? 

(g) If 80 , what action, if any, does he projmse to fake against a 
recuiTenie ? • 

Thd HorPMo Khwftja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n) A number of Sub- 
Deputy Collectors were appf)inte<l in this notification. It is presujpied 
that the hon’ble member refers to Habu (.^anchala (ffiaran (luba 
Thakurta. 
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« (ft), (d) and (/) Jfo. 

.(c) Yw. 

\e) Tie Director of Land Records was not asked for nominations 
from his clerical stafF, but only from Kanuugoes. In eiTor» he sent up 
the name of this officer who was an ex-Xanungo. 

(g) The error was discovered after the appointmecit was made, but, 
as the officer in question* had had a distinguished «reeord as a iui^nungo 
and had earned his promotion by virtue of his services as a Kanungo, 
no action was considered necessarv*. 

Di. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister he 
pleased to state who was the Director of f/and Records whf» recoin- 
« mended this officer? . 

t 

Tht Hofi’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe it was Mr. 

Kindersley. 

• 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister he 
pleased to give a reply to the specific (juestioii (//), \vhich unfortunately 
has not been dealt with in the answer given? The questfon w'as: “If 
so, wliai action, if an.\, <loes he propose to take against a recurrence**, 
but no answer has \)ee\\ given to that. 

Mr.'8PEAKER: That is human nature! (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I have notified the 
Director of hand Records that in future this should not he done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hut what about the other 
departments ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Such nomination is not 
likely to recur, because in this purticulai case what happened was that 
the kanungo happened to he on the clerical .staff. It is ei^treipely 
unlikely that another case of this character will ever again occur. 


Kalupania Debt Settlement Beard, Noakhali. 

*373. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: AVill the Htm hle Mini^r in 
charge of the Co-oj)erative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased tp state — 

^ (a) the date on which the Kalupania Debt Settlement Board within 
police-station Sandwip in the district of Noakhali began to 
function : 

K 



QUESTIONS. 


Il» 


I-'’ 

P»-i 

(b) the Dumber of cases filed in the Debt Settlement Board together, 

with the dates of fil^if of the applicatioiis since the date 
the Board began to function up to the 28th FebruM^, 1^ ; 

(c) the number of cases disposed ofabv the Board during the said 

period ; ^ 

(d) the number of cases still peiidinjjf in the Board ; and 

whether agd^ if so, how many times the Circle Officer inspected 
the Board? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: {d) 9th 

February, 19.17. * 

(h) A statemenl is laid on the Lihrarv table. 

(c) 64. 

<f/) 721. 

(e) Nine times. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: With reference to answers (c) and 
{d}, will the Hon’iile Minister be plea.sed to state why the number of 
cases disposffl of i.s so small compared with the number of cases still 
pendinjf, namely, 721 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MuIlICK: I think I 

have had occasion to e.xjilain tlie position from time to time* in this 
House, when 1 stated that, to start with, the boards do take some time 
to undei^tand the nature of the work. We an‘. however. tr\inj 4 ' to 
hurry U]) these matters as (piickly as possible. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: WT *11 C*Wn 

?RT^ JR statement Library table a ?n'«rr 5?? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at (piestion does not ari.se. 

ilotes tfi Jalpaiguri Khas Mahal that changed harato and establishment 
of agricultural farms in Western Duars Khas Mahal. 

*374. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: With reference 
to tht reply to unstarred (|ue8(iou No. 84 of the 21st March, 1989, will 
the Hoii’ble Minister in char^fe of the Kevenue Department Iw pleased 
to state — 

(ill how many of the 1942 jotes that have ehanfrad hands sinc.« 
Mr. Mukherjee’s settlement have passed into the hands of 
the non-Bengalis; 
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(b) the names of places in the Western Ihiars Ehas MaOial where six 

agricultural demonstratiop farms liave recently been 
established; and 

(c) *the names of places <where six more agricultural farms are 

proposed to be established for yhich provision has been made 
in the Budget of 1939-40? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) Out df 1,942 
jotes, 297 jotes have passed into the hands of the non-3engaIiB. 

{h) Agricultural demonstration farms have been started in the fol- 
lowing centres: — 

(1) Alipiir Duars. 

(2) Salsa labari. « 

(3) Parerpar. 

(4) Falakata. 

(5) Madawhat. 

(0) Kangalibazna. 

(c) Three farms will be (‘stablislied in the following centres of 
Moynaguri Tahsil; — 

(1) Singimari. ‘ 

(2) ‘Churabhandar. 

(3) Ibidamati. 

The sites of other three farms have not yet been selected. They will 
be established in Kumargram Duar Tahsil. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of introducing legislation to prevent 
lands from passing into the hands ol non-Bengalis and non-agricul- 
turistft ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As 1 Wiethe 
privilege to state before, the ([uestion of legislation to pievent lands 
from passing into the bands of non-agriculturivsts is under the con- 
sideration of (fovernmeut. It is a com})licated matter, and it will take 
some time. As regards preventing lauds from passing into the hands 
of non-Bengalis, naturally non-agriculturists wftl include non- 
Bengalis ! 

Mr. NIKUNilA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pldhsed to state the totul area of the 297 jotes that have passed into 
the hands of non-Bengalis? 
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^ Til* Sir BI^OY PRASAD SINCH ROY I I ask for notice,. 

Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if the statefcient made by him refers to other arena 
besides Jalpaigur^ khax lands? 

«• • • • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon ble Ministier be 
pleased to shite if (ioveiiiment are eonsidering the desirability of intro- 
ducinjr legislation* before the Laml Uevenue (’omnnssion submit theii^ 
report ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 'Hiat (juestion doe^ not arise. 


^ Petitions filed for settlement of debts. 

*375. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hoirble 

Minister in charge of tlu* (’o-operative ('redit and Kural Indebtedness 
Departyient be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, district 
by district, fnnn the year of the establishment of the Debt Settlement 
Boards in tin* district \i]» till the prcvsent time — 

(n tlie total amount ot debts tor the settlement of which petitions 
liave lH‘en filed ladoif* th<* difTerent Boards; and 

(li) the maximum amount of a single didit h)r tlie settlement of 
which a debtor has filed petition before any Board? 

(h) Has any method been adojited for speedy disposal of the ease# 
before tl>e Board.s? 

(c)^Tf the answer to (h) is \ii the atlirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wimt is the method adopted and with what 
result ? 

The HotYble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (n) (?) A state- 
ment is laid on the Librars' table. 

(n) I have no information, 

(b) Measures designed to secure speedier disposal are adopted from 
time to time on the basis of experience gained 
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(c) It would take too long to enumerate all ^eee moaiuioa in deta^ : 
in particular, the two following steps }iaTe been taken : The Buies ha^e 
amended to allow — 

(t) simultaneous issue of Notices under sub-section (2) of section 12 
and sub-section (1) of section 13 and of orders under section 
14 for production ot documents: and 

(ii) transaction of routine business by any one piember of the„Board. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of a single case in which the debt of 
amouht involved was Rs. 25 lakhs in a single application? 


« The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoiride Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that there was a single case in the Jalpai- 
guri district when' the amount involved exceeded Rs. 25 lakhs? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUL1.ICK/ 1 am not 

aware of it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased ^to state if his department keep.s information about big land- 
holders apjilving to the Debt Settlement Hoard for settlement ot sums 
exceeding (he amount which an agricultiiri>t can ever conceive of 


Mr. SPEAKER. That (juesliim <h»e> not ari**? 

Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’ble Minister lie [ileased to state what is llie basis of hi.s experience? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That cjuestioii does not iirise. 

« * 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T draw your attention to 
answer (o) {u). 1 wanted to know tlie maximum amount of a single 

debt for the settlement of which petitions have been filed before the 
different l>oards and tlie answer is “I Imve no inlonimtiou.*’ J wanted 
U) know a definite information and the question was admitted on the 
27th February aud after two mouths^ the Hon’ble Minister* savs that he 
has no information. There is se(*tion 55 (2 A) of the Agricultural 
Debtors Act which provides for fixing the maxiiuiim amount of debt 
which oould be dealt with by the Debt Settlement Boards and I wanted 
to know if any maximum amount has been fixed ? 
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the statement which I madt! at the time of the budget. The 
g m yim um amount has been decide<l upon but we have got to |etile 
terms of the rules according to the legal phraseology. That is why Che 
rules have not been publishec^. 

Dr. NALINA|([8HA 8ANYAL: Will tlje Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state by what time he is expecting to be in a position to 
issue the rules? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In the (Wse 

of a few weeks. 

« 

• • 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will ll.c iten'l.lc Mininter b« 
plea.sed to stetc it the (^iliiiict lia>; ilcciilcd to fix tlic maximum amount 
at Bs. 5,000!' * . 

Mr. SPEAKER: lie cannot l>e expected to disclose ('Ubinet secrets. 

• 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Wilt the llon'bb^ Minister be 
pleased to st^ite if he en<|uire(1 before iin.swering iif\’ (jnestion what was 
the maximum amount of a single debt for whicli application pas filed 
before a Delit Settlement lioard in the province? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 would 
request the honourable member t^) re^ilise that we have to <l«il with ‘20 
districts in the piovince having lumids dealing with Meveral lakhs 

of such cases. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU : rio* Hon’lde Minister has given 
a long statement of the total amount of deht^, district by district; so 
if he liBfl only intended lo gt*t lhat information, he could have 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 cannot allow this sort of argument. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU • Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he en(|uin^d of the amount of a single maximum debt 
in an application that was filed before a Debt Settlement Board? 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that it is impossible to^hnd 
this out when dealing with 3,5(K) boards. 
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Mr. RAillC LAL lltWAtS Debt Settlement Bonrd Mt 
nt fdCf, 17^ maximum amount ft?F TOTI rule 

iSj. Cabinet a? protection 

sr?T*f CTOCTR =rr? • 

f. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. I must say that 
for some time I have been noticing that questions arp being put by you 
which are not fair queslions — I would not say tor what reasob — but 
Ihese are not fair questions and you also know perfectly well that they 
are so. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Election of Union Boards of Chatidina and Laksham police^tations, 

Tippera. 

167. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {u), Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state when the election of the Union Boards ot Uhamlina and Laksham 
police-stations of the district of Tippera was held? 

(h) Have the names of tlie elected and nominated members been 
published in the GazetL*? 

((') When the elections of the Union Boards of other police-stations 
of tlie Sudar subdivision were held? 

{d } Wh(*ther the names of the elected and nominated members of 
the police-stations of the Sadar siilxlivision otlier than C'haudina and 
I>aksliam have been put)lishe(l in (lie (iazette? If so, when? 

(c) If the answer to clause (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons tor the delay in publishing the 
names? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

(ti) Between the 28th March and the 4th April, 1938. 

(h) No. 

(c) In December, 1937, and January, 1938. 

(rf) Yes. The names were published in the (\dca\la Gazette of the 
24th November and the loth December, 19118. 

(e) The proposals for nominations, which were submitted by the 
Subdivisional Officer to the District Magistrate in the latter part of 
August, 1938, were returned to the former by the District Magistrate 
after scrutiny on the let September, 1938, with directions to endeavour 
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UHipJiA Scheduled Castes nominees in specific cases. Bevised proposals , 
were accordingly submitted by the Subdivisional Officer on the 2Ut 
September, 1938, and the matter was then referred to the (^hadriuan 
the District Board for his opinion. The^Chairman’s commenw^ wlimh 
were received on the 7tli Novemb(*r. * 1938, necessitated a further 
reference to the Subdivisional Officer and after the receipt of the 
latter s reply on tiiic ‘21st November, lft38, enquiries had again to be 
made ^om him as*t(i tlie siiitabilit\ id the proposed nominees. The 
Subdivisional Officer s rei)()rr having been received on the 7th December, 
1938, final orders were passed ]>\ (he District Magistrate on (lie 8th 
December for notifying the names of (lie selected persons. 

The District Magistrate has reportetl that the matter was 
eubsequenth lost siglit (d‘ liy his office and that the notification was 
finally sent to the llengal (fovernment Press on the oth danuarv, 1939, * 
for publication in (lie (lazette. On an emjuiry made by Oovernment 
from the 8uj)erintendent , Bengal (iovernment Press, however, it ap]>ears 
that the notification in (7uestinn has not b(‘en actually received by him 
from the District Magistrate. The Divisional ('ommisstimer lias been 
asked to have an eiujuirv made int(» the matter and to have the nomina- 
tions publivsh(Hl as ^irly as (lossible. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the lion file Minister be 
ple«a.sed to stale wheiliei pr<i|w)s.ds loi nomination, made by the Sub- 
divisionql Officer are in all crises rciene<l to the Cliaiiman of the District 
Board for liiv opinion or there was an exception nmde in this ease!' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

In nearly oil ca.ses these are referred to the Chairman of the Di.strict 
Board. 

Eden Canal and certain other Canal Revenue Divisions. 

158. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI: (a) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of (he Communications and Works (Irriga- 
tioif) Department aware — 

(i) that the area irrigated by tlie Eden Canal has decreased; and 

(ii) that the same Htuif have been all along maintained for the 

Eden Canal? 

(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(i) that there is no post of a head clerk in the Midnapore (.'anal 
Bevenue Division; and 

(it) that the post of a head clerk has been created in the Damofllar 
Canal Bevenue Division? 
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, Tlw HoR'bl* MatMni[a SRIt CHANDRA NANOy,^'«f OMNmiMWt 

(a) (t) Ye*. . ■ ‘ 

but the question of reiluction is under coneideratiou. 

(h) Yes. 


Suioictal cH»ath of Rati Kanta Mandal of Knshnapiin Lohagara Union. 

‘ * H 

159. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (^0 Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Depiirtineiit aware that one Rati Kanta 
Mainkil ot Krishnapur, Lohagaia Fnion, ]K)lice-Htation Lohagara, com- 
mitted suicide!^ 

(b) If 80 , what are the reasons tor taking su(h*a fatal step? 

o 

{c) Will the Hon’Ule Minister l>e ideased to state what was the 
amount of the gratuitous relief given to the Lohagara Union both in 

the shni»e of mcmey and nceP' 

• 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether the 
Subdivisional Ofiieer of Narail encpiired into the matter referred to 
in (a)? ** * 

(e) If so, what is the result (►f such emiuiry? 

{/) Has it been 'bnmght to the kno^^ ledge of the llon’ble Minister 
that a ciuhiIh?!' of i)eople are still i>assing their days without*" food in 
Lohagara poli(t‘-station imrticularly in villages Ohaligluit, Raigi*am, 
Paikouari, Fedi, Lal-Mahiskhola, Sahabajpui and others? 

{y) It the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter l)e pleased to make an eiupiiiy and take necessary stejis in the 
matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Yes 

(b) and (e) He had betm suffering for a long time from nervous 
debility and earache and was under the treatment of some local 
physicians. As he got no relief he went to Calcutta in A'r^Fan ‘laat 
but had to return disappointed as there was no improvement. As he 
could not bear the sufferings due to the ear disease he committed 
suicide. 

(c) (‘17 matinds, 2S seers and 13 chittaks of ric^e have been distributed 
in the Union. Money doles have not Wen given in Vhe area. 

(d) Yes.. 

(/) No. Recently the Subdivisional Officer visited Kaigram and 
Ml.richpasha. No one made any such complaint before him. 

{g) Does not arise. 
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ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With to uniiD^ri 

oad (e), will the Hoii^le Miiiist^r be pleased to state, the source of hie- 
ialormation ? * 

Thi Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: District 

Magistrate. 

% 

KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the llon'hle Minister bo- 
pleased to state if he is awaie that Hati Kaiitu Mandul had been to tho 
Union Board President of l^ohaj^-ara and after being refused, he intiuiat> 
ed to bis wife that tlie President of tlie rnion IVxird said tliat he being 
a stalwart figure 

Mr. SPEAKER*: \ou cannot make a statement ; you luid better put# 
your supplementary (piestion. * 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In order to put my supplementary 
question, I have got to make a H<atemeii(, Sir. • 

Mr. 8PE/^KER» I mil afiiiiil, von cuiimit. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I> Ih.- Ilon'ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the rejMirt that he has received is no*t a c-orrect one, and 
that th^» man cumniitted suicide because he c»ould not get his SoodP 

The Hon’blf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The honourable 
member himself is rather supplying tlie information and not asking for 
information. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the President of the riiioii Boaril himself admitted that the man com- 
mitted suicide because be ilid not get Iii.s foodP 

.XH Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. That i» 

not the Government’s infoniiation. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Ratikanta Mandal went to the President of the T^nion Board for 
help but was refused ? 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Goverameut have 
no information on that point. 

(Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose wanted to put further questions, but waa 
not allowed to do so by the Speaker as the time for questions #as over. ) 
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^ lir./TUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I sab^'^llMt Mie nmir coin- 

mitted suicide because be could not get any food 

\fr. SIpEAKER: I may tel j you that after the question time is over, 
no further questions are allowed. This was never done. It is no use 
arguing with me. .You ought to remember that certain conventions 
must be observed. After the time is over, I cannot^allow any fjirther 
supplementary qiie.stions‘to be put. You must pv.t •tt off till tfc/* next 
•day. 


Appointments under the Director of Agricultm» Bengal, since 1987. 

160. Mauivi MO. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH; (o) Will the Hon’hle 
‘'^finister in f barge of fhe Aggculture Departineni be jdeasefl to state — 

(7) the number of apfKnntments with designations and scales of 
pay made under the Director of A/Jriculture, Bengal, since 
1937 ; 

<(//) the names, age, caiste and the place of residence of the jHirsons 
appointed ; and « ^ 

(Hi) whether all those vacancies had been duly advertised before 
they were filled up? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (iii) is in the negative, will the .Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIIUDDIN KHAN: (a) A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

(h) Does not arise. 


Establishment of Special Boards for Co-operative Central Banks in 

Tippera. 

161. MSOlvi MUHAMMAD HA8ANUZZAMAN: {a) W^l Jhe- 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (’o-oi>erative tVedit and Rural Indebt- 
edness Department be pleased to state whether the Government con- 
template establishment of (’o-operative (Vntral Bank Special Board at 
liaksam Central Bank and in other B«anks of Tipi)era? 

(h) If the answ(M' to (a) is in the affirmative, v'ill the Hon’ble 
Minister be ]>lpased to state — 

(t) whether the District Magistrate has submitted bis suggestion 
for nomination of members of Laksam Central Bank Special 
Board; and 

X**) if not, what are the reasons for the delay? 
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* • ic) Are the (}t>l4jrikiieot coasidering the desirability of Mitablis|iiit(f 
iib^ said* Board by the*30th April, 19d9? * ^ • 

The Hoii’ble Mr, ilUKUNDA SENARY MULLICKt*(a) jAie 

question of establishing siirh a Board U tinder discussion with the local 
officers. 

ih) and (c) Dt^not arise. 

• • 

AOdOURNMENT MOTION. 

. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8E«iHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. S[>..uk<>i. Sir, silue the 
Chief Minister has urrivetl to-day. may I have your Irgive to move the 
adjournment ]i)oti<yi the notice of which I liave given before. The other 
day you were pleased to postpone the imgitei outing to the uiiavoidable* 
absence of the Hon’hle the Chief Minister. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 Vill hove U> (M)nsidee^whether this motion is in 
order or not. • 

1 want to know tixjin the C-hief Minister whether this spemd) was 
delivered by bini a,^a Minister of (Government or in his private eapacity. 
This is the only point at issue. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You khow, Sir, as well as 

I do. • ^ 

Mr, SPEAKER: I hove n(» personal kiiowde<lge; 1 can tell you that 
I have not read the s|>eech. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: A Minister cannot divest 
himself of his capacity as .such. He is <i public servant. He is a whole- 
time servant and is paid out of (he public exchequer. He has rntuie a 
public utterance, and that utterance has affe<*led u large section of the 
public. It has also the eft'eid of inciting another section of the public. 
We OS representatives of the pulilic are entitled to discuss such publu-. 
iit(Jrai5ces which are likely to have serious repercussion upon the public 
at large. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 want to know from the Chief Minister whether 
the speech was delivered at the meeting of the Bengal Provincial 
Muslim Tieague in his private capai ity or on behalf of Hovernmeut? 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL; I rise on a point of order, Sir. 
Before ’the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has replied to the point raised^ by 
you, I want to know whether as Speaker you would be pleased to accept 
10 • 
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4 kny statement of the Hou^ble the Chief Minister with regard to a que^- 
ttion of faot. Whether Mr. Fazlul Hnq had been functioning at the 
moment as the Chief Minister of Bengal or had ceased to function, that 
is V^e Whether he has made the statement in his personal 

capacity or not is not a matter /or us to enquire. Every speech that he 
makes is to be presumed an act of the C^ief Minister, and the public 
of Bengal will take k as such so long as he has been functioning as the 
Chief Minister. It is not « matter on which the opftiion of the .Chief 
Minister counts. * * 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will you please remember that it 
was a^statement of the public policy of the Cabinet at a meeting held 
for a political purpose? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly the point I want to know — 
whether it was a statement of* public policy. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR 4IA8U: The question is whether the 
speech itself dij.closes that the statement was a statement of public 
policN . Under tlie present constitution it will be difficult to distinguish 
between a public and a private capacity of a Minister. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will hear you later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The C'hief Minister has all along 
been in the habit (»f saying one thing one day and denying it the next 
day. What is the use of taking his view on the matter then.® 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After all the remarks that 
have been made I pray that the discussion should take place I 
adhere to tlie statement 1 made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think I should be guided by the impaS' 
sioned statement of one side or the otliei that discussion should take 
place. It is my <lut\ as Speaker to see as to whether the rules are 
correctly observed or not. From that jiuint of view when a statement 
is made, 1 should like to know whether that is a statement cif Govern- 
ment |>oliey or merely a private speech. 

Th# Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: riu'ie wa.s a public meet- 
ing. I made a statement and I take the full lesjionsibility for it. It 
was not a statement of Goxernment, but I made a .^‘tatement and I 
take the full responsibility for it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wont to know whether yom statement vras niaile 
as that of the Chief Minister? 
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* TIM Hoflllla Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: It lamiot be tbe 
•tEtement of Oovemment. We ait? no party to that statement. * 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8US But your Chief adh4i%(] iJ it 
and you are backinji: bim up. • 

The Hon’hle |llr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I can make a 
ftpeec^ like that a Hindu meeting. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. You huTe been thoroughly 
exposed. You have not the moral courage of conviction. 

• 

The Hon’hle Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: You have always 
got the Finance Minister in vour brain. 

• m 

Mr. BANT08H KUMAR BABU. Shame to the Hindu Ministers. 

m 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN ‘SARKERt Slmme to the 

op]io8itioii . 

* 

. Mr. SPEAKER: I do not want to haw a diHcUHsion on this point. 

I think it is the duty of the responsible leaders l>oth to my right and 
to my left to see that there is no excitiunent in a* matter like this. I 
have tob make u decision as to whether this matter (*oines witjiin the 
adjournment motion or not. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is a shame to tbe 
Hindu Ministers tliut they should back their t'hief in Micdi a matter. 

Mr. BREAKER : 1 know you, Mr. Hai Chamlliuri. to be a man 
of solier temper. 

It is very difhcult loi me to cany on the biHiness of tbe House if 
there is such excitement. Tt is a veiv imiioitant innttei and I hoiMj 
tha| feelings wdiicli aie likely to he roused will not cloud the real issue 
for the time being before me as to whether this motion is in older or 
not. I am really jnepared to hear you on the point, if it is nci-essary, 
as to whether this motion is in order or not. The difficulty of this 
motion (it being an adjournment motion) is tliat it must <‘onfonn tn 
certain canons and one of the canons is that the motion must deal with 
a matter on whiA a resolution could not be moved. Well, a resolu- 
tion cannot be moved on any matter with which a member of (fovem- 
ment is not connected in bis official capaiity or public capacity. 

0 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: lo which rule do you refer? 
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^ Mr. SPEAKER: Please find it out. I am durpris^d to dud that 
Di. Sanyal does not know the rules. I will ho^i^^ever show it to yod. 

W. SAlINAKSHA SANYAL: Which i*ule? 

Mr, SPEAKER; Section ot the *Rules and Standing Orders 
says “Provided that no resolution shall be admissible which does not 
comply with the followiisg condition, namely: — , ♦ ^ 

It shall not contain arguments, inferences, ironical expressions or 
defamatory statements, nor shall it refer to the conduct or 
, cliarai tei of pers^ms except in their official or public capacity" 

That being so, 1 have to be satisfied whether it is in connection 
^ith an official or public capacity. An adjournment motion is also 
8ubje<’t to certain other lestrictive provisions. It has been the ixisitioi: 
not nieicly in India but also in Parliament that , unless that mattei 
somehow connected with Government — an adjournment motion which 
is a censure on Government cannot be moved. Gn that ])oint 1 
want elucidation as to whether this is a mattei which is the |K)licy of 
Governmiuit or is connected with the action oi Goveiiument. But mem- 
bers might ask what is the proper method of ventilating their grievances 
on this matter where a Minister in his private capacity delivers a 
speech like tlie one under discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He has made it abundantly clear. 

Mr, SPEAKER: So far as that matter is concerned what is the 
remedy y There are three remedies open. One is adjournment motion: 
another is No-(^mfiden(*e Motion and the third is Resolution. The 
question is whether it comes within the {iiuview of an Adjournment 
Motion or not. I have heeii very carefully going into this matter for 
some time and if it is not a statement of policy of Government as it 
has been elicited hut niei*ely a statement of one who is a member of 
the Government 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Or a mad man 

The Hoil’ble Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Dr. Sanyal must with- 
draw that expression. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The only question is the 
admissibility of the motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: My attention has been drawn to the fact that 
Dr. Sanyal has used an objectionable expression. 
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• Of, NALINAK8IIA SANYAL: I naiJ that the statement of 
mad man as you supjrested mijyht W ijriioml. 

/ 

Mf« SPEAKER: Order, order. ((«ries of “withdraw" from the 
(^alition Benches.) • 

1 must say ^lat it is most uiitair that aiiylH>dy should interrupt 
when the Speaker is on his however jrootj and just the eause mijfht 
l>e. J)r. Sanyal, will you withdiaw that expression ^ 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I Nuhnul. Sii, that it is not an 

imputation against anyhod\ ; I have not named any pai tieulur «|H‘rHt»n. 
I w”ould rather witiolraw trom the Ho\ise than withdraw that exjires- 
sion. \ oil eaniuM he so unfair to me hv insistinj^' on mv aithdrawimf 
the expression when I meant nohoily. I am MMrv*to say. Sir, that by tins 
you will he helpinjr the othet side. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA : 1 ,u anted to^mahe it (piite 

clear to you 

Mr. Khvtaja 8IIAHABUDDIN; iUi a point ot 4U‘der, Sir. 1 tlnnk 
it is not in keepiti^^ with the di^nit.x and pn*NtJtfe •)[ the Tlouse ti» dis- 
cuss anything: furthei unles*^ and until \our order is carried out, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nom 1)i’. Sanyal sav*' In* did not sa\ t anythintr 
alK)ut a paitiriilai person I i an not ask him ihi*refor«* t(j withdraw 
It. 


Mr. Ktiwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: lit* did not <-a\ that ih* definite- 
ly said. "I will not withdraw". 

Mr. SPEAKER: Id i<l not ln*ar him sh\ '•o. Ills \<iire wa^ ^Irowuied 
in the noise. He was jiist to sj|\ -omethini: when theie was an 

inteii uption. 

• • 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: That is e\acll\ the jMiint. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I have maih* it p<*rteetly clear 
that I did not mention any name oi reter to any individnal. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What was your statements 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You w,io sayinj? that it wi^ the 
statement of a private person in his private capanty and I added alon^? 
with that “or a mad man". It does not refer tfi any individual. 
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* Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Dr. Sanyal has said that you are showinig 
partiality to this section of the House. 

\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have t&ken notice of that, and I am coming 
to that later on. Whatever he the excitement of the members in this 
House, the Speaker is the one person who is not expected to lose his 
head and I hope it will remembered that if the speaker also 'loses 
his head it will he very difficult to keep (;ontrol over the House. I 
must say from the manner in which some members of the House are 
creating noise that it is very difficult for the Speaker to come to a 
right conclusion over facts. Now, if the statement is in the nature of 
what Dr. Sanyal says, tlien I must say that it is not a reflection. My 
impression was that he referred to the speef h of the Hon’hle the Chief 
Slinistei. He says that* he lias not done so. As that interruption was 
in the midst of a generaf statement which I was making, well, coming 
after that, it was not an imputation. ^ 

Apart from that Dr. Sanyal has made a most .serious imputation 
against the Speaker and I would now adjourn the House. I do not 
propose to take the Chair again till the House decides what steps it is 
going to take against this imputation. ^ 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am perfectly willing to with- 
draw all the imputations that I might have made against the Speaker. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, now that 
Dr. Sanyal h as made an unqualified withdrawal and a|K)logy, I think 
you, Sir, in your generosity and in full consciousness of the dignity 
of your jwsition, will he pleased to accept it. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to accept that. But I must 
ask the Leaders of the different Groups to help me in carrying on my 
functions as the Speaker by keeping under severe control members who 
can make a statement of that nature even in the midst of excitement, 

and I have nothing further to add. It is not a question of argument. 

^ « 

So far as the discussion is concerned, I will give my reason as to 
why the motion for adjournment is not in order. For the time l)eing 
it seems to me that the motion is not in order. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: You have not heard us, Sir. 

I 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am prepared to hear from one on your side 
only about the legal point. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard 
to the legal point I wopld like to mention that it is a matter of very 
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great public iuiportanoe inasmuch as under the present constitution^ 
the Ministers will be called upon to make statements of their policy — 
policy of Government — before their party assemblages. In ti^ prelient 
cane the Hon’ble the Chief Minister ^^ile presiding over a meeting 
of the Bengal Provincial Muslim League made \ statement of policy 
which evidently ^everybody in that meeting and those outside who 
bad r^iad that reimrt must have taken as a statement of policy of the 
Government. I would submit. Sir, that the feeling that has been 
created in the province 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Basu, I hope you will confine yourself *10 the 
legal point- 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Ws. Sir* the statement that he* 
has made can legitimately give rise to a feeling that it is a statement 
of policy on hehall of Uie (fovcrnment hv one who certainly is entitled 
to represent the policy of the (lo%'ernment before the pi^hlic. I submit, 
Sir, that this House can by an adjournment motion qiuwtion that 
statement and raise that question for an answer from the Minister 
who is respofisil)lc*for a statement of that charueter. It is extremely 
difficult, Sir, t(» dissociate tin* public character of the Minister in a 
matter of public policy delivered on u public occasion at an important 
meeting of a jxditical party which is the party to which the Minister 
himself belonged at that moment and still belongs. I wmuW. there- 
fore. submit, Sir, that if you once decide that these statements of 
policy in political meetings which certainly have a politi<‘al aspect 
and will influence public opinion or sentiment in this province are 
beyond the piirci<‘w or the scope of adjournment motions, then I 
submit that it will result in a substantial curtailment of the 
privileges of this House. This House is the only forum, Sir, where 
the Ministers can really be put on tbeir trial on tbeir statements of 
policies made in such, public meetings. I would, therefore, submit, 
Sir, that if you once hold that this is not within the purview of an 
adjournment motion, it will be difficult for us to exercise our function 
in*caning into question such statements which have been or may be 
made from time to time. There are two other remedies pointed out 
by you, viz., a no-confidence motion or a resolution. I submit ther^ 
might be alternative remedies, but that does not deprive us of the 
other remedy if that is unquestionably open to us. I, therefore, 
submit that youVill not take steps to curtail our rights and privileges 
and thereby deprive tlie Opposition of a very valuable right which 
has been conferred upon it by the Goveininent of India Act and the 
rules piade thereunder. ^ 

Mr. JOCEiH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, may I only add that 
Major Attlee’s speech was the subject of disemsion in the House of 
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•Parliftinent — a speech made at a Scottish Dinner of the Premier; atid 
HO far as my recollection goes — I Am not quite sure of the fact — there 
]»av/* beeA other cases including that of Sir Stafford Cripps. On that 
basis. Sir, you cannot disiocmte the personality of the Premier and 
the President of a political association when he is making a speech 
in public in a political conference. While he. ^is continuing as 
Premier, it is absolutely necessary that we should h%Te an opportunity 
of ilis<*iiHsing the matter. My friends have suggested the motion of 
iio-c(»nfidence. That may wait: wc may not now despair of pointing 
out the error of his ways and helping the establishment of communal 
peace *and harmony in this province. If you rule out an adjournment 
mol ion on a technical ground as to whether he was actually speaking 
as t!c (’hiet Minister or as the President of the Muslim League, we 
shall )»e deprived of a correi'tive remedy with regard to some wrongs 
<ione hv a person whose position requires that every word should l)e 
uttt'ied with the ulnowt caution. This is wlijjt I want you, Sir, to 
coi’sider. 

Th« Hon*ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir. 1 sulmiit 
tliat if it is accepted as a matter for an adjournment moLon, it W(fuld 
be iicating a dangerous precedent. Thi^ is a (’oalitiou (jovernment, 
and every Minister has a right t(» speak to his ))art\ as to how the party 
should organise itself. 1 am quite sure that even at a public meeting, 
even at the conference of the Muslim lieague, what(‘Ver t^e riiief 
Minister might hav(‘ said, must have been his own view as President 
of 11 h' Muslim League. It Ijas nothing to (1(» with the (lovernment 
poH<\v, because if it had been a (lovernment policy, he ought to liave 
consiilted us. As he has said something to his co-religionists, so I am 
perfectly at liberty to say to the Hindus to organise themselves to 
fight against the Muhammadans. You may remember. Sir, that at 
a Muslim League meeting at Lucknow which the Hon’ble the Chief 
Ministei attended as a delegate he sai«l something which I did not 
coiTf>boratc, — I refuted it in newspapers saying that 1 did not 

subscribe to his policy (Dr. Nu.inaksh.\ Swyai. : A happy 

family indeed!) AVe non not be a happy family. As a matter* of 
fact. Sir. that has nothing to do with the polir\ of a Coalition Govern- 
ment. As regards the case of Major Attlee, I do not remember the 
case well. Put so far as I know, it was in connection with the policy 
of the Government and not the case of an individual who addressed 
his own view to his own part\ . That is why Ma^or Attlee’s case 
cannot be taken as a precedent. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Suntosh Kumar Basu and Mr. Jogesh 
Cbi^ndra (iu])ta have raiml certain points and have given certain 
precedents. In view of that. I think I should not give my final 
decision to-duy. This will help me to consider the matter in detail 
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ftieid in a <H,spasMionate manner. 1 (*an assure the Hou^e that while • 
t shall not allow myself to be carried away by any feeling for one 
side or the other as to whether the motion should be allowed •or not, 

I shall rigidly abide by the rules as •! understand them. It may 
happen that my understanding of the rules might not be c»>rrtH‘t. — the 
honourable members eerfainlN possess a remedy for that. S(» far aa 
my sttidy of the lyaterials at hand are epncerped, my i)re8ent inclina- 
tion i.f'that the motion is not in order; hut in view of the points just 
raised, I want time to eon.Nider the whole thing in fuller detail and 
tlien give my decision thereon. As this will take time, 1 am <»f opinion 
that the <iuestion of urgency will not arise. • 

I now call uj)ou Khan Baliadur Mohammed AH to movt* Kesolutioo 
No. 1 which stands in his name. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: .^ir. I heg to move — 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN< 1 am *'er\ sorry to 
iiitenui)t 'ii\ this stage, Sir. It the a(lj(Hirnment inotitm is to Ik? 
allowed at all, it slunild be done to-day and not later, heeause of the 
itn])ortan(»‘ o# the ('aleutta Munieipul tAinendment) Bill. 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA SANYAL. On u point oi order. Sii. Tiie 
matter of the adjournment motion has been closed for the pn*Heiil and 
the regtllar business ot tin* llonse has already been taken •..p. ii> 
these eireuiustaiices, tin* (juestion of taking uj» the adjournment motion 
to-du\ cannot lx* raised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* In view of the fact that the 
Opposition have expressed their willjngness to take n(» the adj«»urn- 
ment motion to-da> and I also want if to be discussed to-da.\. I W(»uld 
ask you to fix a time for it to-day. I am accepting tin* chalh‘nge of 
the Opposition. 

Mr. SPEAKER: K ven if it is accepted 1»\ \ou, I have got to see 
w'h^thtii it i*' in order, and unless and until I am satisfied. I cannot 
allow the iliscussion to take pla^e. 


NON4>FnClAL RESOLUTIONS 

Reduotion of Pay for New Entrants to Indian Civil Borvioe. 

Khan Baliatfur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. I rise to move that thin 
Assembly is of opinion dhat the Secrefarv of State for India be moved 
to reduce the scale of pay for all new entrants to the Indian Civil 
Service and the Indian Police Service. 
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^ A very eminent political leader of this country once said that 
membera of the Indian Civil Service are seldom Indians, hardly ever 
civil and by no means a sjsrvant. But it is gratifying to note that 
to-day happily that charge does not fullj^ hold good, for quite a good 
proportion of them i. are Indians and a large number of them have 
become civil. With the advent of the present Reforms and transfer- 
ence of greater powers to the ‘Legislature, the superiority consck^usness 
of the Indian Civil Servants is slowly but perceptibly undergoing a 
change. I mention this because the resolution I am sponsoring to-day 
is not born out of any feeling of resentment or grievance which in the 
past have so often embittered relations between the services and the 
public. In the past, men in the services have often looked upon 

% themselves as demi-gods administering justice and mercy to a benighted 
populace, and naturally enough, in the public mind there was a sense 
of dull and impotent rage against public servants, paid out of public 
money, who treated their masters in a way haVdly consonant with that 
relationship. to-day 1 raise the (juestion once again and want the 
scales of salaries of Indian Civil Service and Indian Police Service 
reduced, it is not out of any such feeling of resei\tment nor with the 
idea of making pcditical capital out of it but be('ause a calm and 
dispassionate survey of the financial situation in the country, a survey 
which it was perhaps impossible in the past to undertake with detach- 
ment, convinces me that princely scales and privileges en.ioyed by 
these services are out of all proportion to and in(*ompatible with the 
pressing economic needs of the people and the extremely meagre 
resources of the country. 

Sir. in a countr\ where the bulk of the jiopiilation cannot have 
even two sipiare meals a day, where the (juestion of dal hhat still 
presents the most burning problem of the hour, it is nothing short of 
a disgrace to superimpose on that country a service carrying a scale 
of pay which the already overburdened tax-payer can ill-afford to 
bear. It has been imiintained in the past at the cost of the hungry 
millions of half-famished, semi-clad, and disease-stricken people of 
this country and is being maintained at present as a lega(‘y*^of •the 
past bureaucratic Governments and shielded by the protecting wings 
of the Government of India Act of 193o. But with the dawn of a 
new era of a fairly democratic Government, it is but meet and proper 
that efforts should now be made to rectify as far a.s practicable the 
concomitant evils of foreign domination. * 

Sir, it is apparent from a mere cursory perusal of the budget that 
the present ecale of pay of Imperial Service officers makes the 
administration of the province very top-heavy and leaves but a bare 
maVgin for important works of nation building. To quote a single 
instance, the maintenance of the establishments of the five Divisional 
Commissioners costs Kie Provincial Exchequer a huge and staggering 
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sunt of Rs. 4,06,000 pel annum, and that at a time when money cannot 
be found for free primary education about which the whole nrovince, 
with one voice, is insistent. Sir. the posts of such Divisional tbmmis- 
sioners can easily be abolished without affecting in any way the 
efficiency of the administration. Or, in the alteryative, the number 
can ^sily be reduced from 5 to 3, as suggested in the report of the 
Swan I^minittee. jrhicb you, Sir, were a member. Even this step 
would save a drainage of over a lakh and a half from the provincial 
coffers. Sir, the scales of pay of the provincial services have been 
revised and the basic salary reduced to Its. 1”»0 from Its. 260 per 
month. This ha-* certaiiil\ iiiiiumised the heav\ charges uudef the 
head “General Adnnnistrati(»u”, but there has been no proportionate 
reduction in the hjTsic p^y of the Impt'rial Services nor a revision in 
their scales. This. Sir. is ine{|uituhlc atid unjust. After all, there 
is ver\ little difference in the quality of Indian recruits to the two 
8ervi(*es and in the iiaiuiie of work expected of them. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI (to the Hon’blo 
Mr, Nalini Rinjan Barker): \Vh\ are you looking so palei^ 

(At this stage the Hon hie Mr. Nalini Uaujan Sarker crossed over 
to the h(‘nch ot Kui Harendra Nath Chaudhnri.) • 

• 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Indian re(uuiis to 
Imperial Services and the ]»rovincial services are drawn from the same 
strata of society pfjssessing the same typ»* of qualihcutioiis. Instancefl 
arc not rare when candidates unsuci'essful at the (•ompetitive examina- 
tion for enirance to the Provincial (Mvil ServiiTS have ciunpeled and 
qualified for admission to the Imperial Services, 


Tho Hon*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: May I point out. Sir, 
that we on this side of the House cannot hear anything IxM^ause of the 
conversation ihat i-* g<*ing on over there (pointing to the CongreM 
Benches) *1 

(At this stage the Ilon’ble Mr Nalini Ranjan Sarker eame back 
to hia .seat.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Finance Miuiater 
haa been snubbed by the Home Minister! (Laughter.) 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is alway.s danger in cruising the floor! 
(Laughter.) * 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Aud further, instances are ulso 
not wanting? when nominations to the Indian Civil Service have been 
made (tom the cadre of the Provincial Service. On the other band, 
examinations and methods (tf recruitment to both the Imperial and 
the Provincial Services are also identica<i, with the result that we pay 
for our Indian Civilians a sum wholly disproportionate to the market* 
price at which they a^e available; especially in these days df acute 
and pver-Kiwin^ unemployment problem. * 

The Lee Commission report in discussing; the question of the ba^sic 
pa,\ ^ot the Imperial Services ag^reed with the view's expressed in the 
Islinjrtnn (’ommission Report, which runs as follows: — 

“(iovernment shoyld pay so much and so 'much only to their 
employees as is necessary to* obtain recruits of tlie rijrht stamp and to 
maintain them in such a deg-ree of comfort and dignity as will shield 
them from tem])tation and k<*^P them etficiant for the term of their 
service”. , 

Sir, 1 accept that principle wimle-heartediy, ))ut that principle 
itself demands that tlie extravagant scales mjj^' prevalent in the 
Imperial Services must be curtailed, ('an any one ‘ maintain that 
recruits of the right stamp will not be available even if the maximum 
salary of the Indian Civil Service were Rs. LoOO per mensem? Can 
any one maintain that Its. 1,000 would not be enough to maintain 
District Otticers in a degree of comfort and dignity as w'ill shield them 
from temptation and keep them efficient for their term of service? 
Further, is it not a fact that the degree ot responsibility and initiative 
required from a (iovernment servant has changed materially in the 
India of to-day? F(»r. with the ushering in of the present reforms 
and the transferance of power from the ('ivil Servants to non-ofhcials^ 
tin* responsibility that so long vested in the otticers of superior services 
have been curtailed to a ver\ considerable extent, and, consequently, 
the> have now’ v(‘ry little ‘'Cope to succumb to temptations. Further, 
with the growing consciousness of the peojile and the interest evinced 
by local members of Legislatures, it is no longer possible for^Civil 
Servants and police officials to stoop to corruptions. Dne word more 
in this connection. Sir, in the previous regimes, in the days w'hen 
bureaiuracy held sway, menilH*rs of the Indian Civil Service luid to 
adumbrate policies and direct lines of action which the Government 
of the day had to adopt. Kven District Officers \j’ere like feudatory 
<‘hiefs. and one. as late as 1931, was known as the Maharaja of a 
certain district in this province. But with the dawn of a new era of 
constitutional (iovernment in this country (he District Officers, and 
e^en Secretaries of Departments, are to carry on mere routine work 
and to follow the policy dictated by responsible Ministers. This is 
partially w'hat it shjfuld be, I say '^partially”, because we want our 



141 


li^*] NO\-OFFICIAL kIsOU TION’S. 

» 

Civil Servants to (xeupy the same position in the administration of 
the* country as do the* Civil Servants in England or, for the matter 
of that, in any other ronntry of the world. In England, the Home 
Oii^l Servants enjoy a seale of pa\ of about Rm. 250 to few. 850, 
This, too, in a eoiintry where living is dear. Rut. of course, in (hat 
country (^ivil Servants have i/t> false sense of dignity of position, and, 
the^^^>re. can live hinnb]> but comfortubly . *Rut in India our 
Civilians have to l^ve like aristocrats, ^^ow. J^ir. what are the prime 
i|ualifications necessur\ in a Civil Servant!" A recruit must l>e 
po.sses.sed of requisite educational ([iiuliticatioiis, common-sense, and 
souml physique to enter the ('ivil Service. No expert or technical 
knowledge or (jualification is necessary . Then win should a premium 
— a heuvv premium at that — he paid for such recruitment ^ No other 
service in the worlfl commands siu h emoluments, such privileges, and 
such facilities as ours. 

Now. Sir. I come to aiiothei question discussi'd by the Lee Coitimis- 
sion. namel\ . that of basic pa\ of European officers. The report has 
com]uire<l the initial salar.v of Eurojiean assistants amT exei'Utives in 
meK.intilc firms in ('alcutta. Rut I would like to point out that such 
comj)arison i^^ al)so^itel\ out of place for several reasons. The ehief 
point of difference lie" in the tact that while mereantile assistuntH 
have to live in Calcutta with high rents and expensive i*ost of living 
in the Metropolis, our Civil Servants have to Ih*e in the mufussal 
with ver\ cheap cost of cstahlishment expenses, with free i^derlies, 
free medical advice, and often, as in the I'ase of the Subdivisional 
Oftieers, free houses. Then, the (’ivil Servants get an annual 
increment of Rs, 5(1 per month rising to almost a princely figure. 
Add to this the overseas pa> , which alone c<»sts our exche{|uer a sum 
of Ks. 1.45.400 for the (!ivil Servant.s alone, the grant of free ])assages 
to England, and concessional rebate in the matU*r of remittances to 
England. These faitors make one believe that the high scale of pay 
is maintained for the purpose of British «»\ploitation of Indian 
revenues. 

^ir^ the Retrenchment Coiinnittee, appointed by a (loveniinent 
resolution, in deference to the wish of the Legislature, of the 25th April, 
19t32, of which > 011 . Sir. were a member, examined the (|UeHtion of 
the pay of Indian Civil Service officers and suggested a reduction in 
the scale. Sir, the condition then prevalent was entirely different to 
that cd the pre.sei^t time. We feel that the Committee, w'ith its limited 
scope under the former (lovernment. could not examine this question 
in such a detached and impartial manner as we can do at the present 
time. The Committee, however, considered the present scale of pay 
to be extravagant and suggested a reduced scale ranging from Rs. 675 
to Rs. EoOO-. 
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Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his budget speech has said — 
^Hhe present conditions in our province may reasonably be described as 
a state of emergency”. We agree with him. In a state of emergency 
we mupi protect our interests as best as we can with all the strength 
at our command. We haye to find money for nation>building purposes. 
To make matters worse we are threatened with additional taxation. 
What greater justification (^an there be tor an attempt to reduce the 
prohibitive cost of administration of this province? 

Sir, section 244 of the (rovernment of India Act of 1935 reads as 
follows — “As from the commencement of Part III of the Act appoint- 
ments to the ('ivil Services known as the Indian Civil Service, the 
Indian Medical Service (Civil) and the Indian Police Service (which 
last mentioned service shall thereafter be known as the Indian Police) 
shall until Parliament otherwise determines, be made by the Secretary 
of State”. * . 

vSub-section (4) runs as follows — “It shall be the duty of the 
Governor-Ceneral to keep the Secretary ot State informed as to the 
operation of this section, and he may, after the expiry of such periods, 
as he thinks tit, make recommendations for the modification thereof”. 

In view of this it is abundantly clear that we tire (jvite competent 
to recommend to the Governor-General and the Secretary of State for 
India to revise the scale of pay of all new entrants to the Imperial 
Services. Sir. I might mention in this connection that Sir Maharaj 
Singh, p distinguished ex-inemher of the Provincial Service, vho rose 
to the eminent post of the Home Member of the United Provinces 
Government, tabled a re.solution for the provincialisation of the Indian 
V\v\], Indian Medical and the Indian Police Services. This resolution 
received the whole-hearted support of the House including the mem- 
bers of the European Group. May 1 in this connection request the 
European members of fhis House to emulate the example set by their 
compatriots in the United Provinces? Mr. H. G. Walford, speaking 
on behalf of the Kuroj>ean Group, during the debate on the resolution 
of Sir Maharaj Singh said : 

“The other ground upon which I support this motion is the existence 
ot invidious distinction between services who do exactly the samV work 
as the I’rovinciul Services, should be considered superior .services, receiv- 
ing higlier emoluments and special privileges, while the Provincial 
Services are eonsidered subordinate, or inferior services. This anomaly 
must be removed”. 

I hope the European Group in this House will also endorse the above 
views and lend their support to my resolution. 

Bef(>re I conclude I would like to add one more word. We do not 
watt any racial iHscrimination to be made in the mattor of emoluments 
or privilege^ tt» Indian or European members of the services. We do 
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want the vei^* purpose of this resolution to be defeated by a nominal 
re4|uotion in the scale of pay and a pro ratn increase in the overaeaa 
pay of the European officers. Members of the same service should be 
treated equally in all matters. In this connection I would} suggest 
the following scale of salary: — Its. 350^ to Rs. 1,000 and Rs*. l.dOO' 
for Commissioners or Secretaries of departments. The payment of 
overseas allowance should also be proportionately reduced. We have no» 
obj^fHj^n to payment of free passages as at present, provided second 
class passages are*aUowed instead of fiist class. In this conneidion 
Indian officers hailing from distant pr(»vimes should be granted the same 
privileges of tree passages t(» their native places. 

With regard to the Indian Police Service, 1 suggest a scale of 
Rs. 300 to Rs. 8o0 with Ks. 1,000 for l)eput> Inspettor-tieneral and 
Rs. 1,250 for the l^ispector-General . 

• 

With these words, Sir, 1 commend mf resoUition to the acceptance 
of the House. 

(The Hoiise was then adjourned for In minutes.) 


yAfirr <1(1 jounnnrnt .) 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mi. l)eput> Sjieuker. Sir, J con- 
gratulate Khan Hahadur M(djammed Ali, though he is not in the 
Hause, for having moved a much overdue resolution. I hopej* it will 
receive the unanimous support of the party to which he belongs and 
also of the European Group. On behalf of the Congress Assembly 
Party, I give my whole-bearted support to this resolution. 1 may also 
inform the (lovernmeiit as well as the iiKMiihers of the House tliat a 
.‘^iniilar recominondation has been M*nt hy the Madras (b»vernnient. 
It would have been an iiiij»rovement it the Khun Bahadur hud added 
the Indian Medical Sciviie, the Engineering Service and tlie other 
Imperial Services 

Ih% Hofi’bte Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA NANDY, of CotMinbiiart 

It is no longer Engineering Service. 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Whatever service it is and whatever 
name it has — they are drawing a very high salary — all these posts should 
have been included in the resolution. But, Sir, we shall be glad to 
have this beginning and I hope we will continue to reduce the salary 
of all these highly paid officers. With these words I recommend this 
resolution for the unanimous acceptance of this House and, I am sure, 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister will also accept this resolution. 
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Mr. DEI^UTY SPEAKER: Maulvi AMul Latif are .v^a 

moving your airieiidment!'' • * 

(A vj>i(h: Tlie honoiiiable member is not in the House.) 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja ^ir NAZIMUIW)IN: As tar as (lovernment 
are concerned, it is *<vel] known that this is a subject tor which Govern- 
ment are not directly responsible, and therefore according to thi^^sual 
practice the\ will not take part in the voting. *Ttie membersN)f the 
Government will remain neutral and they will forward to His Excellency 
the Governor the jjroceedings of this House with the rei[uest tliat it may 
be forwarded to the proper quarters. We do not want to express any 
opinion on subjects for which w'e are not directly re.sponsihle, but f 
would like, if J ma> sa.s so, to congratulate the Ipmourabic member 
who has made this speech. Though I do not agree with some of 
the points mentioned there and some of the things said there, still 
1 maintain that it is a well-delivererl speech, a good speech I must 
say. The only point to remember is that, us lar as this (question is 
concerned, (ioSei nmeut action is to a certain extent restricted. It 
has already been decide<l that utter five veurs u commission will come 
here to examine the wfnde ([uestioii and one of tin* i»'‘jisons why (ioverii- 
ment at the present time d(» not propose to take any ^leps in tltis matter 
is that they realise that no useful purpose will he served, because one 
thing is definite tlgif this que.stion will not he reopened or discussed 
during this five-year j)eriod. The mere fact that Government^ are not 
taking any steps at the yiresent time does m»t mean that when suitable 
opportunity will arise. Government will not expre.ss their opinion on 
this question. The> think that that will be the time when this should 
be considered. Theref(»re. Sir. (lovernmeut will forward the proeeed- 
iugs. 


Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: May 1 suggest one thing, Sir? 
He may liave opportunity of replying to it. Is he aware that the 
Government of Madias had actually sujqiorted ii resolutiou of this 
character and had sent the reconiineiidution to Hi.s Excellency the 
Gtjvernor of Madias who has forwarded it to the proper (yuarters?* 


Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Also the Government of the 
XJuited Vrovviues pnwtvcaWy supported a resolution of t\i\s nature. 

t 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what 
is the meaning <»f ,the w’ords “practically supported”. I am definite 
on the point that two blacks do not make one white and if the other 
OiSvernments have done something w'hich is not justifiable, there i« no 
reason why this Government will make the same mistake. It is a 
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ll^take to this, qumtioB at the present time, beoamie no useful 
pu^ose will be served, and it is for this reason that this Goveimment 
4o not propose to take any steps. As I have said, when the Ji^ht time 
frill come, this Government, which h^ive a definite opinion on the 
subject, will express their opinion. 

The resolution of Khan Bahadur Mohammed All, vis., this Assembly 
is oNepinion that the Secretary of State for India be moved to reduce 
the sf^le of pay tot^ all new entrants to the Indian Civil Service and 
the Indian Police Service, was then put and agreed to. * 

DisoontiiHMiiufi of Duty on Elootriool Energy. 

Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I be^ to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that immediate 8tei>« should be taken by the* 
Government of Bengal to give effect td the resolution passed by the 
Corporation of Calcutta on 9th Novembt*r, 1938, for discontinuation 
of the levy of duty on 'electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 

at the rate of J anna per unit when the supply is mstered, and that 

the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly. 

My proposition, is very simple and very clear. It speaks for itself, 
and it requires no explanation. 1 crave your indulgence in reading 
out the resolution which was adopted by the Corporation of Calcutta 
on the 9th November, 

Mr Jalaluddin Hashemy moved the following refjolution : 
^‘That it be recommended to the Government of Bengal that 
the levy of duty on electrical energy consumed for lights and fans 

at the rate of half anna per unit when the supply is metered be dis- 

continued; and the Bengal Electricity Duty Act, 1936, be amended 
accordingly.” 

Moving the above resolution Mr. Hashemy said that this was intended 
as a recommendation to the Government of Bengal. This duty was 
imposed at a time when Government were faced with a huge deficit. 
In other words, it was an emergency measure. Since then the finances 
of Government had been improving and this year’s budget showed a 
sUtplns and he was sure that next year’s budget would show a larger 
surplus still. If they sent up this recommendation in all seriousness, 
he was sure Government would abolish this duty. The rate-payers of 
Calcutta found it hard to pay this duty and that was why they were 
having recourse to kerosene lights In progressively Increasing numbers. 

I submit in^^his connection that the Chief Executive Officer in his 
letter No, S. 6529, dated 11th February, 1939, addressed to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Health and Local Self- 
Oovqynment Department, wrote as follows: — y 

hava the honour to invite a reference to section 3 of the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, under which a duty at the rate of mx 
11 
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ifi levied and charged for eacli unit of electrical energy consum^ 
for lights and fans or both when the supply is metered. 

GovaTtiment are aware that when the Bengal Electricity Duty Bill 
was introduced in the Bengal fLegislative Council in 1935, funds were 
not easy and Government were seeking measures for financial replenish- 
ment. The importaftt consideration on which the honourable member, 
in introducing the Bill, laid great stress was that unless this BtTi as 
also four other Taxation Bills* were passed into 1^, Bengal wdtild be 
deprived of half the proceeds of the jute duty. In due course the 
Bill was passed into law. 


I may state that it is a recognised principle that the proceeds of 
any imp(»sition levied on any commodity supplied by a public utility 
^concern, operating within the limits of a local authority, should accrue 
proi)erly sp(‘aking to that authority. Now that the circumstances which 
led to the passing ot the measure n(» longer exi^t and that (»ne half or 
such greater portion as His Majesty in Counci) may determine, of the 
net proceeds of the jute duty has been detinitcK alhx'ated to Bengal 
[vide section 140 (2) of the Government of India Act, 1935J, the question 
(d rem(»val of the dut> came up before tht‘ Corj»oration tor consideration 
on tlie Otli N(»veml)er, 1938. ^ ^ 


At the meeting the oiiinion was exj»ressed that the Bengal Electricity 
Duty Act, 1935, was an emergency measure and that as no emergency 
existed now, the duty ot half an anna per unit of the electrical energy 
consumdl tor lights and fans or both when the supply is metered should 
be discontinued. The (^)rj>oration considered the matter and resolved 
that the Local Government should be reejuested to take steps for the 
discontinuance (d the duty. 


I enclose a copy of the Itesolution of the Corporation and request 
that the Government may be pleased to take steps for the dis(^ontinuance 
of the duty as early as possible”. 

This is the letter from the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation 
of Calcutta to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal. It may be 
recalled in this connection, Sir, only a year ago I tried to impress upon 
this Government the proposal of the Corporation of Calcutta foj ftur- 
chasing the electrical undertakings from the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. But, Sir, unfortunately that proposal was rejected by 
the G(>vernment for reasons best known to them. Sir, I can suggest 
an alternative to this proposal which 1 have just made. Sir, if the 
Corporation of Calcutta is permitted to purchase the ^electrical under- 
takings which they are entitled to purchase under the Indian Electricity 
Act, I am not very much particular to do away with this duXy that is 
levied on eaoi unit, namely, two pice per unit. Sir, if that is done, 
th^%(Calcutta Corporation will be able to supply electrical energy at 
one anna per unit and in that case. Sir, we will not grudge even to 
give the Government one anna per unit as duty. But that ia not to 
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Iw. BO. Sir, under the management of the present Finance Minister,* 
tiie Government of Bengal are not run at a deficit and the emergency 
has already vanished. It is high time for the Government, they 
have done in the case of the tobacco tax, io withdraw this levy from the 
poor rate-payers of Calcutta. • Sir, the Hon'hle the (Vmimerce Minister 
— I don’t see him here — knows and knows very well that the number 
of feagsene lamps is progressively increasing in Cah'utta owing to the 
povertjf of the rate^payers — particularly the Moslem rate-payers of 
Calcutta. He will do a great benefit, as the m‘w Secretary of the 
provincial Muslim League, to the Muslim p(»pulation of Calcutta if 
he helps in the withdrawal of the duty that is still hanging on the 
shoulders of the poor rate-payers of Calcutta ami I hi»pe that every 
section of the Hopse will accept the simple j)roj)osition that I have 
made here this evening. This duty on eject ricifv must go. Jt should 
have been taken aw’uy much earlier. AVith tfie advent of provincial 
autonomy, (tovernment (Might to havc‘ considered this matter earlier, 
but it is not too late even mnv. 1 hope the Government will accept 
my proposal with(Mi1 an_\ hesitation. Witli these worils, 1 commend 
my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALIKI RANJAN BARKERS I oppose this 

resolution. Acceptance of this Kenduti^m means jhat we shall lose 
about Its. 19 lakhs a year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Rupees 19 lakhs is the total. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANdAN BARKER: Rupees 19^ lakhs 
is the total, and in Calcutta the unmetered consumption is very small 
and the quantity cannot he ascertained. 

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: You can (Ut the pay of the 

I.C.S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER; After that we 
shall see that the electrieity duty is reduced. Up till that time I 
request you not to press this. My friend Mr, Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
said that it will hard hit the poor. As you know, those who cannot 
consume 15 unit^are not charged the electricity duty. But in other 
provinces, they are now imposing that duty. In Bombay everybody 
who consumes electricity has to pay a tax. There is no exemption there 
as in the case of poor people in Bengal. Those who consume up to 12 
units HI Bombay have to pay one anna, and those wlio consume nAfe 
than 12 unit^have to pay five pice. So our rate is moderate. In view 
of all this I oppose this resolution. 
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^ The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy that this AssemWy 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken by the Government 
of Ben^tl to give effect to the resolution passed by the Corporation of 
Calcutta on ^th November, J938, for discontinuation of the levy of 
duty on electrical energy consumed for ^jghts and fans at the rate of 
half anna per unit when the supply is metered, and that the Bengal 
Electricity Duty Act, 1935, be amended accordingly was th^ put 
and lost. 


Committee to enquire into Financial Administration and Workings of 
College Hospitals. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF ^BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that — 

“This Assembly is of opinion that a committee consisting of five 
members, nam-ly three members from the members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, the I’riucipal, Medical College, Calcutta, and 
one inember with audit qualification, be formed immediately to 
enquire into the financial administration and the wctrking oi the 
Medical College Hospital, ('alcutta, primarily with respect to the 
preparation of estimates and acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and 
stock-taking and other matters of allied nature’\ 

a ^ 

Sir, fully conscious of my duties and responsibilities as one of the 
representatives of this Province in the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
I have tabled this resolution. No doubt the appointment of 
any such committee is not called for unless and until there 
are reprehensible anomalies and culpable acts of omission and 
commission in the matter of tinancial administration and the working 
of so great an institution like the Medical College Hospital. But if 
it can be shown that some healthy rules promulgated by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for such administration and working has been given 
a decent burial by the hospital authorities and instances thereafter are 
available to indicate that in the financial administration of the Medical 
College Hospital which 8i>end8 lakhs and lakhs of rupees ever>^ year, 
drakes and ducks have been ployed with money, this House, I believe', 
will give unstinted support to this resolution. 

Sir, public money is the blood of the nation and if it can be shown 
that a good deal of that money is misused, improperlv spent and ques- 
tionable tactics adopted, this House should see the end of that mal- 
Mministratum. Sir, in order to make my position perfectly clear I 
draw the attention of the House through you, Sir, to the rules relating 
to the purchase, supply, maintenance of stores, of the M,edical College 
Hospitals. In section 1(e), (/) and (g) it has been provided that a 
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demonstrator should be in charge of instruments and appli-^ 
attoes/ surgical appliances and sundries and rum and winC) but I may 
enlighten the House to see through the game that a coroplJt^ go«by 
has been given to the rules and a clerk q;f the hospital has been placed 
in charge of those things. ^ 

^r, rule 10 of the same booklet says, “that tlfe tenders are to be 
submlHed in the sealed covers and to be opened before a committee”. 
•But I "{nay assure th^ House that nobody is aware of the existence of 
any such committee and it may very pertinently be said that the Secre- 
tary of the hospital is the real committee and he alone opens the tenders 
and on his notes the Superintendent acts. If the authority say^ that 
there is a Committee, then that Committee must be on paper and the 
members of such Committee are ignorant of its existence. Necessarily, 
Sir, the evils of the violation and the disy'egard *of these salutary rules 
have been manifest in the financial administration and the working of 
the hospital. One or two examples showing the questionable way of 
the financial administration and misuse and waste of public money will 
indicate strikingly the significance and motives of the disregard of 
those rules. One X’Ray Deeph-therapy apparatus w^as purchased in 
the year 1938 ^through Siemens (India), Ltd., at a value of about forty 
thousand rupees. Tin* said apjKiratus was booked at Berlin «)n 14th 
March, 1938, and reached the Medical College Hospital in the month of 
April, 1938. But to the utter amazement and sutprise of the House 
I may inform this House that while this instiument was in it% transit 
on its way to India and did not touch the shore of India, a lertificate 
was given by the clerk who was in charge, in violation of the rule on 
28th February, 1938, to the ett'ect that the article was rei'eived in good 
condition, and Sir, what is more reprehensive, mean and criminal is this 
that the full payment was made on 29th March, 1938. 

Sir, had the junior demonstrator, who must have been a medical 
man and not in a subordinate position to the Secretary, been in charge, 
this thing could not have happened. The only comdusion and irresistible 
conclusion is this that in order to facilitate the object of the Secretary, 
the object questionable in its nature, the (diarge has been given to 
a clbrlf 8ul)ordinate to him. Sir, why was this certificate, which is 
undoubtedly a false one, given without getting the thing? Nobody 
takes recourse to perjury and forgery without motive and sordid gains, 
and the House is to draw its inference from these circumstances. 

Now another instance. Twelve Japan-made jars, each of one pound 
capacity, were purchased on 30th July 1938, at Rs. 12, through Messrs. 
K. R. Lynch k Co., in suppression of the quotation of Rs. 1-8 per doxen 
from the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works. This thing, 
Sir, has recently been detected and serious attempts are being raad^to 
whitewash tb^ thing. Another instance of a serious nature was detected 
on 17th February 1939, by the assistant to S. D. D. P. This assistant 



IM NON-OFFICIA^ BESOLUTIONS. [2(>m Aran,, 

I 

while taking over several hundreds of syringes from the same K. B. 

•Lynch & Co., detected that those syringes were purchased at more than 
double t|e value and he reported the matter accordingly, but the 
honourable members of this House will be stupefied to learn that the 
Secretary had an explanation called from the said assistant as to why 
he went to question ^the propriety of the price. 

Sir. had the tenders been opened before a Committee accordiflg to 
rule 10, the suppression ‘of loVest tender could not have been Effected. 
1 may urge that if a coiiimittee of enquiry is appointed, many instances 
of suppression of tenders at a lower rate and flagrant violation of the 
rules ^ to suit the purpose of the individuals and instances of unjust 
waste of public money and maladministration of serious nature will 
stagger the public and the Government. 

Sir, one word regarding CA)ndemned articles. My definite informa- 
tion is this that stock is never taken of condemned articles and the 
register thereof is not shown by the Secretary to the Auditor at the 
time of the audit. Sir, I am also definitely informed from a reliable 
source that in case of stock-taking of the condemned articles it will 
certainly fall short. A great deal of condemned articles disappear- 
ed for the reasons whicli would be proved at the time of cuiquiry. Sir. 
I do not like to multiply the instances, because 1 believe and 1 have 
reasons to believe that it is the quality and not the quantity w’hich will 
go to influence the (q>inion and the judgment of the House. Again I 
say aiidi' boldly assert that J have tabled the resolution, tiilly conscious 
of my dulies and responsibilities. Serious allegations have lK*en made 
regarding the finamual administration ot the Medical (h)llege Ho8])ital. 
Medical College Hospital is a great iii'^titution, but its fair name is still 
greater. The duty ot the (iovernment, the j)oj)ular Government, is to 
9erupulotisl_\ set' that the administration, the financial administration, 
and the working ot such a great institution is not stained with dis- 
honesty and its rei>utati(m sullied with the mean and rapacious actions 
of any one. 

Sir, my resolution (lemamls an enquiry, fair and impartial enquiry, 
nnd does not demand to send anybody to gallows. ^ 

In order to vindicate the right cause aud to save the administration 
of Medical College Hospital from the stigma of dishonest disposal of 
hospital fund, the (h>vernmeiit shouhl rise equal to the wcasion and 
a(‘cept the resolution 1 have moved. 

In conclusion, I may say that I have not demanded anything which 
may he (ailed uureasonuhle and unfair; I have not asked the Govern- 
ment to take any steps which prudence will forbid to do. But I have 
asked the Government to respond to the just demand and accept 
mdUerate proposal. The reports of scandals and maladministration 
have encircled the financial administration and the worlcing of the 
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]|edical College Hospital, the l>est of its kind not only in India but in 
tibe whole of Asia. It is the bounden duty and heavy resjKjnaibility* 
on the part of the Government to remove the elond of BUspi(|lon based 
<m good foundation that have shadowed the good name of the inkitution 
by accepting the demand. ^The resolution aims at the removal of 
corruption and* the establishment of good reputation. So it will be 
pptJ^i^^for the Government not to oppose but to support the resolution. 

Wfth these few ^ords, I commend this resolution for the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
support the motion of my esteemed friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, I 
would at the outset say that it is a very imxle'Jt and reasonable j>roiM»sal. ^ 
Prim/i fane it may appear to he .s(artling•*ina^nwu*h as it is a new move, 
a new attempt on the part of tlie 'Legislature t4» set uj) a ('ommittee to 
make inquiries into the* corruptions ami* malpra^ t ires of an institution 
which is regarded as the premier Medieal College in* India, nay, in 
Asia, and over which lakhs and lakhs of rupees are spent for the 
redress and betteri^ent of the suftering humanity, for their timely and 
proper medical aid, for their necessary nourishment and eomforts at a 
time when they need them most. 

Sir, when allegations and definite charges of Vorruption are mt&le 
against* the managomenl and working of such an institution, I appeal 
to you and through you to the House to consider if they have been 
lightly made, particularly when coming as they do from a person with 
a pronounced sense of responsibility. Should we, memhers of the 
Legislature, rest content with deliveiing budget spee<*hes and expressing 
pious wishes or passing jiious resolutions against corruption or should we 
devise W'ays and means to put an end to the canker ot corruption whi«‘h 
is eating into the vitals and badly <lainaging the pojmlarity ot such a 
noble institution y 

To take one instance out ot many, I ma\ say. Sir, that almost every 
ort^inary patient — I mean patients who are not cormecte4l with big 
people — coming out of the Medical (\dlege, whom I have met, lias 
complained about the inadequate supply of milk, diet and other 
nourishments. Rumours of well-laid conspiracies between the agencies 
of milk supply and the officers of the institution concerned to misappro- 
priate large quantities of milk have come to our ears time and again. 
Now that the administration of the province has passed into the hands 
of a popular Government, should they risk their tM)pularity by sitting 
idle by saying that the matter has been engaging their attention, or 
should the Government have an enquiry uia4le into these by dii^in- 
guished perfons of trust and responsibility who would apply their 
judicial mind to the materials placed and arrive at a finding? If the 
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allegations are found baseless and unfounded ^ tbe reputation ai^ 
*|>re8tige of the Ministry and of the institution will be all the more 
6nhanced[ If they are found to be *true and the culprits can be caught, 
Govemihent, I believe, will not hesitate to take drastic steps against 
the delinquents. In that case 'also Government will be more popular, 
and the greatest good, would be that other branches of the administration, 
where corruption exists, will be set right. Admitting for th^^eake 
of argument that there is no corruption in the institmtions that afe are 
talking of, in that case also other institutions, where corruption exists 
will be set right — at least they will be more cautious if we begin with 
this. Sir, I am reminded of a Bengali proverb which says that one 
has to beat the daughter to teach the daughter-in-law. 

That is, Sir, all that I have got to say at the, present moment, 
'‘because I feel that, if we go to the details of corruption, the very 
purpose of setting up a Committee will be frustrated. 

With these words, Sir, I heartily support tjie resolution which has 
been sponsored by rny friend. 

Mr. 8ANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the 
Hon’ble Minister replies to this debate, may I just draw fom attention 
to one outstanding fact which will necessarily crop up in connection 
with this (juest ion ? 

So fqr as this demand for an en(|uiry is concerned, wliich i^ particu- 
larly directed against corruption or allegations of (‘orruption, I do not 
think, Sir, that any reasonable perstui will resist a proposal of tliat 
character. We are always anxhuis to see that our public services are 
rendered free from corruption, and, s(» far as this side of tlie House is 
concerned, we shall accord our full support, whenever it is asked tor, 
in bringing about such a condition in our public services that corruption 
will be a thing of the past. At the same time. Sir, I shall remind this 
House and the lloirble Ministers that this resolution demands a 
(‘ommittee of enquirj'. 

I shall only point out to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department concerned that we liad an enquiry, a full-tlress enquiry, into 
another matter relating to that particular department, which arose in 
Dacca. That was an incident which stirred the public opinion of this 
province to its very foundation — I mean the enquiry made by Mr. Tyson 
in connection with the affairs in the Dacca Medical School. There was 
— Sir, I am not going to digress into details — an enquiry which related 
to the condition of things prevailing there, so far as the position of 
girl students was concerned the Deputy Superintendent of that 

institution. Sir, the public had full knowledge of the nature of that 
enquiry. Reports used to be published from day to day in the newa- 
papers, and the whole province was agog with enthusiasm as to what 
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tk|^ result of that enquiry migrht be. But unfortunately, Sir, that 
report has been suppressed — ^we do say that it has been deliberately * 
suppressed — and although everybody in this province, who is interested 
in ^e welfare of our girl students, was anxious to find out wlat the 
opinion of the enquiring officer was witL regard to that matter, that 
enquiry report has up till now not seen the light oi day! 

^^tope, Sir th^t such a fate will not^ await the present committee 
which "Is intended to* be formed by this resolution. I do not know 
whether this resolution has Wen occasioned hy the fact that the 
particular officer coiK'erned belongs to a particular community, and it 
might be suggested that the other report would remain a sealed •Iwok 
because the officer concerned in that enquiry happened to belong to 
another comnuinitv ! 1 am not at all anxious to raise communal 

questions here. (Mr. Abdul Wahab Kh.an: Ifut you have done it * 
already! The mischief is done!) Yes, if the fnis<‘hief is done, it was 
long overdue. It ought to have Wen done long, long ago. I am only 
wmnding a note of warning. If you arc'anxiims to have enquiries and 
reports, be careful that y<m come out with the reports an^ not make any 
distinction as regards the subject-matter — whether the persons concerned 
belong to on^ coiiftnunity or another — in bringing the report of the 
committee to its final fniition and in plaeing it before the public. 
(Mr. Audul Wahab Khan: We did not expect that from you!) 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr Speaker. Sir, when 
this resoluti(»n was tabled by my lomourable friend, I bad no id«*a that 
certain specific allegations would be made. The request in the resolution 
was simply to make an emjuirv into the financial administration of the 
Medical College Hospitals. So far as that administration is concerned. 
Government had no reasim to suspect that there was anything wrong 
anywhei-e. 

For the edification of the House, I should like to state how the 
financial administration of the Medical College Hospitals is being 
carried on. The arrangement about the financial administration and 
wording of the hospitals can hardly be improved upon. The rulea 
which were framed hy Government after a Spe<*ial Officer of the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, had inspected the working of the ho.spital8, 
in consultation with the Ac^*ountant-GeIle^al, are quite elaWrate and 
provide for adequate check and scrutiny in all matters. It need only 
be mentioned th*at regarding the estimates and tenders for various 
supplies which appear to W the target of the mover, there is a committee 
oonsisiing of the Superintendent, the Secretary, Medical College 
Hospi^ls, who possesses high audit qualifi,cations, and the Resident 
Surgeon. Tenders are accepted after careful scrutiny and reports from 
police. 
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As i^gards the dietary articles, the Diet Conference presided oyer 
*by the Surgeon-Gfeneral and comped of all Superintendents of State 
Hospitaro in Calcutta scrutinises the rates and standing of the various 
tendering firms. , 

With regard to medicines, instrumenti, etc., the estimates and the 
tenders are examinefl by Government in this department in consultation 

with the Finance Department. x-' 

• . • % 

The comprehensive rules about stock taking and stock clearance 
framed by Government are strictly followed. Government had a 
Special Officer deputed by the Accountant-General in 1932 to closely 
exandne the working of the hospitals and lay down rules which were 
famed in 1933. There is also a Visiting Committee consisting mainly 
^ of non-officials presided over by the Member, Board' of Revenue. The 
members of the committee hold regular inspections of the working of 
the hospitals. Meetings of that committee are held quarterly and 
fluggestions for impiHivement ip all matters connected with the hospitals 
and the comfort and convenience of patients are made for consideration 
by (iovernmeiit. 

Sir, in these circumstances, as I have said, tlie^e was no suspicion 
in my mind that there was any neces.sity for an enquiry as requested 
in the res<dution of my honourable friend. But in the course of the 
fipeech that he has piade, he has brought forwanl certain charges of a 
•erious nature. Sir, as far as I know, T am suspicious about the 
correctness of these charges. (Mr. Annun W.uiau Kil\n : You need 
not he 6uspici(ui8 !) (A voice from the Krishak Proja benches: Even 
without making an enquiry?) Yes, even without an empiiry, because 
ih(*re are these elaborate rules, checks, and insj>e< tions, and I think that 
in th(‘ fa(‘e of all these safeguards it is not likely that things as alleged 
by my honourable friend have actually occurred. But my friend who 
has tabled this resolution is a responsible member of this Rouse, and 
he must have made these allegations with a full sense of responsibility. 
T^ot only my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Eatif Biswas has brought 
forward these charges, but these have been supplemented by my 
honourable friend Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, and my friend Mr. Sanfosh 
Kumar Basu also has .said that ns charges of a serious nature have been 
brought, in propriety GoAcrnment cannot' refuse an enquiry. Therefore, 
I think that in these circumstances, unless an enquiry is made, an 
impression may go round that perhaps there is something wrong in 
the administration of the Medieval College Hospitals. Sir, it is only 
with the object of vindicating the reputation of the Medical College 
Hospitals that 1 am prepared to make an enquiry into the matter, as 
suggested. I would also like to state that Government are as anxious 
to ^i)ut down corruption, bribery, jobbery or an\ihing of the kind as 
any meniber of this House. But I would also warn, honourable 
ineml»ers that when they bring forward any specific allegation, they 
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sl^ld be well posted with their facts. Allegations of J serious 
nature should not be made light-hej^rtedly and I hope in thisjcase, the* 
allegations have not been made light-heartedly at all. Sir, ill is really 
surprising that in referring to this resolution, my honourable friend, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, c^uld not resist the temptation of referring 
to another enquiry that was held some time ago# into certain allega- 
tiolfs^^bout a medical ofticer (‘oniiected with the Dacca Medical School. 
(Mr. SiaNTosH KrilAU Basu; Why noty* It gave me an opportunity.) 
In connection with that, Mr. Basu raised a communal question. He 
raised that question and yet, a shrewd lawyer u'i he is, he pretended 
to say he would not like to raise it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: And the reply has been like a 
shrewder lawyer. • • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Basu raised this 
question because of the ‘deliberate suppression of the report. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My friend, Mr. 
Chaudhuri, says tj^at the report ha.s been suppressed. 1 say that the 
report has n<ft been suppressed but the leport has not been published 
(Hear, hear from the Opposition Bemdies) with the same object that is 
dear to my honourable friends. It is in the interests of the good 
name of the institution itself that Government did not think it Ht 
to jniblish the report * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ixd the people judge. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: But there is a question 
pending for answer about the report and about the steps whiidi Govern- 
ment have taken with regard to the rejiort. That question has cer- 
tainly been pending lor a long time but Government will come forward 
with a reply very soon and I hope the House will he satisfied. I 
again repudiate, with all the emphasis that I can command, the sug- 
gestion made by my honourable friend, Mr. Basu, that it was any 
communal consideration that weighed with (he Government in dealing 
with the matter in the way they did. My friend also suspects in the 
present case that Government will not probably deal with the matter 
equarely and fairly because a gentleman belonging to a particular 
community may be 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. I strongly repudiate the suggee- 
tion which the Hon'ble Minister has put into my mouth. 

Tilt Hon’/ilt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN l That is the clear insinua- 
tion which my friend has made 
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Rai IjARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Oi^ a point of order, Sir. 
'When a vpeaker disowns having s^d a particular thing, does it lie in 
the mouih of the other side to repudiate that? Is he not bound to 
accept that according to parliamentary convention? 

Tha Hon’Me TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Did not raise the 
communal question and did he not say that in this particulap^^Sse, 
Government should not l>e influenced by the consideration of the fact 
that this gentleman belongs Uj a particular community? Did he not 
raise that question? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I refuse to be cross-examined 
by the Hon^ble Minister. He may adopt any method he likes to 
pander to the communal frenzy of his friends. 

Tfl0 Hotl'bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I again raise my voice 
of protest against the insinuation of my honourable friend. I think it 
is extremely sui prising that an honourable member of this House after 
having made a certain allegation should neither withdraw it nor allow 
his opponents to comment upon it. That is certainly a very peculiar 
position that my honourable friend wants to take up in* this case. I 
can only say that so far as this (Government are concerned, no com- 
munal considerations will w'eigh with them in any manner and that 
it is only the considerations of justice and fairness that will^ be the 
decidinff factors in any matter that this (lovernment may deal with 
(Mr. Santo.sii Ki m ah IhAsr : With the Dacca Enquiry also, I hope.) 
Yes, W’ith everything. As regards the attitude of the (Government 
W’ith regard to the resolution under discussion, I have already made 
my position clear. 

The motion of Maulvi Alnlul Latif Biswas that this Assembly is of 
opinion that a committee consisting of five members, namely, three 
members from the members of the Bengal liegislative Assembly, the 
Principal, Medical College, Calcutta, and one member with audit 
qualification, be fonned immediately to enquire into the financial 
administration and the working of the Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, primarily with respect to the preparation of estimates and 
acceptance of tenders, stock clearance and 'stock-taking and other 
matters of allied nature, was then put and agreed to. 

Raplaoemtnt of Govorimiont of India Act by Gonstituant Assombly. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should request the (jbv- 
emment of India to forward to His Majesty's Government the expree- 
aion of opinion of this House that the Government of India Act of 
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^86 should be replaced by a Constituent Assembly electei on tbe^ 
IlMiie of adult franchise, which nyiy allow the people of full 

aoope for development according to thier needs and desires;* find that 
for transitional purposes this Assembly ^hopes that His Majesty^s Gov- 
ernment will set up a Centr|il Goveniment free from the objectionable 
features of the Federal Scheme as laid <lown iw the Government of 
Act, 1935, to be evolved in consultation with the Provincial 
Governments and national leaders. • 

What are the objectionable features of the Federal Constitution ^ 
There is no Upper House in any of the provinces with Gie same 
powers over the purse as the liower House. There is no iildirect 
election to 8113 ^ of the provimial I/ower Houses. Indian Rulers do 
not send their nc/niinees to any of the Provimyal Jjegislatures. Thereg^ 
are no reserved subjects in the provinces, ^'dghty per cent, of the 
provincial revenues are not mortgaged to tlu* reserved subjects. No 
big subject like Railway.s or Currency pr Exchange is handed over to 
outside authorities like the Federal Railway uuthorit;^ or the Resei've 
Bank of India in the provinces. No I^rovincial (iovernor has any 
special safeguards for the financial stability of any province. No 
commercial s^fegifards whii h limit mercilessly the powers of an Indian 
Commerce Minister in the Federation, handicap the Provincial 
Ministers, Defence, which hurts the self-respect of India, is not a 
provincial problem. 

• 

All these and other ugly features are present in the Federal C-on- 
stitutioii and we see no change of heart in the present Government 
of India showing the possibilities of any co-operation. The ruthless 
views of the Governor-General and his advisers on the Govemor- 
General’s powers regarding legislation at the Centre, for example, the 
Income-tax Bill, under the clauses of the Government of India Act, 
1935, which are coming into force even without the inauguration of 
Federation; the statement made by the Government of India about 
the Congress Working Committee’s resolution on the rupee ratio and 
the appointments to the Viceroy’s Executive Council, even though for 
a #h^ period, all alike show that in spite of the Viceroy’s desire as 
expressed in the Calcutta s|)eech of December last, to secure good-will 
and co-operation, there is no attempt on the part of the Government 
to secure the same. 

So the Viceroy’s appeal to India for collaboration, even to those 
who may sincerely doubt the value of the Federal scheme and for 
trust — trust in the sincerity of those by whom the scheme has been 
devised, trust in the good-will and good faith of those by whom it 
falls -to be carried out, I would humbly reply by quoting an English 
proverb — “trust begets trust.” Let the Viceroy trust the Indian 
leaders, let the Viceroy pursuade the Indian §tates 
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Mf.llPEAKERs The Viceroy speech is not the subject matter 
of discufsion now, so you should pot discuss it here. You may make 
a menticm of it incidentally. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: I>et the iVditical Department not stand 
between the rulers ‘and their people and let the Viceroy remove the 
ugly features, I have mentioned above. They may all he doip^ven 
without amendment of Mie Act, hut England '*mii8t learn ttr trust 
India, not only to govern herself huf (o deride freely for herself her 
own future political destiny. Ilul thU i.^ not to be. 

Sir, like the Indian National (‘ongre^^, we do not recognise the 
right of the British Parliament to fiame the constitution of the 
Government of India. We also unconditionally r^^jcct the Govern- 
ment of India Art of Itfdo. 

The down-trodden people dejirivcd ot even the fundamental rights 
of humanity, oppressed and exploited hy the privileged few, want 
complete emancipation from economic iHUidagr, AH jiolitiral organi- 
sations of India luive ma<Ie independence as their goal. It indepen- 
dence is meunt for this vast pauperised masse'*, we shall have to take 
up all national and international ])rohlcms, as the'Jndirn struggle is 
closely linked U]) with the huge strujjgle waged outside against Impe- 
rialism, study every objective conditions caiefully, analyse every' 
ec^onomic factor, watch each and c\ery concrete situation, ascertain 
the root (tause of economic* crisis, world depression, and contradictions 
in the existing social order, and adopt a scientific course of action. 

These economic and other problems which press insistently on masses 
cannot find solution nor can India get l id of her poverty ami keep pace 
with the modern progress unless ])eoi>le have full opportunities of self- 
development and growth which independence alone can give. The 
inherent right and dignity of the people also demand this full freedom. 

No other coristitutions or attempted solutions of the problems can 
be accepted by the Indian people. We, like the Indian National 
Congress, are ot opinion that in view of the situation in India, the 
organised strength of the national movement, the remarkable groycth 
of Ibe consciousness of the masses, new' awakening among the people 
of Indian States as well as the rapid development of the world situa- 
tion, the time has eome for the full application of the principle of 
self-determination to India, so that the people of India might establish 
an independent democratic state hv means of u constituent assembly. 

Provincial Autonomy affords no such scope for development and its 
capacity for good is being rapidly exhausted. The proposed federa- 
tion strangles India .still further and should not be accepted. We are 
therefore firmly of opinion that the whole of the Government of 
India Act must give place to a constitution of free India*'made by the 
people themselves. 
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indepeudent and democratic India will face the aolntioM of our ^ 
gmt problems rapidly and effectively and will line berJef with 
progressive peoples of the world and thus aid the cause of deipocracy 
and freedom. 

Sir, I commend the resoli^ion tor the acceptance of the House. 

* A 

DiP:%NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: 1 hey: to uicve, by \\ay of amend- 
ment, ^o Resolution *No. 6 that in line 5 alter the words “replaced 
the words “a constitution framed hy“ he inserted and that the 
following be added to the trsolution, namely: — 

• 

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majesty’f^ 
(loverniuent in this respect no attempts should he made by 
the IN'ovincial (iovernment to further the introdintion of ' 
the Federation as contemplated under the Act at juesent.^ 

My amendments are tliiis reall.\ two iielependent amendments. The 
first amendment refers to a vcibal change, because ? felt that the 
wording of the resolution as given notice of had left out a few words. 
After the words “replaced by” 1 wanted to add the words “a consti- 
tution framed* hv,“ because without thcs(‘ words the resolution as 
circulated would not have any d(‘finitc meaning. Thereafter towards 
the end of the resolution T want to add the following words “and 
further that pending the final decision of His Majesty’s (Government 
in this respect no attempts .should he made by the Proviiieial fiovern- 
ment to further the introduction of the Federation as contemplated 
under the Act at present.” 

In moving these two ameivilinents I must make the position of 
myself as well as that of the Congress party clear. It is well known 
that the (Congress stands committed to oppose the Federation tooth and 
nail. The President of the Congress and the resedutious adopted at 
various meetings of the Congress have condemned the federation 
unequivocally 

Mtlllvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Not thp ri>rht winffers. 

Dr. IIALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All wingN of the (’ongres.^; there 
is no difference of opinion in this respect. Along with the Muslim 
League the Congress have condemned the present scheme of federa- 
tion in no unequivocal terms. Accordingly, I had given notice of a 
resolution myself which was drafted carefully. That residution was 
printed as Resolution No. ^18. The wording of (he resolution w’us as 
follows : — 

♦ 

“This Assembly is of opinion that steps should bs taken to represent 
to the proper authiiriiies that the present Constitution under the 
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Govenliieiit of India Act, 1935, should bfe i^piacod hy one, fmiped 
on the pasis of national independence, by the people of India through 
a Constituent Assembly elected on Adult Franchise; and that so long 
as suitable modifications are not made in the present provisions for a 
Federal Government at the Centre the provincial Government should 
take no part in thei introduction of the second part of the Act relating 
to the Federation of India/' . ' 

^ ^ r 

The position is perfectly clear. I would no\, as you have ruled 

that we should not at this stage, enter into the discussion of the 

merits of federation as enunciated or contemplated in the Govern- 
ment of India Act. I would only submit that no section of the popu- 
lation in India have accepted the s<iheme proposed in the Government 
of India Act for a Central Government of the country. It is only fair 
therefore that suitable' representations should be made as far as possible 
to get that part suitably modified. So far as we are concerned, we do 

not believe that any just constitution, any ffiir constitution, is likely 

to come through the hands of the Parlijimentary draftsmen sitting 
thousands of miles away, and we repudiate the claim of the Britishers 
to govern us in this countiy according to u constitution they choose to 
frame and therefore the resolution proposed by '2ny ^^teemed friend 
Mr. Abul Fazl is that we must approa< h the proper authorities not to 
frame a constitution themselves for us but to get a constitution adopted 
in accordance with the desires of the people of India based on adult 
franchise devised by a constituent Assembly. That is to say,>we want 
complete self-determination in framing our own constitution. There- 
after my friends suggests that in the intervening period, so long as 
that constitution has not been framed and adopted and put into opera- 
tion, the Central Government should be constituted according to 
certain scheme. So far as that policy is concerned, I have some mis- 
givings, l>ecau8e I do not quite follow how a Central Government can 
be constituted at this stage without further Parliamentary legislation 
being modified consequently. I want to go to the root of it. The 
Provincial Governments have a responsibility in the matter some of 
them very clearly stated that so far as the responsible Provincial Gov- 
ernments of the Provinces are con<‘enie4l, they refuse to co-opecete* in a 
matter in which the people of every section have found certain diffi- 
culties. Our Provincial Government should also refuse to help in the 
introduction of the federal part as it is now contemplated. That is all. 
I do not propose to take much time of this House, because at this 
fag end of a strenuous day I think it is only fair that we should go 
with a feeling that we have come to a resolution which is acceptable 
unanimously to the whole House. I know that probably, following 
the previous practice as my esteemed friend the Hon'ble the Home 
Minister has already adopted in the past, he will say that so far as 
this resolution is conoemed Government-' ntembers as tuch 4ill keep 
neutral. They will not take any part, nor they will make any 
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,^p»||eeryation. Aey will «imply forward the debates to the pro^r autho- 
ifties through His Ikcellency, I trust with that attitude tjlis resolu# 
tion will be unanimously adopted fty this HoUvSe. | 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very important resolution. It is ali*eady 
7-50 p.m. I have got just 40 minutes. I want to know whether the 
^ouse wants to sit a little later. • 

Rtf HAREN&RA NATH CHAUDAuRO It is already too late. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I will call <m l^ii Nazimuddin to reply. 

Tin HonTtle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
Goveniment repfying. The attitude ot the government has already.^*,, 
been explained. • 

Mr, SPEAKER: Is that the attituide? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then i will ask a member from each side to 
speak for five minutes. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, 1 whole-heartedly 

support the amendment moved by my friend, Dr. Sanyal. 


Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL : I arcM‘pt the amendment. 


Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir. our demand for the 
lejection of the constitution is based on a hearty disbelief in the spirit 
that permeates the constitution. Constitution-making is no new thing 
in our poor enslaved country and we remember wdtb bitU^rness all that 
went in constitution-making. We can never forget the history of the 
<( 4 njjitntic)n-making. After all, wdio an* the people for whom this 
constitution is made? Illiteracy, disease, starvation has become the 
order of the day- Y'ears of plunder and loot in the name of so-called 
Government, in the name of Law and Order, have turned a healthy 
prosperous land, w^ell-watered, ever green as the poets used to describe, 
iuto a desert v^here to-day famished half-naked skeletons roam like 
60 many phantoms. Wherefrom comes the fabulous wealth of England 
to-day? Has not the blood of our motherland been made to fiow into 
the arteries and veins of England. For England to talk of honouring 
the U^rty and independence of another land? For England to ti^ of 
demdteracy ♦nd to talk of framing a constitution ? I have no sympathy 
12 
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for Hitler but is he not absolutely right when he compares 

* England to a bad woman who professes virtue ^at her old ageP And 
even at^er old age, look at the lifference between the practice and 
profession of this good lady ! 

Not long ago the last world war wa§ fought. Indians blood was 
shed on the field of «Flanders, Indians gold was packed to the coffers 
of the Bank of England, to save the honour of England. Was not 
England fighting for the honour of all weak nations P TaK talks 
which her statesmen indulged in and which echoed and re-echoed and 
reverberated throughout the length and breadth of the world are still 
ringing in our ears. But what is her practice? This mock constitu- 
tion has been thrust on us. Thousands and thousands were put to jail, 
omnibus punishment, fines, searches, curfew orders, illegal lathi 
charges, snatching away of poor men’s chattle and cattle became the 
(trdcr of the day. And this Is the era of ajjpeascnient ! Poor men’s 
money was spent like water 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil must discuss the future constitution. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 hohr that to the injury 
that was done to us insult has been added. We demanded liberty and 
bread and for that, thi.s con.stitution is offered in the name of appease- 
ment. 1, therefore, hold that I am in order. 

And ’the insult is not a small one. If we search the records of all 
the countries, the world over, nowhere sliall we find a parallel of this 
wretched constitution. Hedged in by safeguards, the constitution 
has divided the fieople by means of separate electorates to that the 
invisible hands of our foreign masters can still hold the reins of Govern- 
ment. Think for a moment the condition of Bengal. Who rule the 
country? The European members w’ho sit there. How could they 
come here? Whom do they represent? Sixteen lakhs of people of 
Nadia have sent me here but how many are behind each of these merry 
group of thirty. One has heard of 13-cubit seeds of a 12-cubit melon, 
but now’ it seems a 12-cubit melon can have even 20-cubit seeds. 

If any change has been brought by this constitution, that change is 
for the worse. Cost of the top-heavy administration has increased 
still more indeed. 

The foreign army, the army of occupation must still remain — and 
not to speak of this even over the Indian army Indi^ins will have no 
say. India’s foreign policy will not be controlled by Indians. The 
railways must be in other hands. And topping all these is the 
monstrous scheme of Federation where the condition of the poor men 
wh8 always pay but cannot call for the tune has been made still worse. 
Cost of administration must increase indeed; more taxes the people 
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iMst pay; though th^ir back bends over the weight of thenWyet theji 
must not have any control over the| purse and must remain cnutent aa 
drawers of water and hewers of wood. 

Bengal was once the pioneer in freedom’s battle and therefore 
Bengal must b^ taught a letson. The constitution has purposely been 
so, framed that reactionaries, wdio have never sacrificed anything in 
their lives for th^ cause of fieedom but, always are wont to dance in 
tune ^ith their ma*ster8’ music, must come in prominence. Decent 
people laugh at the performance of these esteemed gentlemen. Mere 
Mg captions like Home Minister, Finance Minister, Revenue Minister, 
etc., do not help us. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Y ou are going into provincial matters. , 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: They are also part of the 
scheme. 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. HARIPABA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, tli« conHtilution ha. 

a ... 

brought no help and relief to the suffering millions of my countrymen. 
It has brought relief of course to .some esteemed gentlemen and their 
relatives. These gentlemen .sell the interst of tht^ir own country for 
their owm personal Ixmefit. 

Mr. SPEAKER : 1 am afraid I must say that I hold that you are 

out of order now . (Laughter. ) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: 1 bow to your ruling. 

Sir, this constitution prepared by our foreign masterH suiting their 
own interest should he discarded by us. The suffering millions must 
prepare their own constitution. And in their name, Sir, let us demand 
a constitution which will be based on adult franchise which will make 
real men of us, when Assembly Members will be so many selfless 
serfairts 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal 
has proposed thiyt the present constitution should be replaced by one 
based on national independence. So far, we agree with him. He 
further proposes that the (‘oustitution should be framed by a consti- 
tuent assembly of India based on adult franchise. It will be a really 
very happy thing for us if we are able to give expression to the genuine 
needs of tbe#Indian people through a constituent assembly based on 
adult franchise. But, Sir, where is that constituent assembly? When 
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til it goiig to be formed? My friend has talked of democracy. Sir, 
my humble submission is this that jjemocracy is a verj’ nice thing, but 
unfortunately in this world of ours, nothing is absolutely good for 
eTer>' clime and in every placei. Democracy presupposes the existence 
of a very highly cultured people living in harmony with each other. 
However unpleasant *it may be, it is no good shutting our eyes to hard 
realities of fact. Unfortunately for us, w'e are divided into groups 
and sections — jealous of each other and fightintg with each'^other. 
Dr. Sanyal has said that the Indian National Congress along with the 
Muslim liengue has (condemned the sugested Federation. It is so, 
8ir, but I believe the reasons are not the same. If we are working 
out a constitution, in case we are fully satisfied with it, nothing will 
be more , welcome than to have a constitution based on national 
independence. But, Sir, this^ nationalism has now degenerated into 
something which I need’ not mention. 

So far as Indian nationalism is concTrned, 1 have got some definite 
views on this ipatter. I think Indian nationalism will, at the ]>resent 
moment, he something highly artifical. 1 <lo not think there is 
anything common between ourselveh, the jieopie of Bengal and the 
Mahrattus beyond the fact that we live withiiv certain territorial 
boundaries. Sir, we, the Moslems, are definitely of opinion that 

eircuinstaiK’cd as we are, until real pea<*e and harmony is established 

betweefi the different eonuininities and classes in India, we, the 
MoslciiKs, must have a eonstitutioii which may be bused on independence, 
but must also be ou a separate elect4»rate basis. It is no doubt a very 
unpleasant thing, but the fact is that we have no <*onfidence in each 
otlier. It is tor tliis reason that I am able to a^iee with my friend, 
Dr. Sanyal, so far as the granting of a sp(*cial lonstitution to India 

through a const itm‘nt assemhly based on adult francise is 

concerned. Here, in India, where 99 per cent, of the popula- 
tion are illiterate, one can well think of the quality of 

adult franchise, ^^v may first prepare ourselves for having adult 
franchise and nothing would be happier Ilian when we have it. But 
the fact is that at tlie ]iiesen1 moment we are not fit for adult franchise. 
With regard to the future eou.stilution. there may W a con|^tituent 
aasemfily consisting of all partii*.'^ and all opinions based on separate 
electorates. So far as we, the Moslems, are eoncernerl, if there was a 
question of complete independence for Bengal, Bihar, the United 

Pmvinees and the Punjab, that would have been quite a different thing. 
But, Sir. Dr. Sanyal will also agree with me that, not only are the 

Hindus and Moslems now fighting with each other, but there is also 

a good deal. of provincialism throughout. The other provinces are not 
on friendly terms with Bengal, with regard to which the Congress 
mVmWrs from Bengal had a bitter experience at Tripuri. That is the 
reason why we, the Moslems, want separate electorate and also because 
Indian nationalism yrill have a high command somewhere else from 
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where they will issue commands which we will have to obey/without 
any protest. In view* of these observations, I am unable to alcept and* 
support the amendment of Dr. Salyal, as it has been drafted. But 
in its essence, so far as havinjr national independence is ('oncerned, we 
entirely agree with him. We are pri^mrcd to aci'ept a constituent 
assembly based on separate electorates for the ^lift'erent classes and 
communities and I think that a constituent assembly not based on 
adult franchise but ^ased on separate elt^ tiirate will be of great benefit 
to us. Otherwise, if tlnue is general adult irancbi>e. we are afraid, 
only the beads will be counttMl, ami the caii>es of the minorities will 
be trampled down under toot. (Dr. N.\i in vkmia S\ny\i. ; We, the 
minorities here, are prepared to subn). Hut 1 think my tri<*nd is 
talking of a democracy which, I understand, is a thing whicli disregards 
the interests of tlfc niinoriti(‘s. What I mean J»y demoiTUcv, however, 
is a thing of the people, by the people and for the people, and the 
people includes all 'icetiou'i and (•la**>eN <»f the jMijmlation. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker. Sir, on 
a resolution embodying the most momentous political issue tluit is 
facing India to-day, I hclicvi- this House, in common with all 
the elected Ji<‘gi. statures in India, whether tlu* Ministries theri‘ ar« 
Csmgress Ministries or non-('(mgre*'S Ministiies, shall take a view-point 
which will not he eidourt'd hy sectional or eomniunal or narrow partisan 
interests hut will ee]tainl\ be inspired b\ the wider interests ot nationa- 
lisni. I take it that this is the particular consideration, this is the stand- 
point that has been expiess(‘d hy the llon'lde Home MiiiiNter when he 
said that he does not wish to make it a point (»f party ])olitic*s but to 
leave it to the sense of the House to give exjiression to their opinion 
as they like, and 1 may mention that 1 want to make sure that the 
members of the (iovernment, at least on this oeeusion, will agre»* with 
me that on an Insuc like this it is not a (juestion of 
confidence or no-eonfidenee in the Ministry, but that it is a 
question of eonfidem-e (»r no-<*onfidenee in our national self- 
respe(‘t. We, amongst oursedves, may raise ijuestion.s and issues 
of eoinmunal claims and counter-claims. Hut 1 believe there is 
thrs^rnueh of confidence in the selt-relianee of all the commu- 
nities in India, wdiether they are in a majority or in a minority, as to 
advance any claims and counter-claims and to fight nut fi>r themfudves. 
But when it is a (|uestiori of the prineijde of self-determination, when 
it is a question of national self-respect and nati<mal freedom, I believe, 
Sir, that India* will refuse to be divided into Hindus and Moslems 
just as I believe that the period when India fell a victim to foreign 
Imperialist domination, there was no (juestion ot <'oinmunal division in 
Bengal. Sir, when Bengal l>e<‘ame the first fcvithold of British 
Imperialism in India, Bengal was not divided as l>etween MmAims 
and Hindus but Bengal was divided as between those who were the 
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supporter of foreign imperialism and those who were opposed to it. I 
want boti the Hindus and the Moslems to look back with pride to 
those days when in the field of pfassey the Hindus and Moslems 
combined to fight against British Imperialism. If you want to 
establish communal rights, if ^ant to fight for any communal 
rights whatsoever, by^ all means fight, and fight it out amongst our- 
selves. But when it will be a question of Clives and Hastings, let Us 
not take our stand as Mirjafais, hut let us fight {or* India’s fr^dom. 
An issue of that nature is fast coming to-day, and from that point of 
view I appreciate the standpoint which the Bengal Ministry has 
adopted on the question of discussing this resolution, and I should 
like to*add only this that the principle underlying this resolution, viz., 
the principle of India’s right to self-determination and complete 
jrejection of the constitytion framed by the British * Parliament is a 
principle accepted in common* by the Congress, the Muslim League 
and all the other political organisations in India. There is not one 
single organisation on which fhe British can . rely except perhaps 
trying to set up (;ertain hired gangs, trying to set up modern Mirjafars, 
in order to maintain their imperialist domination over India, and, 
therefore, on this issue there should be no division amongst ourselves. 
But the resolution, as it is framed, I believe, in one veiy important 
respect, may be construed, although on the (question of its underlying 
principle there is no difference whatsoever, as a sort of an appeal to 
the British ImperialTst (Government to allow us to have a Constituent 
Assembl.Wt S])euking as a reali.st in the light of cold reasoning, 
I can say that the (‘onstitution under the (Government of India Act has 
been framed not with a view to support the j>rinciple of self-determina- 
tion but to safeguard the interests of British Imperialism in times of 
war, and therefore the sanction behind the Government of India Act 
is not a moral sanction, hut the sanction of the British armed forces 
with a view' to safeguard their own interests. It will not hesitate for 
a moment to raze Arabia, barter Palestine and ravish Albania through 
the commission of a secret pact wdtb Italy. The chief culprit in the 
recent outrage on Albania is Great Britain herself. It is with the 
connivance of British Imperialism itself that Mussolini dared to 
march his soldiers across the Adriatic into Albania. I, therefore.^sa*} , 
Sir, that we do not appeal to the British Parliament. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

May I have half a minute more. Sir, to finish my speech? 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. NIHAHENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Thank you, Sir. 

We warn the British Parliament that any attempt to foist a consti- 
tution on India will be resisted by the people of India united together. 
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Witii our whole might we will rely on our national strength, for « 
this purpose we shall have to raise |i National Militia oompfesed of 
Muslims and Hindus and all the communities of India combiued 
together. It is the sanction of this National Militia which will give 
us independence and Constituent Assembly, and c'ertainly by no appeal 
to British Imperialism we shall be able to achieve this, 

(At ^his stage tjie member having reaphed the time-limit, resumed 
his seaf) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. Government do not 
propose to take any part in this debate, nor do they wish to express any 
opinion, because this is a matter which is not the immediate concern 
of Government or iwithiii their control. Therefore. Sir, Government 
do not propose to take any part in the debase. 

Mr. SPEAKER: First, there is the apieiidment of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. It has really two parts. T may say that, so Jar as the first 
part is concerned, it is really consequential; otherwise, the resolution 
will be meaningless. 1 shall, therefore, put the first part of Dr. Sanyal’s 
amendment, scithaf^the House may decide for itself what to do. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, 1 ac< ept the amenr^ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot accept the amendment ; it is the* House 
alone which can <lo so. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that by way of amendment 
to resolution No. t), in line 5, after the words “replaced by” the 
words “a constitution framed by” be inserted was then put and agreed 

to. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the following W added 
to resolution No. 6, namely: — 

“and further that pending the final decision of His Majesty’s 
Government in this re.spei t no attempts should W made by 
^ the Provincial Government to further the introduction of the 
Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”, 

was then put and a division claimed by Mr. Abdul Karim. 

Mr. Khwiga BhAHABUDDIN: I may inform you, Sir, that we do 
not want a division, and that it has been asked through a misapprehen- 
sion . 

« I 

Mr. BREAKER: Then you do not press it/ Are you prepared to 
withdraw your claim to a division? 
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Mr. ilBDUL KARIM: Sir, I withdraw my ckixn to a division. 

^ ( 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that view of the matter, I declare the amend- 
ment carried. ‘ 

The resolution of ^Mr. Md. Abul Fazl, as amended by the motion of 
Br. Nalinaksha Saiiyal, namely: — 

“that this Assembly is of^ipinion that the (Tifvernmeiit of Bengal 
should request the Government ot India to forward to His 
Majesty’s Government the expression of opinion of this House 
. that the (joverument of India Act ot UhT) be replaced by a 
constitution framed by a (’onstituent Assembly elected on the 
basis of adult fiamthise, which may allow the people of India 
full scope for development according to their nee<ls and desires; 
and that for tiansitional purposes this Assmnbly liopes that 
His Majesty's Go\ernmcnt Mill st^t up a (’cntial (Tovernment 
frei' from the objectionable ft‘atures of the Federal Scheme as 
laid doWn in the GoviTiinient of India Act, 19>{'). to be evolved 
in consultation with the Provincial Governiuei) ts and national 
leaders and further that pending the fiiia’ decision of His 
Majesty's Goviunment in this r(‘spe( t no altenijil" shouhl be 
made by the Provincial Government to further the introduction 
of the Federation as contemplated under the Act at present”, 

was then put and a division taken. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, before you declare the result 
of the voting, mu> 1 rise on a point of onbu ? It was ihe general 
desire of the House to ac(*ept my amen<lment and my amendment was 
based on a certain contingency. The House having accepted my amend- 
ment, 1 submit that the Mill of tlie House Mas expressed definitely M'hen 
my ameudinent Mas put to vote and the subsequent change of the dtvsire 
of the House on a different motion might be taken to be contrary to 
M’bat the House diM-ided a fcM* minutes ago. I, th(*relore, submit that 
voting on the main residution M'ith my amendment, as accepted - 
only be on the “Ayc>" >ide and cannot be on the "Xoo” >ide; other- 
M’ise, the effect of tin* acceptance of my amendment Mill be nullified. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think. Dr. Sanynl, 1 would have given a decision 
if you had not laughed ai the last moment I 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, there is another thing 
which ha.s puzzled us. We have heard of neutrality and armed 
netrtrality but what sort of neutrality did vre Mutness this evening when 
the Hon’ble Ministers, who were supposed to remain neutral, were busy 
sending their men to the “Noes" lobby. 
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‘Hr. SPEAKER: Girder, ord«r. The House has divided yith iW* 
following result: — 
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Dat Bupta, Baka KkJM**kra Natk. 
Dat Bupta, Iriiut Nartadra Natk. 
Datta. Mr. Okirtadra Natk. 
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Waliar Rakmaa. Maalvl. 
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PaMaf Qaadlr, Kkaa Bakadar Maalal. 
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idrit Akatod Mia, Maalal. 
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Kakiraddia Kki^ Kkaa Ba k a da r MiaHrl. 
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$Lmm MM mna, trtifctKi mytirfai iyC 

mttBMlM AlMMi »r. 

•itiNMNAMMA mawM. 

MwtMery, Maalfl. 

AlabtakMlifii Ali«H KIim Bakaiar «aatvi. 
■mnM, Mr. A««k« Ikkiri. 

JlMiif, Mr. Jsfit Otantfra. 

MmumimM N«k, MaMirl M. 

MelM««ai Altai, Khaa laMI tfaalvl lyH. 
Haiaainatf IkraMai, Maalfl. 

■liataMMai likakaa, MaMfl. 

•MakaaiBiai lirall Maaivi. 

AiakaaiiaMi UMMai, Kkaa lakaiiir Or. ijrak. 
Malllak, Mr. Paila kakary. 

Aiwiaf awiaf Makiit, Mr. lyak. 


MaMala All OtM MaMfL 
MaaanMak, AavafM K. 

Ray, Mr. fatfraai. 
taiaraMa AkaMk, Mr. 
tatraMa Akaiak, Nkli 
SaNai. Mr. I. A. 

•arkar, JUka Maikaiaiaa. 

•arklal IAa«, Mr. « 

•kakakaMa. Mr. Kkaraja, e.R.1. 
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Wafkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Vaaaf AH Okaaikary, Mr. 

Zakar Akaiak OkaHkary, Maaivi. 


The 


Ayes beinjr f)8 and the Noes 


To, 


the raotion was lost. 


Sitting on Friday and Saturday. 


Mr. SPEAKER: To-morrow, th« Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill will be taken up aprain ; so members would kindly come prepared 
for it. 1 understand, to-morrow the first item to be taken up is the 
Tank Improvement Bill; after that, a Government ttesoKition will be 
taken up and then we will go on with the Calcutta Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill. 

Now,^ 1 have been requested that we might sit a little early 
to-morrow. Tlie difiiculty is that we have got a meeting of the Com- 
mittee of JVivileges and as it has to deal with a very important matter, 
I do not propose to postpone the meeting. So 1 propose to sit at 
4-30 p.m. to-morrow. Gn Saturday also we may sit a bit early, say, at 
^-30 a.m. 


Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 have found out from 
both sides of the House that many members want to leave Calcutta on 
Friday evening because .some of them have undertaken certain respon- 
aibilities regarding the Water-hyacinth Week. (Cries of “No’', 
from the Coalition Benches.) That was what I gathered from some 
members of both sides of the House. AVe do not have Saturday sittings 
except during the budget discussion. So having regard to the tempera- 
ture at present and also to the usual practice, I would request the 
Hon'ble Speaker not to have any sitting on Saturday., 


Mr. Khwa^ SHAHABUDDIN. So far as members of this aide of 

tbe Pouse are concerned, 1 may assure you and through you my honour- 
able friend, Mr. Gupta, that we do not want to curtail th% sitting but 
we do want to sit on Saturday . 
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'Mr. SPEAKER: That wiU do. 

* 4 

Mr. KhwaJaSHAHABUDDIN: lir, with your permission, I would 
further submit that members of the Hopse know how important this 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendmi‘nt) Bill is and how anxious a very large 
section of this House is to pass this Bill as soon its possible. Unfor- 
tunate ^nd unforeseen incidents prevented us from proceeding very far 
with tM business as far as this Bill is concerned. We have got only 
two days left — to-morrow and the day after. Sir, you have very kindly 
agreed to sit early to-morrow. We would earnestly request you to sit 
early on Saturday also, so that we may make an effort to complete and 
finish the work of the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection to sit early on Saturday. We 
may sit from 7-r30 to 11-30 instead of from 10 to 1. That I hope would 
be convenient to everybody concerned. 

Dr. IIALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it would be convenient for ug 
to sit from 8-30 to 11-30. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 7-30 would be better. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would suggest sitting at 8 o’clock on Saturday. 
In any case, I hope it will be po.s.sible to <u)me to a compromise on this 
point. After all, the Bill is before us, and, if somehow, Government 
had decided to drop the Bill, it would have been quite a separate thing, 
but as Government are anxious to finish this business, is it any use 
protracting and not finishing it as quickly as possible? Of course, I 
am not hopeful that it will be finished by Saturday. Still let us finish 
as much a.s possible to-morrow and the day after. For the time being, 
it is settled that we shall sit at 8 or 8-30 a.m. on Saturday. 


MU.8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, are we to understand that 
Government are anxious to finish this Bill on Saturday and that it 
would result in the curtailment of our right of speech? In that case, 
we shall be very anxious to protect our rights. 


Tha HOfi’bM Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; The point is this. Thif 
Bill is a very important one and I should like the House to understand 
that if this Bill is to be of any use, it has got to go through the Houae 
at leastjby the first week of May. If we cannot finish it in the mean- 
time, i.e., by^the first week of May, we will have all-night sittings. 
Government will insist on that. 
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t 

Mr. SI^EAKERS Let us see if we can avoid that oontmgenoy afto 
Ve come* back from the holidays. ^ 

Mr. dOGEEH CHANDRA, GUPTA: Unless the Home Minister 
arranges for a cordon of poli(‘e to keep usrhere the whole night he will 
not find us here. * 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-30 p.m. on Friday, the 2l8t 
Aprif, 1930, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal L^slative Auembtjr aMembledf 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

a 

The Assemuly met in the Assembly House, l^alcutta, on Friday, 
the 2lBt April, 1939, at 4-30 p.ni. 

# ’ * 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haoue, "c.i.b.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 218 members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The members named below made ifie onlh or uffirmaiioD of their 
allegiance to the Oown : — 

Mr. F. J. Majindin, 

<» 

Sir Henry Birkmyre, and 
Mr. A. 0. Brown. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghfen) 

Noakhali R. K. Zilla Sohool. 

•376. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the present as well as the average annual numerical strength of 

Noakhali R. K. Zilla School for the last 3 years; 

(б) total expenditure from Public Revenue for the said school 

during the year 1937-38; 

(c) monthly rent paid for the house hired for the school; 

(d) the number of aided high English schools in the Noakhali 

district ; 

(e) the amount spent for them in the shape of grants-in-aid during 

the year 1937-38; 

(/) whether there are 2 other recognised high English schools and 
an aided high madrassah in the Noakhali town; 



m QUESTIONS. [2l8T Apsil, 

{g) whether he ie aware that wealthier section of the town people 
send their wards to Government schools; and 

(h) whether deprovincialisatioD of the R. K. Zilla School is in the 
contemplation of Government? 

i 

MINISTER in fcharge of tho EDUCATION OEPXrtMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Ftziul Huq): (a) The number qf pupils on ^he rolls 
on the 31 st March, 1938, was 195. The average for the last three years 
was 201. 

(h) Rs. 16,226. 

(c) Rs. 100 per mensem for the school and Rs. 12 per mensem for 
the Muhammadan hostel. 

(d) 19. 

(e) Rs. 23,050. 

if) and {g) Yes. 

{h) No. The Noakhali R. K. Zilla School being the only Govern- 
ment high school in the district of Noakhali it should continue to exist 
in the interest of education of the district. ^ 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: In view of the fact that 
the expenditure on |he Zilla School is over Rs. 16,000 and that on other 
schools only Rs, 23,000, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable 
to incrbase the grant of other schools by deprovincializing the Zilla 
School P 

Mr. SPEAKER; How does that question arise? 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: In answer {h) the Hon’ble 
Minister has said, “that Rs. 16,000 has been spent on that school” and 
in answer (c) the expenditure on other schools is Rs. 23,000. In view 
of that, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to increase the 
grants to these latter schools by deprovincializing the Zilla School? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no connexion between the two. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; In view of the fact that the 
people of Noakhali do not show sufficient enthusiasm for the Zilla 
School as proved by the fall in the number of pupils *on the rolls, does 
not the Government think it proper to deprovincialiao the Zilla School 
as early as 'possible? 

f 

Mr. SPEAKER: The first part of the question is in order and not 
the second part. 



jw.] QUESTIONS. iw 

' '1 

SJa NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTAS Does the Government admit 
O^nng to the small number of pupils on the rolls the public are showing 
less interest in the Zilla School ? • 

Tlia Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The number has fallen ol 
but I do not know for what reasons. An enquii^’ may be made and 
the result stated to the House. 

J * • 

8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the fact that 
people are not showing any enthusiasm 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: How do you knowf 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Id view of the fact that ^ 
owing to the fall in the number of pupihi the people are showing less 
enthusiasm for the Zilla School, will Government take steps to help 
other institutions by deprovincializing the Zilla School? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our question is not in order. 

8|. NAREiNDltA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of the smallnese 

of the number of pupils, does the Government propose to deprovincialiae 
the Zilla School ? . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The question of deprovin- 
cialization cannot be taken up immediately for various reasons. It is 
a very large que.stion and is being considered, but we have not been 
able to come to a decision. 

Talora excise shop in Bogra district. 

^877. Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA OHOWDHURY: (a) Ts the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Excise Department aware — 

(t) that an excise shop at Talora in the district of Bogra had 
recently fallen vacant; 

(n) that applications ivere invited for lease of the shop; 

(ni) that several applications, including some from qualified 
Muhammadans were filed ; but 

(iv) that the* shop was settled with the heir of the deceased vendor 
or in the benami of the widow? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it iij m 
fact that the Commissioner of Excise wanted the shop to be settled witb 
a new person^ 
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QUlSTKjp. [2lsr 

(c) If the answer to (6) Js in the a^IrmatiTe, ^will ^the Hon’fcl 
' Minister be pleased to state the reasons why thV shop w^’ settled ^t] 
an up-country non-Bengali f / 

MINISTER in charge «of the EXCISE DEPARTMENT (tta 
liofi’ble Mr. Prasajina Deb Raikut>: (a) (i) to (m) JTes. 

(iv) The shop was settled with a near relative of the decdasei 
vendoj who had helped the deceased vendor in the' management of th( 
ahop and had been found competent. 

(h) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the IJon’ble Minister b< 
pleased to state whether the person with whom the shop was settlec 
was a Hindu or a Muslim? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister hi 
pleased to state if the person with whom the shop ^was settled is an up* 
•country non-Bengali < 

The Hon’blo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The person is £ 
'bona fide resident of the district. 

t 

Mr. PROMATH A RANJAN THAKUR: With reference to auswei 
{iv), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what sort of compe* 
tency is expected of a person with whom an excise shop i.s going to be 
settled ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise?' 

Mr. PROMATHA RANdAN THAKUR: in answer (ir) the Hon’ble 
Minister has said, “the vendor had been found competent”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is after the shop has been settled. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: The Hon’ble Minister has 
■said, “that he was found competent”. My question is what sort of 
430inpetency is expected of such a person. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS. In view of the fact that there 
drere qualified Muslim candidates, will the Hon’ble Minister be j^leased 
;4o state whether the shop w’as settled wdth a Hindu or^ Muslim f 



sHr. M^I^ICCRt I «m afraii) thit that questioa doq^ aot afisa, 

MiUlvi ARDUL LATIF BISWAS: My submisKsion is this. The 
<|!iiestioB is whether there were qualified Muslim candidates. 

Mr. SFEAKIR; What is the answer? 

• f . 

MaMvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: The answer is “yes*’. Tliat is 
why I asked the question : iti view of the fact that there were qualified 
Muslim candidates, will the Hon’hle Minister \^e jdeased to state whether 
the shop was settled with a Hindu or a Muslim? 

Mr. SPEAKER^ However much undesirable^ it may be, I have to 
admit it. 

The HofPble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Due considerations 
were j?iven to all peojde, but it was settled with a relation of the 
deceased. 

Mauivi AB8UL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, my question has not been 
answered. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
licensee is a Hindu or a Muslim? (Cries of — “Aak whether he is a 
Benjrali or a non-Beiiffali” — from the Op|K)sition.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 appeal to the honourable ineml)ers on hoth sides 
to refrain from raising a oominunal issue. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With all humility, Sir. I may 
tell you that we have never aske<l (juestions ahout communal percentages. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In view of the fact that tlie 
Hon^ble Minister enunciated two day.s ago the j)olicy that the cases of 
Muhammadans w'ould be considered and in view of the fact that there 
were^Muslim candidates for this shop, will the Ilon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the shf»p was settled with a Hindu or a 
Muhammadan ? 

The HMl’Mt M^ PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: It was settled with 
a relation of the deceased; he is a Hindu. But due considerations were 
given to the other candidates. 

MMlwi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble MinisUr «e 
pleased to sta4e whether the candidate whh whcmi this shop has been 
settled is an upH.'Ountry man or not ? 

"l3 
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^ Th6 Hon’blB Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUX* He is an, up^connt^ 
man domiciled in Bengal. ( 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR pA8U: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whose proportion among the number of consumers from 
this shop is greater so far as the Hindus, Muhammaftlans or Chris- 
tians are concerned P 

• f. 

b 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state how long the licensee has been staying in this 
province P 

< 

Th. Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT; Fur six genera- 
tions. 

Mr. ATUL XRI8HNA GH08E: Are we to understand that in view 
of the jjrinciples enunciated in the Koran 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow that question. 


Gambling in Rangpur district. 

*378. Mr. JOTINDRA NATH CHAKRAVARTY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Public Gambling Act (of ]8f)7) is in force 
throughout the district of Rangpur P If not, why notP 

{b) Does the Hon’ble Minister contemplate extension of this Act 
diroughout the district P 

(c) Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that gambling goes on oponly in the inehis that are held 
annually in the district of Rangpur; ^ 

{n) that touts are employed by the keepers of these gambling 
dens to lure innocent villagers; 

(Hi) that there were such gambling dens in the mela that was last 
held at Badarganj in the district of Rangpur; and 

(iv) that representations were made to the proper authorities to 
stop the gambling in the said mela? 

^ (d f ii the answer to (c) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blc 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, was taken in the 
matter P 
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* («) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased te 

lil^ the reason ther^or? ^ ^ 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for stopping gambling amongst the illiterate masses P 

MINI8TEI? in oharge of the HOME DEPAR3MENT (tho Hon'M 
kkiwa^a Sir Nazimuddin): {a) No. The question of the extension of 
the A6t to the enfire district is under consideration. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (t) and (u) No. 

(in) Some clandestine gambling took place in that mela. 

(tv) Yes. , 

(d) and (e) By the time information Jiad been received and enquired 
into the mela was over. 

(/) Yes. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Ilou ble Minister 1)6 
pleased to state viliat time Government will take to bring the Act into 
operation wifli reference to answer (b)P 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: soon as the Govern- 

ment come to a decision after due ron.sideration of the various jirobleme 
involved. 

Mauivi ABU HD88AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e 
pleased to state whether some iK)li(‘e officers w'ere in attendance in this 
Badarganj nwla when the weld was held? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU HD88AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pissed to state whether with referenc<> to some meJws held at Gaibandha 
representations were made to the proj»er authorities and that no stejm 
were taken until some responsible gentlemen with M.Ti.A.’s had to 
take recourse to picketing? 

Mr. BREAKtR: That is not a (juestion; that supplies information. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: With reference to answers (d) and (e\ 
what sort of enquiry was made, w^hether there was any attempt tf# find 
out the eulprit? 
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Tilt Hmi’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINs Whether gambling took 
^Uce or not was enquired into by tjjie police. 

# 

Mr« SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Has the Gambling Act been enforced 
m any part of the district of, Rangpur? * 

t 

The Hoil’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: In what part? 

Tlw Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Hangpur town. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA«SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the clandestine gambling took place with or without 
the knowledge or connivance of the police? 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the Hoi!’ble« Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Magistrate knew of the clandestine 
gambling P 

Tht Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As it was clandestine, 
the Magistrate could not have known it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that some specific complaints were 
brought to the notice of the District Magistrate about the continuance 
•f this gambling? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, because these com- 
plaints were made, it came to be known that clandestine gambling w^as 
taking place. If the thing had been obvious and natural, it would not 
have been clandestine. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long did the mela continue? 

I 

Ttw Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will ^the Hon^le Minister be 
plea^d to state how long the niela continued after the continuance of 
the gambling was brought to the notice of the District Magistrate? 
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• 

The Hefi*bia Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as it came if 

the notice of the District Magistihte but before any action could be 
taken, the mela was over. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: How many days did the District 
Magistrate take as between the date on which i% was brought to hie 
notice and the date on which he took steps? 

/ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Miniver be 
pleased to state whether the elan<lestine gambling was detected and 
whether any actipn was taken? 

Mr* SPEAKER: That question has al read/ been answered. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: * Ts 

W, (3^ gambling OTT? SOTTT 

Mr. SPE^KEft: Tliat (piestion does not arise. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is the llon ble Minister aware 

that licences for gambling in these melas are geneially issued in the 

name of a brother of an insurance agent who generally lives •with the 
District Magistrate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tliat <[neBtimi <l(>*-s not arise. 

Th. Hoii'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, may I have your 
permission to say that in these mehs ecrtuin forms of gambling 
take place which are not illegal. On aceount of the ruling of the High 
Court it is very difficult to take action against them. For instance, 
when it is dark a gjinie of skill becomes a game of chance. So, for the 
time being w'e are handicapped in taking suitable action agoinst 
gaWbling which may not Ik? a game of skill. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: If it is not gambling, why is it 
that the Hon’ble Minister has used the words “clandestine gambling^ 
in his answer? 

Th. Hon*W. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I was just going to point 
out that there are certain forms of gambling which Government cannot 
stop 1)ecause they do not oSme under the definition of gambling, ^nt 
there may be other gamblings which are going on surreptitiously and 
which can be stopped. 
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QUESTIONS. 


^ 121st Jlpxil, 
• « 


. Hr. MNTOSH KUMAR BAiU: Will the «on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he knows w^at kind of gambling was allowed — 
whether it was a game of skill or a game of chance? 


f 

Th. Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDBIN: Ab far bb this was 
'Concerned, it was pu#e and Bimjde a game of chance, done clandestinely. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which suuwer* were Isdd on the table) 

Reoruitment for< the Damodar Canal Ravanii. Division. 

162. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJEE; (a) Will the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of .the Communit^tious and Works (Irriga- 
tion) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(i) that the Eden Canal Revenue has Wen merged in the Damodar 
Canal Revenue as per Notification No. 6fl, (tated the 24th 
March, 1933; 

in) that a jiennanent revenue division has been created for the 
purjjose with a permanent staff; and 

(in) \hat the staff of the Eden Cunal, such as muJmrnrSy patrols, 
khalaxis, dafmlars, are still maintained in the temporarv 
list ? 

(h) Is it a fact that new recruitments have been made for the 
Damodar (’anal Revenue Division on a permanent basis superseding the 
claims of the temiiorary stuff of the h]<len Canal? 

(c) Is it a fact that some employees of the Eden Canal staff have 
not been allowed promotion in spite <»f rejieated recommendations of the 
Executive Engineer, Damodar Division? 

id) Is it a fact that a vntharrir of the Damodar Canal who was aj^ew 
recruit was given two lifts in one year and made a ziUad^ir for the Eden 
Canal in supersession of the claims of other muhnrrirs, t/ih.fildan and 
clerks on the staff? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Csssimbazar): (<i) tC and (u) Yes. 

(»i») Two muharrir$, six petrols and one hhaltui who were not 
traiisferred to the Revenue Division remained on a temporary basia 
iinder the Executive Engineer in connection with work in the Eden 
Canal. 
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(6) I understand that there have heen no supersessions of senior by 
jusuor mufmrrns except so far as w^s necessary to secure the prescribed 
jH*oportion of employees of differeat communities. If, however^ the 
hon’ble member will grive me the names of any muharriT$ who accord- 
ing to his information have been superseded, I shall look into the matter 
further. 

(c) k temporary viuharrir recommended by the Executive Engineer 
for eatployment ah a ziUmhir was not rt)nsidered by the appointing 
authority to be suitable for the |>o.st. Another rec(Uumendation could 
not be accepted; there was no vacancy for a man of the community to 
which the recommended man belonged. 

(d) I am informed tliat a '^‘crtain muharrir received advancement in 
this way over a period of alM)ut lU \ears, the advancement being du6 
in i^art to the fact that vacamdes had to be filMl by suitable candidates 
of a particular community. 


Damages to orops during rainy season in Chittagong. 

163. Maulan^ MD. MANIRUZZAMAN l6tAMABADI: (a) Is 

the Hon’hle •Minister in cbarge of the ("ommunii ations and Works 
(Irrigation) Department aware — 

(i) that the upper part of the canal excavated jointly by the (iov- 
eminent and the public t(> let off the water of Oon^ hil has 
been silted up; 

(;/) that crojw were damaged during the last rains season in the 
villages under the jurisdiction of the f)ol ice-station llangunia 
in (’hittagong; and 

(iti) that the peojde of the locality are in distress P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) re-excavating the canal: or 
^(n) making an inijuiry intf) the matterP 

The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaxarl 

(a) (t) and (h) I am informed that very little silting has taken place and 
that this does not warrant any action at present. Any action con- 
sidered necessafj' in future is to be taken by the District Board of 
Chittagong. 

(a) (it) and (iti) I understand that transplantation of aman paddy 
was delayed last year owing to the high level of water standing in tha 
locality, ly consequence the outturn was below the average but Aiera 
is DO distreM. 
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Jagmmtb IntMimtNato Oaltega Library. 

( 

tea. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

f 

(a) what is the total number of books in the t][agannath Inter* 

mediate tJollege Library; " 

(b) what is the total number of Arabic, Pe^ian and Urd^\ books 

in the Library; and 

(c) has the Library been stocked with Arabic, Persian and Urdu 

books to meet the demands of the teachers and students in 
• these subjects? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) About 16,000. 

(h) 116. 

(c) Yes. 

Scheme for spending grant of five lakhs of rupees for the Scheduled 

Castes. , 

f 

1S5. Babu PREMHARI BARMA: in) Will the IIonM)le Minister 
in charge of the Education I)ej)artmeiii be pleased to state whether any 
scheme has been prepared for spending the five lakhs of rupees pro- 
Tided ii> the supplementary budget for Ifh'lS-dO for the spread of educa- 
tion among the Scheduled (\astes of Bengal? 

(h) If any such scheme has been j)repared, is the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplating supply of copies of the same to the members of the Legis- 
lature for their opinion, if any? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give the reason therefor? 

(d) Have any scholarships been awarded to students reading in 
different schools and colleges of Bengal out of the amount? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 

statement showing — •• 

(i) the names of the students and the communities to w’hich they 

belong; and 

(it) the colleges and schools in which they read? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. ' 

(6) The scheme has already been published for public information 
in The Benpal Weekly ^ dated the 19th December, 1938. 

^(c) and (e) Do not arise. 

id) No. 



ADJOURNMEITT MOTION. 




• AdJottmiMnt Motioii. 

Mr. tYED JALALUDOIN HAtiVlEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir,— 

Ofi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, what is the position as regards* 
adjournment motion? • 


m/epeakeA:*! had a talk with ^fr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta. H 
is a very controversial matter, and I will give my ruling later. 


Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may 1 he permitted 
to submit that I sent in a notice of an adjournment motion with regard 
to the railway disaster at Majdia. Subsequently, however, I waa 
advised by my friends to alter it and gjve notice of a special motion 
under section 102 of the Assembly Ihiles aiKf Standing Owlers, and, 
accordingly, I sent in notice of a special motion. Will you allow me,. 
Sir, to read the motion? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Will you please sit down? T will explain. I 
received notice of mi adjournment motion, but 1 found that the language 
in which tin* adjournm<*nt motion <ouched was such that it wae 
not admissible. Yet I bdt that, on an oicasion like this, it woe 
probably the desire of the House that a ([Uestion* like this should be 
discussed. So, though the adjournment motion is not in orden, still I 
feel tin* trafiic disaster can he discussed, as uas done in the ease* of the 

Bhita railway disaster, when it was brought in in th(‘ nature of e 

special motion. It is, of course, very ditTlcult to get it done (piickly, 
but if you will send a (’opy of your motion, I will send it to (iov(*rn- 
ment, and if Govern iiumt agree to its disiuission as a sj)ecial motion, 
I think there will not be any diflicult\. I understand that Govern- 
ment are anxious to take a little tinn* before the (hilcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill <'an be taken up. So, if you hand over to Sir 

Nazimuddin a copy of your motion, he will consider whetlier he will 

be able to give his permission or not. 


Mr. 8YED 4ALALUODIN HA8HEMY: May I submit, Sir, that 
my motion is so simple that I am sure that no member of the House^ 
not even Sir Nazimuddin, can take exception to it? (T/aughter.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Still it would lie better to have Sir Nazimuddin’* 
permission first. 

Di; NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: May 1 draw your attention, Sir, to 
the fact that^I, too, have sent in copies of a motion similar to that of 
Mr. Hashemy, and I think the Secretary has taken steps in the matter P 
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Mr* SPEAKERS Let Sir Nazii^iuddin have ^ copy of your motion, 
*lfr. Hashemy, and then there will aot be any difficulty*. 

I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But what about my motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER? That hah not been brought to iny notice yet. 
^After enquiring from Secretary) T understand that it has been just 
received. There is still time for it. In the meantime, we h^e the 
Tanks Improvement Bill to consider, and this will take some time. 


GOVERNMENT BILL 

The Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1938, as amended by the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

The Hon’bTe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move tliaf the amendments made by the Bengal Legislative 
Council to the Bengal Tankh Improvement Hill, L'138.,be taken into 
consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 2. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I l)eg to 
move that in siib-clauH(‘ (/) of clause 2 for the words “any other recog- 
nised society or public l>ody or person" the words ‘\»r any other person” 
he substituted. 

Sir, “any other pei-son" uniler the (General Clauses Act will include 
■"recognised society or public body". So. it is unne(‘essary to have 
eo many expressions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 have to oppose 
this motion on two grounds. In the first place, I find that, contrary 
to the usual Parliamentary practice, the Hon’ble Minister himself, 
who has had ample opportunities in putting forw*ard his view-point first 
ill this H(»use and secondly in the Council, is still considering the 
-desirability of moving amendments. If we allow this kind of 

May I have your ears. Sir? (The HonTde Mr. H. S. Suhrawabdt: 
You have the ears of the House.) But I must address the Speaker. 

* ‘ 

Mr. 8PEAKER! Please go on. 1 have always my e^rs open, both 
f 01 ^ the light and for the left. (I^aughter.) 
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Or. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: l^ir. it is more a question of order. ^ 
So, I am anxious to draw voiir attention. 

As I was sayinji:. Sir, tlie Hon'hle the Minister in charge of the 
Bevenue Department, whose Bill it is, iMinself has chosen to move an 
amendment. Oy a previous occasion, when the Hon ’hie the Minister 
of Justice proposed to move an amendment to th? Official Beceiver’s 
Bill, yyu were pltiased to oh, sene tliat ij did not look ni(‘c that the 
Member in charge, as he had ample opportunities of examining the 
provisions on two or three occasions, should move an amending motion 
of his own at that stage. lie might have a short-notice amendment 
moved by one of his part\ memht*rs. So, it \ou ^\ant to maintuiii the 
same Parliamentary ]nactice as you did iormerly. then, 1 think, the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of tlie llevenue l)e]>artment should not 
move tliis amendment himself. , 

♦ 

Even ajiart from tliat. Sir, there i> substantial difficulty in 
accepting the amendment on its merits The original idea was to 
entrust such improvements only to a very limited^ circle of well- 
recognised authorities, namely, either a (’ollector or a h»cul authority, 
or a co-operative society. These were the only three bodies c/)ntem- 
plated in theoorig*nal provisions. Thereafter, some memhers of the 
Council thought that prohahly it might help matters if some other 
recognised society or pnhlic body could l>e thought^ of, either probably 
the Muslim Eeagm* or the Congress. But there was at no stage any 
contemjilation of entrusting any private individual with this in/portant 
task, involving a little bit of indire<‘t taxation ot eertain elasses of 
people. It would be opening the flood-gate of lorrnption, and, 
probablv, the purpose ot the Bill itself wovihl bt* frustrated if such 
a wide seo])e were provided. I. therefore, submit, Sir. that this 
amendment goes beyond (he scope of the original Bill. 

Even, aj)art from tlie fai’t that on its merits it is (d)jectioiiahlc, 
at any late. the Hon Ide the MinistiT in charge ot the Itevenue Dejnirt- 
ment should not move this amendment. 

With the.se observations. Sir, I would re<|Uest the Ilmride Minister 
to withdraw this amendment; otherwise, it will be my painful duty 
to ojijiose it. 

The HoiPble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am sorry . Sir, 
that my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal has misunderstood (he aniend- 
ment. I am not in any way widening the scope of the Bill. As a 
xnatter of fact, what I propose to do is this that the words “any other 
recognised society' f»r public IkmIv or person are quite unnecessary, 
becaule the word “person includes those, according to the General 
Ckuses Act.* (Dr. N.4UN\ksha Saicyal: But the word “person” 
is wider.) No, it is not wider. The word “recognised” is yiy 
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vagfue, — recognised by wbomP (R-ai HAR£2n)]tA NATri Ghaudhubi: 

* Then why not drop itP) That why we propose to drop the whole 
thing and substitute for it * the words ‘^any other person* \ 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Santalj ^h&t makes it wide!). It is a mere 
drafting change. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: What is your 
authority for sayiig thatP) Sir, I do not think that there is ^y 
substance in the argument advanced by my friend Dr. Sany/il, how- 
ever ingeniously he might have tried to do so. * 

Sir, I shall just read out the definition of the word “person,** as 
given in the General Clauses Act. That Act provides that “person** 
shaK include any company or association or body of individuals, 
whether incorporated or not. That shows that the word “person” — 
so long as it is r there — is sufficient. (Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri: Much tyo wid*,^!) So, it is not necessary to put in the 
words “recognised, etc.” The w^ird “person” is already there, in the 
sentence “any other recognised society or public body or person”. 
So long as th(^ word “person” is there, it is superfluous to have any 
other word. That is my point. T hope the honourable member will 
recognise my point and withdraw his objection. 

c 

Mr. SPEAKER. So far as that point is concerned, it is not for 
me to say anything. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If the Honble 

Minister’.s conlcntion is that the word “])prson” was there, then the 
word “person” is not going to be substituted for all the words that 
are imported into the Hill b\ way of (^ouncil amendment, and then 
a point of order will arise under secti<in which says that only 

those amendnu'nts cun be brought forward which are ancillary to the 
amendment made by the Coumdi. Hut admittedly the word “person** 
was tlu‘re in the original Rill. As the word “person” is not one of 
the words that have been introduced by tlie C'ouncil, that is, if, as he 
says, the word “person” was already there, then his amendment will 
be hit by sectiem 79(.!^). 


Th« Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I will draw 
your attention to section 79, sub-clause (2) of the Rules and Standing 
Orders — “Further amendments relevant to the subj^ect-matter of the 
amendments made by the Council may be moved”. That is wide enough 
and that covers my amendment, I do not think that my honourable 
friend intends to suggest that further amendments relevant to the 
B^hject-matter of the amendments 8Ugges\ed or made by the Council 
cannot be moveil. I, therefore, venture to submit that I«CRn move, my 
amendment. 
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* Mr. IpEAKER: Rai Chaudhuri, you must look to tke substaoce 

of it. It is a well-known practice |liat we must always look to tbe 
jurisprudence of a thing instead ok to its technicality. Th« words 
‘'any other recognised society or public body or person” who takes 
possession of a tank would, according \o the Hou’ble Minister, be 
covered by the words “any other person” which ar^ under the General 
Clabses Act substituted. So, in substance, it is exactly the same. The 
only poiht is that fftr this, you will again*have to go to the Council. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The words “or person” 
were not inserted by the Council. Therefore, 1 submit that so far as 
the amendment is concerned, it is hit 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ilow^ 

• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The amendment of the 
Hon’ble Minister runs thus: for the words “any other recognised 
flociety or public body or person” » 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will \ou read clause 1 — “authorised person” 
means the Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, any other 
recognised society, or public body or person 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now he says that “authorised person” means the 
Collector, a local authority, co-operative society, or any other person. 
Now, supposing he had deleted the words “recognised society or public 
body”, would that have been in order P 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what he wants to do now. 

RM HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In the words to l>e 
subslTtuted, he is also including the woids “or person” of the original 

Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The real effect of his amendment is to delete the 
words “recognised society or public body”. It i.s only a technical 
matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If so, our other conten- 
tion hqlds g^ood and his a intendment will be much too wide in scope. 
It will not only include “any other society or public body” but it will 
also include *^any other person” as well and in that view 
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Mr, SPEAKER: In the orig^al Bill, “or^erson” waa t^ere. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But certain other bodies 
were specifically introduced by the Couiicirs amendment. 

< 

Mfa SPEAKER: That is why he deletes this clau^ and says ‘^any 
other person” in order to infonn the Council that that covers every- 
thing. « s • 

But the real point which JJr. Sanyal has raised I do uot want to 
enter into. That is a highly controversial matter. The point raised 
by him was whether it is desirable for the Legislature to say that an 
amendment which has been passed in another House is outside the 
scope of til is House. 

Dr. NALINAK8KA 8A4IYAL: Sir, I had two aspects of my 
point of order. One is whethei the Hoirble Minister who has spon- 
sored the Bill l)oth here and. there, at this stage, should (‘ome forward 
with an amendment of his own. He might avoid that technical diffi- 
culty by asking one of the party members to mote it. It is a question 
of procedure of this House. 

% 

Mr, SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, I think it is in order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But, Sir, whether the member in 
choige of the Bill would be in order to bring in amendments, that 
is a matter 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite realise your point. While I hold that 
as far as possible it is desirable that the meml)er in charge of the 
Bill should not himself hiing iu amen<lmeiit'< unless it is essential, 
that principle is not apjilicahle when a Bill comes with amendments 
from the other House, and 1 think it is the duly (d‘ the Hon’hle Minister 
who is in charge of the Bill, to ])lace these amendmeuts before the 
House and give the House a chance to decide whether those amendments 
should be accepted or not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My other point was whether aay 
improvement would be done by the Hon’ble Minister proposing amend- 
meuts at this stage. Then this Bill will have again to be sent to the 
Council. 

( 

Mr. tPpAKER: That is not a vital matter. 

« Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It may be so, but it is better to 
leave it at that. This House applied some time over this Bill: there 
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was a Select Committee: the Sele<|t Committee examined the propo* 
aition and the Council added a fjc words. So far as we find, the* 
words are not so very objectiouable*or do not bring in any important 
new facts as to necessitate any reference to that House again. If the* 
Hon^ble Minister could accept this, ther^ might be some little drafting 
difficulty. • 

• * 

SPEAKER:^ I cannot say anythyig alKmt that. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; But. Sir. you should seriously 
consider whether you will be well advised to jxistpone the provisiont' 
of this valuable Bill for one more season. • 

Mr. 8PEAKEK: I cannot say. ^ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bij<t\' Pnv^ad Singh Koy that in 
sub-clause (1) of clause 2 for the words “any other recognised soidety 
or public Ixidy or person” the words “ly any other peiwin” b«» substi- 
tuted, was then put and agreed to. , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th ere is one point which I would like to know 
from Sir Bijoy. What happens to the amendment which has been 
made by the (’ouncil in sub-clause (2) of section 7P 

Tha Hon'bl. Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH r6Y! It U HURKested 

that this should be omitted. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you move all your motions together P 
I may explain that I am anxious to hurry up because I have admit- 
ted a special motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy regarding the 
Majdia Railway disaster. It is a veiy important matter and I will 
take that up Wfoie the Cah vitta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

('lausc J. 

•^he Hon’bla 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to moY# 

that in sulb-clause ih) of clause 5 for the words '‘any other recognised 
society or public body or person” the words “or any other person” iba 
substituted. 

Claute 6. 

Tha Hoii*blo 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to moYr 

that in sub-clause (1) of clause 6 for the words “any other recognised 
society or public Ibody or t^iy penwm” the words “or any other person*'^ 
t>e sulbstituted. ^ 

The reasons are obvious. 
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Cla^e 7. 

The Hoii’Me Sir BUOY PRAtAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that in sub-clause (2) of clause <7 the words and figure **of section 7.'* be 
omitted. 


Plause 26. 

The Hon’bie Sir BiaOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; I beg to move 
that for the explanation to clause (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 16, the 
iollowing be substituted, nawiely: — 

^^Explanation . — The words “any person” referred to in clause (a) 
of this sub-Section include successors in interest of that 
person”. 

Just to make it clear I beg also to move that in clause (h) of sub- 
clause {2) of clause 16 for the word “receipt” the word “payment” be 
^flubstitut^d . 

There is a mistake — purely printing mistake, or typing mistake. 

The above motions were then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’bta Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I take objection 
io the amendment No. 9 of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, because it is not 
relevant according to section 79 of the Rules. It is a substantive 
amendment that he is suggesting and is not relevant to the subject 
matter of the amendment made by the rouncil. It ]>rop()se8 to reduce 
the rate of fees from 50 to 15 i>er (‘ent. I’hat point was not touched in 
the other House. 

Mr. SPEAKCR; Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, 1 think your motion is 
not in order. 

The question that this House agrees to the other amendments that 
i^ave been proposed by the Council was then put and agreed to. 


SPECIAL RESOULTION. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I might say that Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy has 
given notice of a special resolution which is to the following effect : — 

“That thi^ Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be 
immediately moved to appoint an independent Committee of non* 
4iffioial8 and officials not connected with Railway Admihistration to 
make an enquiry into ,the conduct and responsibility of tha Railway 
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Administration and Railway staff jmmediately followi||g the Majdia^ 
^ilway Disaster with reference to*the following among other allega- ♦ 
tions and complaints: — 

(.4) Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy. ^ 

(5)^ Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident. 

Failure to make arrangements /or drinking water and other 
necessary food articles for a large numl>er of injured 
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in i-onsequem;e for 
hours in a terribly hot day. 

{D) Failure tft make ne4‘essary arrangements for the comforts and 
conveniences of passengers injiu*ed and detained. 

{E) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 
Calcutta and in taking pnm^pt steps to send tlie detained 
trains to (’alcutta. ^ 

{F) I’onduct of the Railway staff following the accident.” 

1 understand to^tliis motion the Hoii'hle Minister in charge has given 
his consent under section 102. I will enquire from him as soon as he 
comes. Subject to his <‘onseiit 1 have given my cynsent under section 
102. What 1 propose is that immediately after the special resolution 
of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is over, this resolution should be tdken up. 

I am trying to get it cyclostyled immediately and to give a copy to each 
of the members as soon as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Would wm mind taking iny amend- 
laent also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 will see. 

GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION 

Resolution under seotion 103 of the Gove)*nment of India Aot* 183St 

The Hon’ble Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your 
permission, Sir, on h«d»all of Mr, Tamizuddin Khan I beg to move that 
this Assembly is of opinion that it is desirable that— 

(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines 

* and biological piwducts; ^ 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of drugs, mediciaes 

and biological products; 

\A 
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(3) the adulteration of drugs, Jnedicineg and biological products; 

(4) fees in respect of the matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3); 

(5) inquiries and statistics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 

in clauses (1) to (4); 

(6) offences against laws with respe(;t to the matters mentioned in 

clauses (1) to (5); 

(7) jurisdiction and powers of courts with respect to the matters 

mentioned in clauses (1) to (6); 

whicji are amtnig tlie matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, should be regulated in this province by an Act of the Federal 
Legislature. * 

(Here the Hon’ble Mr. Taipizuddin Klian entered the Hemse and ‘it<»od 
up to make a speech.) 

Dr NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no difficulty in Mr. Tamizuddin Khan’s 
speaking on the motion. Anybody else can mover it and anyone can 
speak on it. Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is merely making a speech. 

Dr NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My point of order is not that, Sir. 
I am j’'.8t drawing your attention to section 103 of the Government of 
India Act. It states that “if it appears to the Legislatures of two or 
more provinces to be desirable that any of the matters enumerated in 
the Provincial liCgislative List should be regulated in those provinces by 
Act of the Fe<leral TiCgislatiire, etc., then a resolution can ordinarily 
follow. We must first of all have the decision of this House by way 
of a resolution, that it is considered desirable to have certain matters 
decided by the Federal Legislature. On the other hand, if the rights 
(hat are lawfully to be exercised by this legislature are to be surrender- 
ed in this manner, in favour of the Central Legislature, I am afraid we 
might be creating a very unfortunate precedent and we do not know 
where we shall atop. I presume that the resolution which has been 
placed before us has been forwarded to us by some authority of the 
Central Government, .so that the initiative has been taken not by the 
Provinee but by the Centre. The Government of India Act does not 
provide for a situation like that. The Act only provides for a situation 
in which the initiative is taken by the province. I would like to know 
first if there has been any evidence of initiative taken by this province 
or any other province or provinces. So long as that is not proved, I 
believe that this resolution becomes out of order. It is a question of 
or4fer, Sir, and therefore 1 would like yod to satisfy yourself whether 
the initiative has come from the Central Government orothe initiative 
has been from the province. 
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Mf« SPEAKER: •Dr. Sanyal, |^hal exactly is your points 

Dfi NALINAKSHA SANYALf The point i'* that it the reaolution 
has been initiated by any department^of the Central Government we 
. must protect our rights, and we must refuse to have a resolution of 
tjiis type adopted, but it a request had come from several different pro- 
vin(‘e^ and we had been asked to co-operate with those provinces we 
migWl probably coifsider the position. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ipt us hear the speech ot the Hon'l)le Minister. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have not got am light thrown 
on this point . • 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUOOIN KtlAN^ So far as the point 
raised by Dr. Sunyal is concerned, I do not think that it has got any 
force whatsoever. He asks, who took the initiative. Sir, the law does 
not take any notice as to who may have inspired the initiative. 

Or. NALINAJCSHA SANYAL: The wonling of the law is there. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I .et liiiii finish his s|)ee(3h . 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Admitting fomthe sake 
ot argument that the Central (lovernment requested the Ib’ovincial Gov- 
ernment to pass resolutions like this in their respective legislature that 
IS not within the purview of the law at all — that is just us any indivi- 
dual may induce another individual to do a particular act. When that 
particular act is done that may be taken notice of (A voice; Is it a 
criminal law!*') by a particular tribunal or body, but who inspired the 
initiative does not come within the purview of the law as far as I can 
.see. The honourable members will remember that this House pu8so<l an 
almost similar resolution on the 5th August last. On that o<‘<'asion Dr. 
Sanyal did not raise any point of order and did not raise the question as 
ttf who took the initiative. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Apart from that my honourable 
friend forgets that he was then in the Opposition. He does not know 
the position. We did raise the question and we did get a reply from 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the Bill was initiated us a result 
of certain move by the Government of Bombay and other Provincial 
Governments. 

TIm Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If my friend raised* that 

question then, be got also a proper reply. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.:. What about.this? 

• 1 
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The Hofl’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not propose to take 
up the time of the House unnecessarily by dwelling on the history of 
this public demand for drug control and by going into the reasons 


Mr«8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of Order, Sir. Has the 
Hon’ble Minister replied to tbd point of Order raised *by Dr. Sanyal or 
has he been proceedings with his speech P 


Mr. 8PEAKER. 1 do not think it is a point of Order. It is a 
question of fact. So far as the question of fact is concerned, the 
Hon’ble Minister has not replied. So tar as the question of law is 
concerned it is for me to give a decision. As the Government of India 
Act stands the Federal Legislature can get jurisdiction only when it is 
satisfied with the preliminary that two or more provinces have demanded 
through their Legislatures control in a provincial subject by the Fede- 
ral Legislature. *So far as the jurisdiction of the Federal Legislature 
over exclusively provincial subjects is concerned, it is a preliminary 
before their jurisdiction sets in. It is a sort of uniforgiity of legislation 
on a matter of all-India importance witli a view to have a 'iiniformity of 
policy. Hut so far as we are concerned it is not at all essential that 
other provinces sliould move. We can make the first move and there- 
after if it is possible the Executive Government can request two or 
three prOrvinces or all provinces to find out as to whether they agree to 
it. If there are one or more provinces, then the comi)etency of the 
Federal Legislature can come in and if other provinces do not agree 
then this resolution will have no meaning. Therefore so far as we are 
concerned nothing is needed except a resolution by the Hon’ble Minister 
that in the opinion of the House such a uniformity of legtjslation is 
desirable. The next matter is what Dr. Sanyal has brought in. namely, 
whether the initiation has been taken at the instance of the Government 
of llengal or at the instan<*e of the Central Government or at the 
instance of any other Provincial Government. That i.s a question of 
fact, and on that I do not think I am competent to say one wa.v or the 
other. Whether the ITon’hle Minister should or should not answer is' a 
question for you. 


Th« Hon ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Does it make any 
ditVerence as t(» who initiates? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid that is not for me to answer, but the 
real point o£l)r. Sanyal is whether it is desirable from the point of view’ 
of Provincial Autonomy that the Governmeijt of India should take the 
initfttive in matters of common interest and not a Provincial Govern- 
ment. That is a question of fact. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALm My point is very simple. tTnder 
the scheme of constitution that wt* have ffot now provinces have beeft 
made autonomous and the residuary powers remain with the provinces. 

lift SPEAKER: Not the residuary* powers. 

• ^ 

Df«^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I’Ke l'n*vincial List is exhaustive 
and f»t)m the Prot'iiM’ial Li.st no inattei t^tn he taken up hv the Federal 
Legislature, a list which we should guard jeahuiNlx , unless this pn»vince 
takes the initiative on the matter or some <)ther jirovinces take the 
initiative and recpiest us to help them. That is the scheme. 1 would 
like to know from the Hon'ble Minister it any case lias been maSe out 
locally in this pr^ivince or in any other provinc'e. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is t< u‘ liim to answer. • So tar Dr. SHnyaTs 
jM^int is concerned, it is a (jut‘sti(>n of hu t and as such when tlie Hon‘ble 
Minister delivers his sp(‘ech he can raise all the jioints and it is toi; 
the ILm'hle Minister to n‘ply but so tar as the legality of this House is 
concerned, it is irrespective of tlu‘ position \vhetht»r the tiovcrnment of 
Bengal took the ij|itiativ(‘ on its own motion or took the initiative at the 
instance of nfhers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; It is just nn iwdepemleni lesolution 
ot th(‘ (foveinmeiit , but it has been gi\en in the agenda paper as a reso- 
hitioTi under section 10*5 ot the (Jovernment of India A<*t, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hv impliiaiion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do not know uhut 
]H)int is re(juired to be cleared. On the lace of it. Sir, this Govern- 
ment is taking the initiative hut what instruction this Government 
might have received from another (iovernnuMil or some other [uivate 
person, that is ;» matter into Inch a iiieniber ot the U^gislature has 
no business to etitjuire. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have got our rights. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: CVrtainly not. You are 
only the guard laius ot the rights of this House. Whatever ailvice the 
Bengal (loverninent might have received does not come within the pur- 
view of the members of this House. Therefore, it is not a (juestion of 
order 'at all: it is a question of fact. So fur as the question of fact i« 
oonCfemed, that <*an only strengthen or weaken my resolution aij^l if 
I cannot s^isfy the House about the merits of my resolution it will 
fall tbrough. Therefore, Dr. Sanyal need not be anxious. 
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Df* HALINAKSHA SANYALs *Tt will be parsed bv a majontv of 
tbe Toti', [ 

Th8 Hon^bld Mr. TAMIZUDDIN' KHAN: I was ^oing to say that 
I did like to enter into the reasons which led this House and other 
Provinc\il Governments to refer this matter to the Central Government 
to legislate for all-Inflia. I need only say that drug is an important 
)>r(d)leni and uniformity in legislalion is very essential. Ther only 
ditfereroe between the resolution already passed byMiis House an^ the 
present amended resolution is that the latter includes in its scope biolo- 
gical jiroducts in addition to drugs and medicines. As members are 
all aw^ire biologir‘al products .such as .sera, vaccines, etc., form a very 
important part of modern medicine and it is considered necessary that 
they should be spe< ifically included with a view to^ avoiding in the 
futun* any possible inisapprehepsion in the matter. The present reso- 
lution has accordingly b^en tabled. It is practicall\ the .same as the 
previous resolution except that bi(dogica\ products are specificaWy 
included involving a very slight* amendment in clauses 1, 2 and d. 

The resolution is only formal and T comnu'nd it to the House for its 
acceptance. 

I 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, 1 beg to move by way of 
amendment that after clause .3, the following clause hr inserted, 
namely : — 

Advertisement and publicity against public morals, or drugs, 
medicines and biological products”. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving tins amendment I would like to draw 
your attention to the fact that on the 21s1 Fehruary in the Central 
Legislative Assemhly the honourahle Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta enquired 
about the feasible ways and means to prevent the advertisement of drugs 
connecteil with sexual affairs. In reply to that question, the Hon’ble 
Sir G. S. Bajpai gave an assuram-e to the honourahle member that the 
drugs and their advertisements have long been prohibited in England, 
Clovi'Miriient was full\ eoiiseious oi the fai't that tliis sort of advertise- 
ment of {latent drugs have long been jirohihited in England, and the 
Central Government were considering the fact as to how far they could 
take up the matter from the point ot view of India. So. we can 
understand tiiat the Central Government have already considered the 
nature of the amendment which has been raised by me to-day in this 
House. It is, of course, a hapiiy indication that* the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan ha.s moved a resolution like this. It is widely 
known that there are foreign eomjiaiiies like the Volkart Brothers who 
are ^mblishing very ugly, indecent and ob^ene {littures to .sell their 
drugs and various other kinds of medicine in Bengal by sheer {lublii-ity 
thnmgli advertisement. People purchase these things and 'waste their 
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money The advertisers spend some money, the newspapers get some 
money but ultimately it Womes a hjage waste from the side of the con- 
sumers. I would like to draw your kind attention to the fact that three 
or four years back the Indian Journalists Association took the initiative 
to prevent this sort of obscene publicity .of drugs, medicines and other 
things in Benga]. If I draw your kind attention to one or two pieces of 
acKertisements, you will realise what sort of pubficity is going on in 
coiinec^tion with these drugs. May 1 wjth your permission read ('\il 
one piece of advertisement which the Indian Journalists Association 
collected w-ith a view to put a stop to this sort of ugly, obscene and 
immoral publicity in Bengal. (At this stage, some of the members of 
the Opposition asked him not to read out the extract.) But Ofi my 
friends are recpiesting me not to read out the advertisement and as, 
personally speakiit^, I am also unwilling to do so, I would like to desist 
from doing that. Sir, I had a discussion witfi the Hon’ble Minister 
when I pointed out the nature of such advertisements which he fully 
appreciated, and he has told me that in view of several other official 
aftairs, he is not ready with all the statistics to make tlie amendment 
all on a .sudden. Now, in view of all these things I woufd like to suggest 
that the pernicious activities of foreign companies like the Voikart 
Brothers and ^f infligenous companies and of many astrologers in Bengal 
slomld have drawn the attention of the (lovernment of Bengal long ago. 
AVhat the Indian Journalists Association has been doing was not very 
ettec’tive, that Association being a non-offii*iul l)ody*h\it Government can 
<h» it quite easily , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. (ihose, I may tell you that we are not discussing 
whether the thing is good or l)ad, hut the t|Uestion we are now discussing 
is whether this subject should go from the Provincial List to the Federal 
1/ist, Therefore such things as astrologers arc l>cyond our S(‘ope. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: But. Sir, the wording of my 
unicndmciit is as follows: — “Advertisement and jmhlicity against public 
morals, ot drugs, medicines and hiologital luoducts”. You can very 
well understand that it is in connection with these things I have got to 
refer to 

Mr. SPEAKER: Admitting the whole of your statement to he correct, 

I want to draw' your attention to the fact that the discussion centres 
round the point as to whether we should not legislate on this matter. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: I suhmit, Sir, that in view of the 
situation in the country and in view’ of the pernicious activities of 
some foreign chemical companies, it is now high time that Government 
should take such steps as they think necessary to prevent them. 

With these words, Sir. f ccuninend my motion to the acceptaiif.*f of 
the House. * 
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* Sr. NALISAKtHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker,' Sir, I* do not if 
I skonld support the motion. I ha|'e every sympathy with the Hon'ble 
Minister for movifig this resolution, hut I have some difficulty which I 
want to be cleared up. That is wny I rise to say a few words. The 
province, as I have already indicated, should jealously guard its rights 
and the wording of the resolution, as it stands, makes me feel doubtful 
whether all our rights would be properly safeguarded. In the fiist 
clause, the Hon’ble Minister pientions trade and coipmerce within the 
province in drugs, medicines and biological products. The whole 
sphere of trade and commerce .should be handed over to the Federal 
I/egislatiire for legislatimi. That probably includes provincial ex( ise 
on drugs and sales tax also. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I dp not think so. ^ 

br. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: T.ct ns knoM that definitely; other, 
wise the province will not jnohahly like such riglits ns the province 
would rcnsfoiahly expect to exercise in course of time on the sales of 
costly drugs or “nshiihs” or things like that that would rt‘ach the 
l>enple at a very high juice. We might eventually like to tax them and 
earn some money. If trade and commerce as a uhoh* is iMndod over to 
the Central Government, ju'ohahly will be deprived from raising such 
taxes. In the sccopd place. Sir, our cxp(*rience in regard to tlicst‘ 
drugs has heen ratlicr unfortunate. ^Xv had some time ago a Drugs 
Ent[uir;\'^ Committ(‘e, ami for a certain numl>er of yt^ars now in the 
School of Tropical Medicine some lesearchcs are going on into the 
Indian drugs. There hav»* heen s(uue aj)|)oiiitmeuts in that eonnecti(Ui. 
The Director cd' the Tropical School who happens to he a person not of 
this jmn’ince 


Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid you should not refer to any particular 
jterson. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. 1 «aut to he jtcifeetly .sure it in 
course of such Icgi.slation things will not he done which might 8imilas.'Iy 
jeopardise the interests of the stuis of this ju’oviiiee. Jt is quite possible 
that if we liad in this jkrovinee legislation hy which we might set up a 
Committee to control and regularise drugs, we will have some Bengalees 
apjrointed fi>r the jobs and the Committee will he in(»stly composed of 
the sons of this provin(*e. If, as is proposed, legislation in connection 
with the drugs is entrirsted io the Central Government, as has been the 
case with the School of Tropical Medicine Drugs Research Committee, 
w^e will have no Bengalee, even if he has got the best of qualifications, 
appointed to these Committees or any proposed Committee that might 
he entrusted with the control of drugs in this pn>vince.* I would. 
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tlierefA^, like ?he H(jn’ble Minister to make sure, when he iA gti^ing^ # 
this power to the Central Ijefrislatnrf, that he has made ample provision 
to conserve those iiitere-^ts which l^ve not in the past been properlj*- 
safeguarded. 

^ Mr. SANTOaH KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, More the 
Hon’ble Minister replies I may just say a few words because the biggest 
industry in drugs ^situated in (^alcutta ijt within my constituency, and 
I have got a certain mandate from them with regard to this matter. 

At the outset, I join issue with the Hon ’hit* Minister when he says 
that it is not open to this House io enquire as to the source from Y'hit'b 
he received the inspiration in the matter of bringing forward tiiis 
resolution l)efore*the House. This House is certainly entitled, as 
Dr. Sanyal made it clear, to know whether tht^ in8j)iration came from 
the Government of India or from any other outside source, because it 
may vitally aftVet the decision of this House with regard to this matter. 

If w’e are told that the inspiration and tlih inducement, or the initiative, 
has come from outsidt‘, we sliall look upon this rcsoliitio^i in a j)artic\ilur 
manner. If, lui the other hand, we find that it is n provincial necessity 
which has actuated the (h)vernment of Bengal, then certainly we shall 
look upon it ft'oin a different angle of Nisioii. TlH*refore, Sir, I do not 
at all agree with the Hon’hle Minister uheii lie says that it is not tlie 
concern of this House to emjuire us to which is Hie authority, or the 
source from which the inspiration came and 1>\ whom the initii^tive was 
taken. 

Ajiart from tliat, Sir, I think this Hemsc will he well a^Uised to accejit 
this resolution, as if stands, aft<‘r the necessary explanation is given by 
the Ilon’hle Minister on the point raiseil hy my friend Dr. Sanyal. 1 
think, Sir, that so far as drugs art* etmeerned, jmrticularly the manu- 
facture ot drugs for which Bengal has certuinly ucijuired a great lead 
over the other jirovinces, one of the biggest manufacturing coiu'erns 
being situated in Bengal, I am referring to the Bengal (.’bemical 
A Pharmaceutical Works, it is necessary that the regulation of tratle 
and commerce and all otlier matters which arc mentiom*d in this resolu- 
tion should be directly controlled by one centra] agency; otherwise, there 
might be considerable risk of our prodm‘ts being crowded out from the 
other provinces by prohibitive tax*‘s or duties or liy cheap and spurious 
drugs, which ought not to he allowed. It is also nci'cssary, in order to 
carry on our com petition in an effective and efficient manner against 
foreign drugs, that the CVntral Legislature ought to undertake legisla- 
tion so as to put up a fight against other competitors, such as from 
Germany, Italy, America or England. It is, therefore, neeessary that 
such % move should he initiated hv the province in order that legislation 
on an all-ludia basis can be undertaken, and Indian drugs and Imfiaa' 
industrial prb<lucts may put up a combined and organised fight against 
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ioieign competition. It is particularly neceBsaryfinasmiiciL as tlk drug 
4rade and the drug industry in thi^ province are making rapid strides. 
I would, therefore, welcome the m 9 ve, and I hope. Sir, that this move 
is a bona fide move on the part of the Government of Bengal, without 
being inspired, or actuated froi« any other source. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want 
ito speak a few* words. ' . 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Khaitaii wants to speak first. Mr. Khaitan. 

Mr. DEBI PR08A0 KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I would not 
'have risen to take part in this discussion, had it not been for the amend- 
ment wdiich has been moved by my friend Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose. 

I venture to submit, Sir, that this amendment must have been moved 
Tinder a great misconception of^the situation that would arise as a result 
"of this resolution. The resolution, which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister, has been moved us a result of several years of efforts carried 
x)n by manufacturers of drugs, medicines, etc., so that uniform laws may 
prevail in the different j>rovinc(‘s and so that they ihay meet with 
any difficulties for the sale of their produr ts in other provinces 
{Dr. Nalinaksh.\ Sanyai. : No. no. Mr. Khaitan. you are under a 
Tnisapprehension. It is a definite law.) 1 do not think 

I am, • because this is just wdiat the resolution j)rovides. 

{Dr. Namnaksha Sanyai.: IMease look at the terms.) If Dr. Sanyai 
w’ants further elucidation ot the pnddem, I niight remind him that 
'different duties have been impose<l 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; It is not a piet e of legislation, but it 
Telates to contnd of drug'*. I have already had the rulinn of the 
Speaker on this matter. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN; As I read the lexdution, I find 
that it con(‘erns not only spuriou.s drugs throughout the country, but 
also covers the (piestion (>f uniform duties in all the provinces taken 
•together. 

Mr. I. A. CLARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is it permissible for 
two members to make speeches at one and the same time!" (Laughter. 'i 

Dr. HAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. I already 
put a question to you, and you nodded indic(>ting the opinion that excise 
“dufies and sales taxes do not come under the contemplatioti of this 
resolution. Am I riglit in understanding that that is yohr rulingP 
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Mr. Speaker, i only say that, so far as Article 27 of List H 
is concerned, it says “trade and eomijieree”. and so far as excise things 
are concerned, they come later, duty^on ex<'i8e. Article 40. Ijttstly, so 
far as fees are concerned, it comes under Article 54. Now if the inter- 
pretation which I hold is correct, viz., tlint the three definite terms are 
all for three d<ifinite purposes, then trade and commerce within a 
province do not come within the competency of ttie Federal Ijegisla- 
ture uiader Article MO, though ‘‘fees” come under Article 64. But in 
any case, even it is so, the I’rovincial T^egislature has the power to 
repeal an Act of the Federal Legislature under section 102 of the 
Oovernment of India Acl, lOdo. So. there is no difficulty. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Whatevei ma\ he the interpreta- 
tion about excise duly, whether it <‘omes within the sc<»pe of this resolu- 
tion or not, then* is another vcr\ important part* of the problem which, 
perhaps, would come witliin the scope of this resolution, namely, the 
•different analyses of the different products^ that have been prescribed in 
the different provinces. It is the different analyses, that have been so 
prescriWd. that cause the largest amount of trouble in the way of drugs 
to be manufacture(l in one province and transported to another for the 
purpose of sale* 

Now, Sir, thih amendment, which has been nioved by my friend 
Mr. Atul Krishna (fhose, seeks to give the righi about legislation 
against undesirable and imlecent advertisements and publicity alty to the 
•Central Government. That will be the effect if this amendment is 
accepted by tliis House. I do not see any reason. Sir, wdiy Bengal 
should give up the right to legislate in favour of the Central Govern- 
ment. If the Bombay (lovernment want to legislate against such 
advertisements and publicity. th(*y, too. are exp(*cted to give up that 
right to the Central Government. G)r. Nm.inaksu,\ Sanyal: For 
uniformity.) Why need there be any uniformity}' I am reminded by 
the very existence of this that we do riot want iiohMcnt advertisements 
and publicity to l)e ]»ermitted in this pnivince. Su]»posing Bombay, 
Madras, Bihar, ami the Cnited Brovinces Governments have no objec- 
tion* to indecent advertisements and publicity, and they go up to the 
Central Government and submit that legislation should md be passed 
against indeeent adverti.*.ements, it is for the House to determine as to 
w'hether they would give up this right in fax/)ur of tlie Central Legis- 
lature or not. All that I am submitting. Sir, is that each province 
should continues to keep with itself the right to legislate against 
undesirable forms of advertisement and publicitv and, therefore, the 
amendment should be thrown out. 

Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUOHURI: Sir, I had no mind'to 
4ake part in fhis debate but 1 am doing mo now only to (dear up some 
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possible misunderstanding as regards the meaniig of some parts of the 
tresoluiion, as for instance, part one of the resolution which proposes to 
confer on the Federal liegislature the power to regulate “trade and 
commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and biological pro- 
ducts”. I cannot understand*or rather grasp fully what is exactly the 
idea of the Hon ’ble^ Minister in propo.sing to confer tfcis power on the 
Central Government. Does he mean that the Central Government would 
have the power to regulate inter-provincial trade aud^commerce on the.se 
subjects or does he mean that the Central Government will also regulate 
the trade and commerce in drugs, medicines and biological products even 
within (>ur province itself:' If the latter be his meaning, as it is almost 
appairent from the terms of the resolution, then I must say that I am 
afraid he is going to confer larger powers on the Central Government 
than are necessary in the interests of regulation of inter-provincial trade 
and commerce (jr of securing i/niformity in these matters. AVhether such 
large powers should he conferred on the Central Government or not. it is,, 
of course, for us to con.sider carefully at this stage, and I would request 
the Hon’ble Mipister to take this suggestion into his seri(Uis consid^^ra- 
tion, namel>, whether it will not be better to so amend the first ]>art 
of the resolution, as to confer powers of regulating inter-provincial trade 
and commerce and not trade and commerce within the ])r(#.ince in drugs,, 
medicines and biological ])roducts 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have no juris<iiction. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let me sidnuit. Sir. how 
in my humble opinion a re.soliitioii in snob terms is permissible. We are 
going to confer certain ])owers on tlie Central Governineiit and we are 
going also to indicate the lines on wbicb such powers are proposed to 
be conferred and intended to bp exercised. Wljat is there to prevent us 
from indicating that the regulation should he on such and such lines 
It is quite within our powers I submit to indicate to the Central Govern- 
ment that on siicli ami swvh lines legislation should be umlertaken — at 
least that is iny idea. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do >ou want “]>rovince'‘ to l)e made into 
“proviiK^s” ? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Y es, but to he more ex- 
plicit, I .suggest “inter-provincial trade and commerce* Vi n stead of “trade 
and commerce within the province" in these matters. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERilEi^: Sir, IT 
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itn CITS' Ctl^ ^FTwL*. JTRT jKf^ C¥TC« n ^gT H T C^ C»Tt »W * 

#KTC1 fWI C'VTTO EFTIl ^ ^ TOIT tt,* 

WW WTC*? CW CTOt CTO CTOTW* ^TO aC^T F®^ nTWl 

ant ^ CTOCTO ClTFF C^TSTC^ TOT ^ C«T«fr TOTUT CTO^T C^f^TTOT, CTO® 
tf^Sf-TfS STT 4 TO«W TO C® TOT TOf WM CiT®! TO TO I TO 8FTT Intnu 

« ipter-Provincial TOT5^ TOT CTOllT TOtWJC® C^«af Sl^l iltSRT TOTTO 
TOn^ TOTO C^ !?TO Snf^lS TOCTT, 5T ®Ttf TOl^®aC«t TOI^ I ®TTO 
TO aiT, TOTO C^ TOT TOTOT CTO? ScSCf TOT^ ^TrfTO ?rTTO 5RT TO «®5T 

«rrtn ®5 toto i 

Tht Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: My honourahk fmiul, 

Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, has again raised the question of initiative. 
Sir, when that question was raised in coniiectioi^ wdth a point of order, 

I took up the stand that that does not actually arise in connection with 
a point of order, but actually I have no objection to take the House into 
confidence as to wherefrom this initiative came. 1 can say for the edi- 
fication of the House that it was the Provincial Governments that took 
the initiative in the matter. Not on4y this (Government, tut all the other 
Governments took up the matter, and a resolution was passed previously 
— almost a similar fe.solution — but it w^as the Government of Assam that 
pointed out that biological products were not included within the scope 
of the resolution and probably that was a lacuna and when the Central 
Government received a communication from the Government of Assam, 
in that re.spect they asked all the Provincial Governments whetU^r the> 
w'oiihl include biological products also within the purview' of the resolu- 
tion. and that is how thi.s resolution has now come in this amended form 
lief ore thi.i Hou.He, 

A>> regards the uinendinent moved b\ my friend Mr. Atul Krishna 
Ghose, I have full sympathy with the object of the amendment, I agree 
witli him that advertisements of this nature have become a positive 
nui'jance now-a-da>^. and an> aticinpt to curtail or regulate such ad.ver- 
tisenients must be a laudable one. Hut iImmc are certain difficulties in the 
w'ay. First of all, 1 think that it is not within the purview of <lrug con- 
trol at all. This is aiiogether a different subject, because such adver- 
tiseftieiits are made not onl.\ in connei tioii with drugs and biological 
product.s, but also in connection with other things such as talismans. 
Therefore, if legislation is made with regard to hiidogical products, that 
will not, in itself, prevent similar advertiseineiit.s in res})€ct of other 
things like talismans, 1, therefore, think that it is a different mutter 
and does not com? w’ithin the ]>urview' of this residution. Again there i.s 
another thing. So far as these advertisements are concerned, I think 
no other Provincial (Government is going to ask the (entral (Government 
to legielate. If the Goveri^neiit of Bengal only ask the Central Gov- 
ernment to l^islate about these advertisements, on that alone the 
Central Goveiltiment will not be in a position to go in for legislation. 
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^ There is also still another difficulty. We are suxrendering our righte 
about legislation regarding drug control for obvious reasons. But so 
far us controlling advertisements fh concerned, I do not think we should 
surrender our rights at all. We can legislate within the province and 
there is no reason why we should bring in that matter at all within th^ 
purview of this resiylution. I, therefore, think that, i6 this view of^the 
matter, my friend will be pleased to withdraw his amendment. ^ If I am 
so advised, I can write to the Central Government whether thistjan also 
be taken up. Hut as I have already said, obviously the Central Govern- 
ment will not be in a position to legi.slate without similar reque.sts being 
ma(le by other Provincial Governments also. However, I shall further 
consider this matter and if it is found to be advisable to write to the 
Central Government, T sliull certainly do .so. » 


Then, Sir, as regards the*]»oint raised by Dr. Sanyal, you, Sir, have 
pointed out that sales of drugs uiul excise diities come under certain 
other head, and 1 agree with \ou that sini])ly by giving the Central 
(Government power to legislate regarding trade and commerce, we are 
not giving away our powers about .soles of drugs or excise duties at all. 
As regards the p(»int raised b\ Mr. (diaudhuri, I would like to say 
that the words “within the province” are necessary^ for this reason that 
we cannot say anything about the areas outside our own province. That 
is the reason why these words have been placed there. I do not think 
that simply liecause these words are there we are giving wider power to 
the ('eutral Government than we would have otherwise done. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are >ou not divesting 
yourself of your power to legislate? Once you divest yourself of the 
power, you cannot legislate 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, the Provincial Legislature can do that under 
section lOM. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will that be proper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; it will be ]>erfectl> legal. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I hope that this resolu- 
tion will be nccet»te<l b\ the House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: in view' of the A.ssurauce given by 
the Hon’ble Minister that he will look into the matter and try to accom- 
modate it and. if necessary, write to the Central Goveniment, I wish 
t^ withdraw' my amendment. r 

The amendment of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose was then, by leave of the 
House, withdrawn. 
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The motion that 
that — 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

I ^ 

hi#5 AssembliJ is of opinion that it is desirable- 


(1) trade and commerce within the province in drugs, medicines and 

biological products; ♦ 

(2) the production, supply and distribution of,drugs, medicines and' 

biological products; 

(8) the adultertrtion of drugs, medicines and biological products; 


(4) fees in re.sjiert ot tlie matters mentioned in clauses (1) to (3);,. 

(•’> I iiKjuirie's and stati'^tics for the purpose of the matters mentioned 
in clauses. (1) to (4) ; * 


(ti) ofteiu’es pgaiiist laws with respect t<» the matters mentioned in 

clauses (1) to (5); • 

* 

(7 ) jnri'^dictioii and ])owers ot courts with res])ect to the matters 
mentioned in clauses (1 ) to tb); 


wdiich are among ihe matters enumerated in the Provincial Legislative 
List, slmuld l>e regulated in this jirovince h\ an Act (d the Federal 

Legislature, was ^hen ]nit and agreed to. 

« 

GOVERNMENT BILL 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939. ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 understand that there is a slight difficulty in the 
('alcutta Municipal Amendment Bill being taken up immediately and, 
as I have said, with the concurrence of the Hon’hle Minister T have 
admitted the motion (d Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Who is the Minister who has given 
his consent? 

Mr. SPEAKER • The Hon'hle Maharaja Srischaiidra Nandy, of 
Cosaimbazar. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You previously said Hon’hle ^ir 
Nazimuddin. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Heca use he was my channel of communication. 

Mr. SANTO*SH KUMAR BASU: In view of what has just fallen 
from you, viz., the slight difficulty in taking the Municipal Bill at the 
present moment, may 1 know what is the difficulty ? 

• # 

Mr. SP&AKERx I do not know'. 1 hope there will be an amicable^ 
adjnetment of certain matters. 
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* Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYAL:;' Amicably b]r whom? 

* \ 

i. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It lietter that the Speaker should be kept out of 
such controversy. ' 

n 

Or. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that an Hon’ble Minister 
' * * 

has resigned? * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ihave no information one way or the other. On 
the other hand, I got message that Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has resigned. 
< Laugh ter.) 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: Sir, 8n1^ nen'tH'9 

Hi'fW"rt5i twi ^ iTrar press 

cvTRtirsR ^TT*rr? 

I BtnhOT apTCf f'^nUr siiOT r«fr>ntt;f8T fn? w SiW f^r i 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not know. All I can sa> is thut in case the 
Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill is not taken u]) to-da>, it is most 
unlikely that it will be taken up to-morrow. It will be taken up on the 
Ist May. 


SPECIAL MOTION. 

CommittM of Enquiry about Majdia Railway Ditastor. 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that the (lovernment of India be immediately 
moved to appoint an in<lej>endent Committee of non-officials and officials 
not connected with Kailua,\ Administration to make an em|uiry into the 
conduct and responsibility of tlie Railway Administration and Railway 
staff immediately following the Majdia Railway disaster with reference 
to the fcdlowing among other allegations and complaints: — 

(A) Delay in providing proper medical and other reliefs and their 
inadequacy. 

{B) Inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene of accident. 

(C) Failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other 
necessary food articles for a large number of injured passen- 
» gers and other passengers of the* trains involved in the colli- 

sion and of the other trains detained in coneeque^ace for hours 

in a terribly hot day. 

t 
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(it) to mjike necessary larrangemen is lor the comforts and ^ 

conveniences of passengefs injured and detained. * 

• 

(E) Delay in sending the injured and the dead passengers to 
Calcutta and in taking prontpt steps to send the detained 
trains to Calcutta. 

« • 

{E) Conduct “of .the Railway staff Allowing the accident. 

I claim to have a rational mind. (A voick: Do youK) 1 do. I 
take accidents to be acTidents. but in this particular railway acaident 
I cannot persuade myself to a(‘cept this as a mere accident. Sir, we 
have not yet been able to forget that Dacca Mail disaster at Halsa 
a few years back. It i.s still fresh in oin; mind, also the Bibta railway 
disaster. Rawal])iiHli Mail disaster and other railway disasters. To-day 
or to-morrow we will manage to forget these past aciddents, but, Sir, 
it will be difficult, or rather impo.ssiblc *for us to forget this particular 
accident. The reason is obvious. This di.saster has *tuken away two 
from amongst us, two members of this House. This has amply demon- 
strated the utter kick of effieieney «)f the railway administration in this 
proviiK’e. The points J have asked in my resolution to enquire into 
are very simple. The first p(u‘nt is '‘delay in proviiling proper medical 
and other reliefs and their inaileijuacN ”. • 


With regard to medical relief that has been given, the less said the 
better it is. One incident will suHiciently ])rove the inadecjuacy or 
rather liopeless inadeijuacy with regard to medical relief. Sir, the 
Hon’hle the Minister in charge of the Public Health is here. I had been 
to tlie Medical College Hos]Htal, Kmergency Department, to see our 
friend late Mr. Manoranjan Bannerjee. I was told that the Ifon’hle the 
Minister in charge of the Public Health went there a few ininuieH before 
me along witli the Hon’hle the Home Minister. May I ask the Hoii’hle 
Minister who is sitting before me “was that a place for any (not to speak 
of a member of the ].*egislatiire ) injured person”!^ 1 saw with my own 
eyes that the st^at that was arranged f(»r the late Buhu Manoranjan 
Bannerji cannot be a seat tor any patient. There was not an inch of 
space between the seat of Bahu Manoranjan Bannerji and the other 
patient^s seat. That patient was not a victim of the disaster. The next 
seat was occupied by another patient who was also not a victim of the 
railway accidenl. I was told that it was Emergency Ward. When 
I remonstrated I was told that as there was no plac.e, he was put in there. 
On further enquiry I came to understand that no attempt was ever made 
to remove him to a comfou^ahle place. There was no fan at all. JThe 
late Mr. Miyioranjan Bannerji, a member of this House, was put in the 
Emergency Ward. 

15 
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Wken I came to Sealdali Station where I i^ceived this newa-^t 
about 11 or 12, I don’t remember exUctly the time — the railway author!* 
ties were very busy in sending a large number of constables to Majdia. 
The relations, friends and others who were anxious to see the victims 
of the ilisaster at Majdia were^not allowed to go by the first available 
train. Why this large number of constables was .sent I eould not under* 
stand at the time. Later on it was explained to me the part which the 
police would play there. ^ ^ \ 

With regard to the inadequacy of lights at the station and the scene 
of accident, it is a matter which could really be better imagined than 
descri^bed. I was not present then. Some members of this House who 
were there explained the position, the jiosition of horror and terror of 
darkness after the accident. < 

Witli regard to failure to iqake arrangements for drinking water and 
other necessary food arficles for a large number of injured passengers 
and other passengers of tlie trains involved in the collision and of other 
trains detained in (!onsequence,‘ I need only say that there was no want 
of food or drinkirtg water so far as the Hon’ble Ministers were concerned. 
They had amj»le drinking water, am|)}c food and am]>le comfort there, 
but there were no arrangements for any drinking** water or other 
arrangements for food for other passengers. 

Sir, the Ministers who had been there were coming back to (’alcutta 
by the Serajganj (mssenger. They sto])ped at Darsana; some at 
Jayrampur. They had motors at their disposal, they had ample food 
and drinks at their di8p(»sal, and some of tliem availed themselves of the 
first relief train to come back to (’alcutta. But, Sir, there were other 
passengers some of whom might possibly lie here and they will explain 
the position. I am told the\ suffered ver\ much for want of food and 
drinking water. That is a clear case of negligence on the part of the 
Railway authorities. 

With regard to failure to make necessary arrangements for the 
comforts and conveniences of passengers injured and detained and delay 
in sending the injured and the dead pas.sengers to (’alcutta and in taking 
prompt steps to send the detained trains to (’alcutta, I can only say that 
you all remember that the dead body of our friend the Late Mr. Birendra 
Nath MaKumdur came to (’alcutta at about l-t3o a.m. the next day. 
Sir, does it require any more explanation ? Does it require any more 
speech than what 1 have already saidh The dead body of our friend 
came to Calcutta after, say, 2^3 or 24 hours. Is it not due to utter 
lack of facilities with regard to railway transport in BdngalP Many of 
ue were waiting at the Sealdah Station anxiously to see the dead body 
which we were told would come at 5-3U p.m. Then we were told that 
it ifould be coming at 7-30 or 8-30 p.m. I am told, on the other hand, 
that the dead body of a Guard came to Calcutta by the Af^rn Mail at 
5 p.m. in the evening. Sir. why this invidious distinctioirf between one 
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dead passenger and another ^ ThI dead body of a member of this 

Souse was brought late at 2 a. m./ whereas the dead body of a Guar^ 
was brought during the day, • 

With regard to the conduct of the IJailway staff, my friend Maulvi 
. Gyasuddin Chowdhury, who is here, would be able to give a better 
description. He gave us to understand that he Vas a passenger and 
he had, himself s^n the scene of occurrence at Majdia. J am sure he 
will rfse in bis seat and give a detailed description of the treatment that 
was accorded there by the llailway authorities. 

I am now told that the local Congress Committee took steps to give 
food and milk to some meml)er.s of the House. 1 am also told thilt had 
it not beeii for this help, their sufferings would have been much greater 
when the> were "detained at Majdia. Sir, a #('0101011 tee should be 
appointed by the Government of India* to ei 4 iuire into these things. 

I am sure that this is a matter in which the (government of Bengal or 
this House cannot take the initiative.. As regards the personnel of 
the Committee, Sir, I want to make thi.s ob.servation th)^t if a ('ommittee 
is appointed by the (ioverument of India 50 per cent of the members 
of that ('ommittee should be from the members of the Legislature in 
this province ^amf particularly those who had been on the scene, barring 
the Ministers who were there by accident. Sir, 1 have heard com- 
plaints, and I have also beard from members of jhis House, that the 
Ministers <lid not take an.\ steps which they ought to have taken in 
those circumstances. Some were busy in giving pbotogrupb1» to the 
cameramen and some were busy in visiting i)laeeH of some mill- 
owners and taking tea with some friends and others were busy at other 
plac’es. Sir, I W(mld n*({ue.si the members (»f this House to hear the 
details frtmi Al-Hadj Gyasuddin Cbowdbury. I would request him to 
give a vivid description of what be saw and experienced during the 
disaster that happened there. With these words, I commend ray 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

(The House was then adjourned for 25 minutes.) 


After AdjoumvinU. 

Or. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move the 
amendment that after the words ‘Mo make an enquiry into”, the 
following be added, namely, “the circumstances connected with the 
recent railway disaster at Majdia, and”. 

The purpose of this amendment is to make the resolution compre- 
hensive and to permit the Committee of Enquiry to investigate into all 
questions connected with the disaster. My friend, Mr. Hashemy,ehaa 
had some speciffc points to be drawn attention to, points relating to 
some. matters following the Majdia railway disaster. I felt that in 
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addition to such points it was necessary to haye some 
Sato the causes or circumstances th^t have led to the disaster and also, 
if possible, to entrust the Committee to find out how best to safeguard 
against a repetition of such disasters. It is only with that end in 
view that I move my amendment, and I trust my friend, Mr. Hashemy, 
will have absolutely po objection to accepting the same. < It is not with- 
out some amount of melancholy feeling that one speaks on a resolution 
of this character, and I am alisolutely sure that ^evhry section*’ ^of the 
House would be unanimous in demanding that proper enquiries should 
be made into a disaster of this character which led not merely to the 
loss of two valuable live.s of members of this Tjegislature, but also of 
many more invaluable lives of unknown and not sufficiently rich men. 
I submit that an investigation ought to have been ^ started by the 
Government tif India .straightaway. Four days have elapsed and yet, 
so far as we learn from the ^newspaper reports, we do not find any 
serious attempt at starting an enquiry of a comprehensive character. I 
understand that a small local enquiry ha.s been or is being conducted 
by the District Magistrate and the local Kailway officials with a view 
to find out the results of the accident and as required under the Indian 
Railways Act of 1890 to report on the accident. I \^ilso noticed in the 
new .spaj)er.s that one comparatively junior railway pcili'ce officer has 
been asked to make a re})f)rt on the accident. While these local investi- 
gations 1)\ certaik com]>aratively inexperienced and local Railway 
officials inay be nece.ssary, 1 claim that a disaster of this character 
demamls a more comprehensive and expert investigation. 1. therefore, 
had in m> mind a motion in w’hich 1 would have suggested that in the 
Committee to be appointed, there should be a High ('ourt Judge w'ho 
might be in a position to sift the evidence presented tlioroughly and to 
find out exactly where the <lefects did lie; al.so a Railway ex^>ert w’ho, 
while not la'ing a Railwu> .servant, might be in a ])osition to give 
his unbia.sed opinion as to the character of the Railway di.saster and 
the jtossibilities of guarding against the .same. I w’as prompted to 
draft that resolution because, while in Europe, 1 had occasion to study 
some of the Railway technical matters connected w'ith disasters of big 
consequences, and I am glad to be able to say that I found that arising 
out of similar disasters some of the most useful inven^’tions in Railway 
signalling have been found. There should W no time wasted to find 
out if there is any scope for improving the signalling arrangements on 
the Eastern Bengal Railw'ay to make it fool-proof aild to make it 
impossible for Hie human element to forget itself fo][ the time being 
ami lead to serious disaster^ of this character. I remember. Sir, while 
in England; I saw' at Acton a railway .station near London, an experi- 
ment going on to get a train pulled up by the driver if he passes a 
sig^ual in danger by draw ing his attention^ to the signal having bedfi 
in danger through an automatic alarm. There was a ^nrovision for 
placing a raised lately on which, if the signal was in danger, a metal 
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part OT the engine w|)uld touch ai^l there would be an automatic bell 
ringing just near the driver’s’ ears* I saw in Germany another experi- 
ment going on by which it was provided that automatically an engine 
passing a signal in danger would be pulled up by a system known as 
optical train control. Thereby it was arranged that if an engine passed 
a signal in dagger, a ray of light falling from the side of the engine 
^ould get reflected from a position of a mirror on flie signal and thereby 
an ela^tric currecft would be generated mhich wo\ild pull up the engine 
if it was passing a signal in danger. Such ex|)eriinents have also been 
going on in other parts of the world, but 1 do not know why in India, 
in this unfortunate land of ours, the railway administration should be 
so conservative as to leave things a.s they are, seeking explarmtions 
from the theory of sabotage or of mistakes of the human factor. I 
claim that the (iovernment ot India shopld be moved to make a 
thorough investigation into all eircunistnnce?^ connected with this 
disaster and pariiciilarl\ to see that in future such disasters may be 
prevented. So far as the complaints dn^wn attention to by my esteemed 
friemi Mr. Hashem.x are concerned. I can onl.\ s>m|^)athise with him, 
and while supporting bis claim t<» have an investigation into all these 
complaints, I would onl_\ a<ld that so long as the etti(’i(*ncy of the 
Railway stall amt of the Administrative ''tail is not improved generally, 
quick decision and prom])i actioii are not likel\ to be the order of the 
day, and therefore we must have to go dee]H*r to see if there is any 
scope for iiiq^rrtving the character of the Uailwa\ iimmi generally and 
of f)ur executive oltic(‘is in partic’ular • 


Here, in this case, we were informed that the first leliei train could 
arrive at this place, namely, Majdia, about four hours after the disaster 
tO{)k place (('ries of “Shame, sluune” from Longress benches. ) I 
know. Sir, that the Railwa\ authorities in the Eastern Bengal Railway 
maintain a break-down staff, and an emergency staff is suppo.sed to be 
always in readinesf? tor any emergency of this character, and yet 1 do 
not understand why it took such a long time to reach the place of 
disaster. It has also been reported to us that some of tlie trains w'hich 
were duo to arrive there and pass the station w'ore not detained there 
sufficiently long to enable first aid to he given as well as to enable such 
passengers who were left behind to he taken in them. The Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister did pass the station quite a number of hours later, 
and I undergtood from him direct that lie had to specially ask the 
railway guard to stop the train at Majdia in order to enable him to see 
the condition itf the injured passengers. (Mr. Aiiniir Wahau Khan: 
That also in writing.; T am told by m> friend that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister had to do that in writing as if he had to give an explana- 
tion, for asking the Railway people to get an ordinary thing done. 
There must be. Sir, something terribly wrong in the whole Raflwny 
administra^u under the circumstances. I know, f^ir, that this Honee 
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^ k fiot tbe proper place where I caii raise questicjas on ihe defiaencks 
q{ the Bailway administration. That is why I shall not state things 
which might be declared out of o^der. I have watched the Speaker 
wake up suddenly. (Laughter.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am always wide awake when yoli are speaking. 
(Laughter.) ^ 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that the public in 
Bengal have been greatly agitated over the accident. We have first 
hand ‘reports from honourable members of this House as w'ell as from 
respectable members of the public who had definitely stated that the 
number of the dead and *.11)0 injured had Wii far in excess of what was 
reported in the pajjers by the itailw'ay administration. 

Sir, I am nCt trying to cast any reflection on the Railway authorities 
at this stage, but 1 submit tliat an investigation — a proper and inde- 
pendent invest ig.at ion — should l>e made t(> aMcertain the real truth of 
the affair. We were informed that even the late lamented 
Mr. Munoranjan Hannerjee, when he wa*' wounded, was himself 
mightily afraid that over and above the injury some f>tliei''injni-y might 
be indicted (m him by the Railway men to put an end to his life, so 
that he might be tii^en away, and his bo(l\ might be safely spirited 
away somewhere. There is general belief that smdi things have takeU 
place in the t)ust. 1 do not know if it still continues to lake place, and 
I cannot eusil\ make m>self believe that there an* any human beings 
or any persons on the face ol the earth wlio tor their joh> would do 
such atrocious acts, and yet the [mhlic of Bengal have had such un- 
fortunate feelings. Tho.se entrusted with the irjvestigatioii of this 
affair must sift the evidence pro])erly and .set at rest all speculations 
about it. We have seen photos of grue.some charfecters — the bead of 
a person who died in the di.saster and the hod,\ could not be discovered 
yet. There must have been something done with the body; either the 
body must have Ix^en burnt into the fire that en.sued or the body must 
have l>een removed to some unknown destination by some unknown 
person. Investigation should he made info all the.se. (Babu 
Nakkndka N\havan (Tiakuahvrty : There was another body without the 
head.) My friejul Mr. (liakrubarty tells me that another body was 
discovered which had no head, but certainly this head which was dis- 
covered did not fit in with that bod>. < 

There have also been complaints about the Railwas staff being 
indifferent the immediate requirements of first aid, and it was to 
the public of Majdia, and particularly to tlje Congressmen and young 
meil' of that locality that credit for rendering whatever first aid could 
be given w’as due. I would like to know' to what extent ‘the Railway 
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were really ijicapable of offering' servioee, becauae they were* 
short of funds or short of resources or short of men^ and whether there 
were other reasons for this callou^ess. 

Sir, we are told by responsible members of this House that all 
telegraphic connections were stopped. * 

« (At this st&ge the member reache<l the time-4imit but was allowed 
to finijjh his speech.') ^ 

I onlj- require, Sir, that there should be a thorough investigation, 
and that is why, while supporting the motion of Mr. Hashemy. I have 
brought this short amendment of a comprehen.sive character. 

« 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* Mm I ini>v** inv am<*nHineiit, 
Sir? ' 

e 

Mr. SPEAKER : N(». it not ne<‘esNar\ 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Mr Speaker, Suf- -- 

Mr. 8PEi}KEH: 1 iniglit '^ay at this stage that we are not sitting 
to-morrow as previonslN announced and that we shall meet on the Ist 
of May next to con>ider the (\»lcutta Municipal ('Amendment) Hill and 
after that the Hengal Money-lenders Hill. 

« 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are we to understand, Si]‘, that 
tie present pT’ogrannnc of taking uj> the Mom‘y-lenderH Hill on the 1st 
of May is changed y 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER : ( am afraid there cannot W any other comdusion ! 

(Laughter.) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: 1 submit, Sir, that not many words 
are needed to comniend tliis motion to the ncceptain’e of the House. 
Yuu are aware. Sir, that I also gave mdice of a motion which was 
framed on these lines. M\ motion wanted that a CommitU*e should be 
set up to incjuire info the causes of the disaster and also to ascertain the 
extent of the loss sustained hy the pa.sHongers and the public. 

You, Sir, have been pleased to rule that as the last portion of my 
motion which T^lates to the extent of loss and damage that have been 
caused by this terrible disaster, docs not fall within the purview of the 
motion that has been proposed by my friend Mr. Byed Jalaluddin 
Hashemy, it should be considered as an independent motion. 

Sir, the accident took place on that fateful night when alf the 
passengers ^A*re reposing in the land of dreams, and which (caused the 
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most terrible havoc*. A very largemumber of m^n have been c^clared 
dead and a larger number are lying in different hospitals. A large 
number of families have been renclered desolate by the death of their 
only earning members. Our feelings are very high on this occasion as 
we also in this House have losbtwo of our most valued friends. So we 
owe to ourselves and to those who have suffered by this disaster to make 
an attempt to find out the cause of the disaster and to see that such 
disasters may not recur. About the proposed enquiry* as I have already 
submitted in my motion, it should consist of experts and non-officials as 
there have been serious allegations against the Railway administration 
in the press as well as in this House. There are persons who are still 
reported to be missing. In to-day’s “Basiiraati,” I find, a correspondent 
has stated that two of his relatives had been travelling by that train — 
one was found injured «and the other could not be traced in spite of 
several reminders by tliq relations of lh(‘ missing person. Very serious 
doubts have been roused which are not exj)ected to be allayed without 
an impartial enqiiirv. It is, tJi(‘refore, neces.sarv that a Committee of 
Enquiry consisting of jx'rsons wlio may command the confidence of the 
public, should be set u]). There are so mjiny different versions appor- 
tioning blames amongst the driver of the Dacca Mail, the Station 
Master, the Point.sman and others. Therefore, unless gn absolutely 
iinjmriial Committee sifts evideiu'e and materials plai'ed before them 
and comes to a definite eonelusion with regard to this, public anxiety 
and ap])roh<‘nsion eaii never lu* allayed. It is true, as we have seen in 
papers, /bat some sort of empiiry, wliieb has origiiuit(‘(] peril aps from 
the Itailway authorities^ is going to bt* made, but this sort of enquiry 
will not satisfy the mind of the public. Therefore, Sir, we demand a 
(’ominittee of Kn(iuir\ which, us 1 have already said, may command 
the eonfidenee of the public at large. My friend, Mr. Jalaluddin 
Hasliemy, in mentioning this accident has unfortunately digressed to 
make an attack upon llie Hon’ble Ministers. I think he ought not to 
have done it to-day at least. He should have remembered that the 
Hou’ble (diief Minister, who had been travelling that way took great 
pains to stop the train by giving an order in writing 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: On a point of personal 

explanation. Sir. 1 did not say anything about the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: You mentioned aborit the Ministere. 

So far as 1 know, the Hon’ble Chief Minister had gone to the actual 
site of the disaster. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Do not raise contro- 
veitial issues.) 1 am nut raising controversial issues — (intermptioiui 
from the Opposition benches). t** 
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Mfs SPEAI^ER: |[ hope it will be realised by everybody that ^ 
aecording to the Government of India Act as well as by every convert- 
tion, freedom of speech is the onlyi essential thing for which we have 
got the justification to come here and so I hope you will allow him to 
go on uninterrupted. • 

liOGESH CHANDRA GUPTAs In view of the colossal 
calamhy, I think it •would be proper for us to adopt this resolution 
without entering inlo controversial and acrimonious debate. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: The Hoiride Chief Minister, look- 
ed to the comforts of the surviving passengers, provided for milk for the 
babies, as far as ^it was practicable and as far as it was possible within 
the time at his disposal and in the cir(;umstances. So, it was no use 
making an attack upon the Ilon'ble Ministers* in a body or upon any 
particular Minister. We an* at one in supporting the resolution and 
the objective with wliich this resolution* has been put up. With these 
few words, T support tlie motion, as amended by f)r. Sanyal. My 
feelings are very high on this oc«asioii, because it is a tragedy ot a 
kind of which thet(‘ has b(‘en no other parallel in the province of Bengal. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Sir, death and (liHaster 
mighty levellers, and altliough we are discussing this matter under the 
shadow of a great calamity, still it is one of the redei'ining feat^ires that 
although various gr(uii)s of this House are accustomed to quarrels and 
controversies, still at least on this occasion there is an atmosphere of 
unanimity. Sir, 1 am refreshingly reminded by my friend, 
Mr. Cbakraverty, that tloTe was a unanimity of disaster when the 
occurrence took place at Majdia. So out of evil if any good cometh, 
let us all remember that in the midst of life, we are haunted by death 
and let us project Ihid protract our vision beyond our noses and let u» 
sit down and solve the greater pro]>lem8 in a spirit of unanimity. In 
according my support to the niotion of my friend, Mr. Hasbemy, 1 liave 
adopted the amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I also gave an 
amendment on the same line. 

t 

Sir, there are two things — one is after the disaster and another is 
anterior to the disaster. It will not be enough for us if we merely sit 
down to hold^a pout mortem examination into the matter and find out 
the effect of the disaster and shut our eyes to the things that led up to 
it. So far as things happened after the disaster are concerned, there is 
one thing which strikes me as very curious. You know, Sir, that liana- 
ghat is an important station ; it is a junction in which the Railway 
administration has got a vast appendage of men and apparatus and the 
incident took place at a station which, I am told by my friend, Mr. Itari- 
pada Cbattdkjee, is not more than 18 miles away from Ranaghat. Uow 
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I ii it that although the disaster tqpk place at ^e smidl hourff ol the 
momingy no relief reached there in> time. I subinit, Sir, there are two 
explanations possible : either the Epilway administration was absolutely 
demoralised or there was something wrong in the whole get-up. Prob- 
ably the whole Bail way adm/nistration did not venture to face the 
disaster, and as Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal has said, and J reiterate, that 
sometimes rumours become current before actual things see the light bf 
day. Eailway administration ds sometimes known to be responfiijble for 
some smuggling of men and property. 1 do not know what actually took 
place there. But, all the same, it is very curious that relief did not 
reach there in time. What is more important is that it is necessary to 
find out by proper investigation as to why this disaster was at all 
possible in the year 1939. Sir, the railway vehicles are not very new 
and they are taken advantage of by people so frequently that we are 
almost now in the habit of trauelliiig in trains as we did in bullock carts 
previously. The railway vehicles must he as safe as the bullock carts, 
and, if that is not so, I .submit, there is certainly something wrong 
somewhere which is creating accidents like this. I do not know of any 
accident in which the bullock cart caused the death of a man. There 
are certain things which have got to he looked into. AVhy is it that 
whenever an accident takes place it is (»nl} the inter knd the third class 
passengers that die? 1 do not grudge the first class and second class 
passengers not dying (laughter). What 1 w'ant is that third and inter 
<>lasH passengers should also be eiiually safe. 1 do not mind the 
amenitie>i of the inter class compart ineni being ditferent troin those of the 
second class. There may he no fans, etc. Tlie lavatories may be as 
bad as now, and sitting accommodations as uni'omfortable as ever, but 
so far as immunity from danger is concerned. I think all these classes 
sluuild he jdaced on an cijual fooliiif*. Tlu* ('(nnmittec whi(di we are 
proposing ought to be given a clear mandate in that direction to find 
out what is tlie diftVrenct* in the getting u]) (*f tlie carriages which causes 
death to the lower class ])asseiiger>. 1 think the Committee will be 
doing real justice to the i)ublic hv giving direc tions in this line. 

Then, Sir, there is the differeiH c in the quality of resistance of these 
carriages. The first and second class comjiartments are built up of the 
same material as inter and third class compartments. ^Vliy should 
there be any diftereme in the (|Ualit\ ot resistance, when one class of 
oompartmeuts breaks into matchwood, other class compartments do not. 
It is also a matter which should be given proper attention to in that 


enquiry. 

Then, Sir, there is the question ot brakes. I do bot know, I am 
not an expert or an engineer, but we are used to ordinary vehicles, 
cycles and all that and even motor ears. We can avoid accident by 
proper application of brakes. Why should not this apply to railway? 
Wnen a train is stopping at a station, the railway staff ought to make 
provision for stopping signal, so that another train coming from eitbar 
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^iseotidk may know thnt a particulaa train is there. These are ordinary ^ 
‘tilings and a solution of the ordinary problems will save many valnable 
lires. So I submit that Mr. Jalaj^ddin Hashem^y should accept the 
amendment of Dr. Sanyal which has got the unqualified support or this 
House. With these observations I support the amendment. 


Mr.^YUtUF ^Ll CHOWOHURY^ In supporting the motion 
moved*by Mr. Hashelny 1 feel it my duty to place before the House all 
that I have seen of that great tragedy that happened on that fateful 
night of the 17th. It was like a nightmare and the awfulness of the 
sight is permanently fixed in my mind’s eye. . , 

I was sleeping in a first class compartment when 1 was suddenly 
roused from my sleep by some friends who wer^‘ furiously knocking at 
the door of my compartment. Hurriedly coming out 1 saw the engine 
on fire and heard simultaneously tin* cries and nioanings of hundreds of 
human beings in great agonies coniin^j from tlie front part of my 
earriage. 1 rushed towards the affected eompartments and saw in semi- 
darkness scores of human beings, some mangled out o/ reeognition and 
others eryiiig for help. With the hel]) of soiru* friends and fellow 
passengers we^ imtbediately started relief work. We thought of extin- 
guishing the tire first and brought it under control with tin* helj) of 
local young nicii who have in tin* Jiuunitime gathered together. 1 regret 
very much to say that up to this stage we did not*g<*f mueh help from 
the station staff except from one Mr. Malik Suker who was atcrew in 
charge of rail>^ay and who worked like a demon in moving the debris 
and removing the wounded with us. Kortunatefy we proeunul two axes 
from the neighliouring village and sueetM'ded in saving the lives of 
inifny of the unfortunate injure<l. (’ould the station authorities supply 
us some .sueh appliances, many other lives eould he saved. Tn tliis way 
we worked up to (i a.m. About that time the first aid in the persons 
of few police officer^ with some eonstahles arrived. lmmediat(dy they 
cordoned round the damaged compartments and directed all those who 
sw^ere rendering aid to move away. J vigorously protested and one 
ofh<*er who fortunately knew me indu(‘ed liis fellow^ officers to allow us 
to •ontiiiue the work. More than an hour after tlie arrival of the poli(;e, 
medical aid arrived for the first time. We felt all this time the extreme 
need of medical aid but no help came. Had the medical aid and relief 
train arrived earli4>r, many more lives could have easily been saved. 
Before our very eyes many lives were just fading away under the 
pressure of heavf^' steel pieces. We seized some properties from some 
dead bodies and on the arrival of the police we handed them over to 
them. 

One thing that struck u^all was the very leisurely way in wbicbjtbe 
Railway authorities were dealing with the emergency. It is necessary 
when »o man/ lives have been lost that a sifting enquiry he immediately 
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held iato all that has happened. Negligence of Some itailway torvants 
i$ admitted; it is therefore the greater need that responsibility should* 
be definitely fixed. ^ 


With these words I whole-heartedly support the resolution of 
Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy. 


Mr. SUREN DR A MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, tme who 
had the misfortune of travelling by train sometime after the disaster, 
I shall he able to unfold before this House 


Mr. SPEAKER: ( >1 your good fortune ! 


Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I do not know whether it is 
inisforturie or good fortune. 

As I was saying, I shall be abh‘ to unfold before this Hou>e facts 
v-'hieli, I hope, ‘vill eoin}>el tin* llon’ble Maharaja to accept the motion 
<‘f 7ny tiierid Mr llas)ieiu\ a^ anieinled by Dr, Sanyal. it he has 
in him liial human tomdi W'e arrived ])y the^ Shillong Mail at 
and what did we We saw on the platform about 11 

dead bodi«'s lying uncovered — a gliastly se(*ne whieb r(‘pidled everybody. 
The ])latforni was ^tair)ed w'ith hhual and thcoi* W(‘re seveial dead bodies 
in the hazar neurh\. TIn*re were also se\eral wounded jausons who 
were not canMl for, who \v(*n‘ unattended. Tin' most funny thing is 
that we found no res(‘iie party at that timt‘ at the station One of 
the (‘ompartiiK'nlH was found to he sumlwiched and out of it the leg of 
a human being, very likely that of a woman, was ])rotruding. We w«re 
told that there were several other bodies, dead or living, w’ithin that 
compartment, hut uo attempt was made to extricate those bodies. We 
travelled all along from Isliurdi to Itanaghat. AW hav(‘ not found any 
ade(juale arrangement for food or proper drinking water. The Shillong 
Mail was made to run as an ordinary passenger train taking in 
passengers Irom all 'Stations. Tlie most curious thing is that no 
attempt was made to semi immediately a rescue party to Majdia Station. 
AVe found that policemen were drafted in every station in large 
numbers and they yvere practically jammed even in the 1st and 2nd 
elass compartments. AA^e did not know for what purpose the police 
were sent to Majdia l>ecause w'e never found them rendering any help 
to those persons who w'ere still alive there. , 

Now, Sir, there is another thing which struck me and which I am 
compelled to say though it may sound somewhat out of tune in to-day^8 
discussion. The life of the guard was ext^ct at that time. The dead 
boldy of the guard was brought in by the Assam Mail, but the dead 
body of a member of this House which was lying in the bakar nearby was 
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sent by that traiji and never laken care of by any responsible ^ 
{Mrson though sufficient intei*val had elapsed between the time of th^ 
disaster, as a result of which BirenfBnbu died, and the time when we 
reached the station. We do not know why there should be this 
difference in the treatment. The station sfuff was found to be t<x) wooden. 
TJiey require. Idhiiik, some nature’s touch. Otheiiwise we never found 
them very anxious to render any help that they could give even at that 
time. 'We were told.on the platform itself that just at the time when 
the collision took place, as my honourable friend sitting over there said, 
there was a fire in the hat just by the side of the station and there was 
a large congregation of })eople. These people came to render ai<l to the 
dying and the dead. There were also Congress volunteers, but the 
most lamentable pnd at the same time the most i>e<‘uliar thing was 
that the station staff refiised to allow them to dA the succouring. Only 
at the intercession of my honourable fri'end and colleague over there, 
Dr. Prafulla Ghosh and others who were travelling, these poo])le could 
be persuadcfl and with their help somo relief could be given U) the 
sufferer'' in that disaster. , 

The CUM' for an en<iuiry is so very clear that I think the Hon’ble 
Mahjiiaja niU|ft not take liis stand behind any rule to shut out the 
mattci . 1 know, and I am sure the floirhle Maharaja also knows it 

well, that the railway administration has a peculiar way of doing tilings. 

It never lakes into account tlic (question of comfort of the pussengers. 

It never takes timely action as in the present case. Though lUinughat 
was .so vci \ near, no tiiindy aid was given to the, victims of the disaster. 
We found at hulf-past-t wo in the noon the engine was lying in the 
same condition and no iittempt was being inmle to remov«* the wreckage. 
Tffe tw'<i (•arriag(‘s which were <lamaged were still Iving in the same 
condition in that place, and wc did not find any rcli(‘f train or iuiy 
relief piiit\ to (deu^that line. 

Uiidci tlic iircumstancch. 1 appeal to the Hoirble Minister to 
')ac’ccpt the motion witlu)ut raising any objection, bccausi* he must 
assure the juiblic that (he lift* (»f the travelling piisscngcr is safe, dust 
a Sew' minutes ul^o T was taking tea with Mr. Abdiir Rauf. He was 
telling me that he was afraid to travel by the N(»rtli Bengal train. A 
panic has been created in the minds of the people and it is time for 
the authorities and for the Clovernment to give suffiiient assuiance to 
the public that railway travelling is not so hud as we are made to think 
just now on account of so many disa-sters on the East Indian Railway 
and the recent disaster on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

Tim Hon*bl« Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimhapr: 

Mr. Speaker; Sir, I do not want to enter into the merits of the motion. 
While having full sympathy with the mover, the attitude which the 
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* Qorernment would like to take in tBis matter, is ^ forward the proceed- 
ings of the debate to the proper quarters. I hope, Sir, the House is 
aware that this is a matter in which the Provincial Government has 
practically no hand. The Hallways are under the direct control of the 
Government of India and I think they would be competent to come 
to any decision they deem proper after they have gone through the 
proceedings. The charges made in the motion are extremely serious 
and that is why I gave my cohsent to. its discussion on the floor ^Df this 
House. It is needless to say how much we are all shocked at the terrible 
nature of the accident and the many lives which were lost, including 
the lives of two honourable members of this House, It is admitted that 
in rehent times railway accidents have become matters of more frequent 
occurrence. T wish it was possible to devise way.s and oieans to prevent 
them. 

Sir, the Hoii’ble the Chief Minister on his way to Calcutta visited 
the place of the disaster and therefore I think that the charge which 
Mr. llasliemy lyade that no Minister visited the place falls to the 
ground. I also had the opportunity to visit tlie place of occurrence a 
day later. I never expected that Mr. Hashemy would raise the 
question about the sufliciency or otherwise of the medical aid given 
by the Medical College and the Campbell Medical Hospital authorities 
to the injured. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment as well as myself visited both the places and made due eiujuiries 
from thf patients almut the attention they v\ere getting from the medical 
men and there was not a single case where any complaint was made 
to us. As I have already stated, a copy of the proceedings will he 
forwarded to the Government of India for their information and for 
taking any action which they may think fit. 

The amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal to th^^otion of Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy that after the words “to make an enquiry into” 
the following words be added — 

“the circumstances connected with the recent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and” 

was then put and carried. 


The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, as amended, that 
this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of India be imme* 
diately moved to appoint an independent committee of non-officials and 
officials not connected with Railway administration to make an enquiry 
into the circumstances connected with therrecent Railway disaster at 
Majdia and the conduct and responsibility of the Railway administra- 
tion and Railway staff immediately following the Ma)dia railway 
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dtiaste/ with referencp to the folloVing among other alleg^tiona and * 
oomplaints : — • 

(A) delay in providing proper fuedical and other reliefs and their 

inadequacy ; 

(B) inadequacy of lights at the ^tutioii and tlie .si'eue of acx'ident; 

(C) failure to make arrangements for drinking water and other 

necessary .food articles for *a large numlier of injured 
passengers and other passengers of the trains involved in the 
collision and of the other trains detained in consequence for 
hours in a terribly hot day; 

. , 

(D) failure to make necessary arrangements for the comforts and 

conveniences of passengers injurwl and detained; 

(E) delay in sending the injured, and the dead passengers to 

Calcutta and in taking prompt steps to send the detained 
trains to Calcutta ; 

(F) conduct of the Railway staff following the accident; 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 445 p.m. on Monday, the Ist of 
May, 1939, at the Assemhly House. Calcutta ’ 


K O. Pi«w--l!b9-4<>--2a»rA--000. 
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Conciliation OfAcera 

For labour disputes in Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 43. 

Conforenoo, District Board’s, 193t 

Recommendations of the Chairmen — : 
(Q.) p. 44. 

Congress Praia Offloo at Rangpur 

t 

Search of the Di.stricU-: (Q.) p. 89. 

Construction 

Of a model village at Haduatala, 
Malda (Q.) p. 100. 

Co-operativo 

Bank, Jhenaida, Jessore; (Q.) p. lOO. 

Central Banks. Establishment of 
Special Boards for — in Tippera; 
(y.) p. 

Inspectors and Auditors. Appointment 
of— m 1937 : (Q.) p. 54. 

Corporation ^ * 

Calcutta. Electricity generating 
scheme: (Q.) p. 27. 

Cotsipur riot 

During ‘‘Holi Festival": (Q.) p. 42. 

Crops 

During rainy season in Chittagong. 
Damages to — : (Q-H* P- 
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Oaooa-Arioha Roicit (Q.| p. 45. 

DaoM district 

Excise shops in — : (Q.) p. 13. 

damages to oro|is» 

During rainy season in Chittagong: 
(Q!) p. 183. 

Oamodar Canal Revenue Division 

R©c‘ruitm«‘nts for the — : (Q.) p. 182. 

Das, Rai Sahib KIrit Bhushan 

Last Bengal Civ’il Service (Executive) 
Examination: (Q.) p. 5. 

Das, Mr. Monomohan 

Percentage of scheduled castes in 
Government offices. (Q ) p. 53 

• 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath 

Jotes in .falpaigun khas mahal that 
changed hands and establishment of 
agricultural farms in Western Duart 
khas mahal (Q.) p. 111). 

Police search for a leaflet “Bartaman 
Ilajnaitik Sankot 0 .Mussalmander 
Kartyahha” by Mr Md. Shsanui 
Haque Effendi of Domar, Hangpur. 
(Q.) P. ^>2. 

Oas Gupta, Srijut N^endra Nath 

Floml in the northern part of Bakar- 
ganj <Q.) p. :U. 

Riot in CossqKmj during “Holi Festi- 
vol”. (Q.) p. 42. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhire^ra Nath 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939. pp. 

Election of rnion Boards of Chandina 
and Laksham^pol ice-stations, Tippera: 

(Q.) P. 124. 

Debt Settlement Board 

Kalupania, Noakhalr. (Q.)*p. 118. 

Number V — police>station Itna, 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 115. 


Deputy Colleotora 

Nominations for promotion ot Sub* 
Deputy Collectors to posts of — : 
(Q.) p. 67. 

Diflerentlai traatmant 

To clerks with regard to casual leave in 
Secretariat and attaGho<l officee: 
<Q.) p. m. 

DIreotdr of Agriculture, Bengal 

ApiM)intments*under — sinocT 1937: (Q.) 

p. 128. 

• Dtstreu 

• 

Of the flood-Htriken people of char 
areas in several unions in Mymen- 
Hingh (Q.) p. 24. 
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District Board Elootion, Malda: (Q.) 

Distrtoti Boards* Confsrsnos, 1t38 

RecoiiuiitMidatioiis of the Chairmen, — : 
(0.) p. 44. 

Division 

Regarding (’alcutta Munnupal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939: pp. 79-80. 
Regarding non-official resolution on 
replacement of Government of India 
Act by Constituent Assembly: pp. 
169-170. 

Dolul, Mr. Harendra Nath 

(ioverninent subsidy to the Bengal 
l*rovincial (’o-<)|a*rative Bank: (Q.) 
p. 87. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharendu 

Replacement of Ciov'emment of India 
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1G5-167. 

Eden Canal 

And certain other Canal Revenue Divi- 
sions: (Q.) p. 126. 
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Malda District Board—: (Q.) p. :)3, 
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Board, Notrokona, M ymensingh : 
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(Q.) p. 124. 

Elaqtrlolty gantrating sohsma 

Calcutta Corporation—; (Q.) p, 27. 
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Regarding presentation by i>eril»)n8 of 
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» 

Exalte eliop(f) 
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Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 
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(Q.) p. 176. 
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Mymensmgh District .\gricultural — : 
(Q.) p. 98. 

« 

Failul Huq, the Hon*bla^r. A. K. 

Abolition of primary girls’ schools: 
(Q.) p. 56. 

Grant to the Serajganj Islamic Inter- 
mediate C’ollege Madrassah. (Q.) p 
101 . 
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Library; (Q.) p. 184. ^ 

Noakhali H. K. Zilla Skhool. (Q.) p. 
174. 

Non-introductio 9 *"of free primary and 
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Office of the Muhammadan Marriage 
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p. 45. 
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of Etlucation Department: (Q.) p. 
32. 

Scheme for 8i>ending grlnt of five lakha 
of rupees for the scheduled castes: 
(Q.^ p. 184. 

Failur Rahfium, Mr. (Mymtntlngli) 

Distress ‘of the flood sthken pet^e of 
char areas in sever^ onions of 
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Faitiir Ratanan, Mr. 

Excite shops io Dacca district: (Q.) 
•p. 13. * 

Percentage of Muslims in Bengal En- 
gineering Services: (Q.) p. 20. 

Faas 

For X-ray examination in Dacca Mit- 
ford Hospital: (Q.) p. 3. 

Flood 

In the northern part of Bakarganj: 
(Q.) p. 34. , 
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Distress of the — of char areas in 

several unions of M^mncnsingh: 
(Q.) p. 24. 

Free distribution 

Of seeds totunion boards; (Q.) p. 116. 

Froo primary and aduit education In 
oortain districts 

Non-intnaluction of — • (Q.) p. 35. 
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In Rangpur district: (Q.) p. 178. 

' Within Pakundia ixdice-station, 
Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 40. 
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Suicidal death of Rati Kanta Mandal 
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Election of niernl>er« <»n the Stikhan 
Union Board, Netrokona, Mymen- 
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(Q.) p. 50. 
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(Q.) p. 58. 
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Under section 103 of the OoWnaMol 
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Oovarnmant subsidy 
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To the Bengal Provincial Co-oporatiTO 
Bank: (Q.) p. 87. 


Grant 

Of five lakhs of rupees^ Scheme for 
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(Q.) p. 44. 

B]>e<’ial m<M*ting of the Bankura Badar 
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police-station Itna, Mymen*Ui|d*i 
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giMWittawtaiy Maulvl Md. 

JESitaBlishmetit of Special Boards for 
Oo-operatire Central Banks in 
Tippera: (Q.) p. 128. 

Nominations for promotion of Sub- * 
Deputy Collectors to posts of Deputy 
Collectors; (Q.) p. 57. * 

Post of Circle Officer for Comilla 8adar« 
Circle: (Q.) p. 49. 

Hawkers, riokshaw-puiisrt 

Petty p(jlice cases in ^Dalcutta due to 
the arrest of — : (Q.) p. 95. 

Nigh Court, Appollato Sido * ^ 
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Ratio of posts held by various com- 
munities in the—: (Q.) p. 30, 

Hoduatala, Malda « 

('onHtructif)n of a model villape at — : 

(Q.) p. KK). 

Hokltra 

Of Imperial, Provincial and Subordi- 
nate Servicers in Bengal: (Q.) p. 96. 

**Holl FeitivaP* * 

Riot in (’ossipore during — • (Q.) p. 

42. 

Imparial, Provtnoial and Subordinate 

Services in Bengal 

Holders of — • (Q.) p. %. 

Itna police-station 

Nurnlu'r of Debt Settlement Boards in 
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diginnath Intermediate College Library: 

<Q.) p. 184. 

dalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed 

Adjournment motion regarding Rail- 
way disaster at Majdia: p. 185. 

Discontinuation of duty on electrical 
^'“erg.v^pp. ]4%5-U7. 

Special motion alaiut Majdia Railway 
Disaster; pp. 208-211. 
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Jotes in — that changed bands and 
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in Western Doars khas mabal: (Q.) 
p. 119. 
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Agricultural loan and gratuitoin relief 
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Jhanaida Co-operative Bank, daaaorei 

(Q.) P. 100. 
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lands and establishment of agricul- 
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mabal: (Q.) p. 119. 

Jute Overseert 

Appointment of — :* (Q.) p. 9. 
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Kaia-azar 

Measures against malaria, — , etc., in 
Myniensingh. (Q.) p. 102. 

Kalupania 

Debt Settlement Board, Noakhali: 
(Q.) p. 118. 
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Western Duars Jalpaiguri--: (Q.) 
p. 119. 

Kotwali police-station, Dinalpur 

Two bunds in — . (Q.) p. 7. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

C'onstruction of a model village at 
Uaduatala, Malda: (Q.) p. 100. 
Malda District Board Election: (Q.) 
p. 33. * 

Kundu, Mr. NIshItha Nath 

Petitions filed for settlement of debts: 

(Q.) Pt 121. 

Two bunds in Kotwali ,t>nUce-«iaiioB, 
Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 7. 
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Conciliation officers for — in Bengal: 
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Election of Union Boards of — , Tippera : 
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Land raoordt 

Post of Director of — . (Q.) p. 41. 


^Land revenue 

Rate of — in Burdwan (Q.) j). 1.3. 

Last Bengal Civil Servioe (Executive) 
Examination: (Q.) p 3 
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naitik Sankat 0 Mussnlniander Kar- 
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Effendi of Dotnar, Ilangpur (Q.) p. 
92. 


L^r beggars in Calcutta: (Q.) p. 41. 
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Legal Board 

Special meeting ot Bankura Sadar—: 

(Q.) p. 111. 
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Maflxuddin Ahmad, Maiddl 

Abolition of primary igirls’ sohoda: 
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Poundra^Kshatriya: (Q.) p. 02. 

• Rising of priw of paddy: (Q.) p. 101. 

•Scheme to drain out Barachouka area, 
MidnaiM)re: (Q.) p. 109. 

Maitra, Mr. Bu^pndra Mohan 

Special motion reganliug Majdia Rail- 
wiiv DiMast<'r pp. 220-221. 

'Malaril 

MeaHures against kala-axar, etc., in 
Myineiisingh, (Q.) p. 102. 

« 

Malda District Board Eleotlont (Q.) p. 

.33 

Manirumman Islamabadi, Maulana Md« 

I)amagt>«» crops during rainy season 
in Chittagong (Q.) p. 18;j, 

Majdii^ Railway Disaster 
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l»p. 20M-211. 
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Expenditure on account of inidwivee 
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Major repair works 
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Division- (Q.) p. 33. 
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Enquiry C'ommittees (during 1937>d8 
and 19:W..39): (Q.) p. 96. 

Measure 

Against malaria, kala-axar, etc., in 
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of Bengal: (Q.) p, 31. 
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(Q.) p. 44. 

Reduction in the number of traffic 
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(Q.) p. 49. 

Reduction of pay for new entrants to 
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(Q.) p. 14. 
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Appointments under the I)irect<jr of 
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(g.i p. 128. 
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Adjournment — regarding (^hief Minis- 
ter’s presidential address at the 
Bengal Provincial Muslim League 
Session in 19il9: pp. 58-59. 

Adjournment — regarding Railway 

disaster at .Mujdia p. 185. 

Special — reganiiiig Majdia Railway 

disaster, pp. 211S-223. 

Mozianimol Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casiid leave in Secretariat 
and attached ofiices; (Q.l p. 

* Muhammad Itrail, Maulvl 

Gambling within Pakundia police- 

station, Mymensingh: {Q.) p. 40. 
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Muhamniadan Marriato Roslotm 

Office of — at Tajgaou, Dacca: (Q.) p. 
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Appointment of « Co-operative Inspec- 
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Government subsidy to the Bengal 
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Jhenaida Co-operatn^e Bank, Jessore: 
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Mulllok, Mr. Pul^ Bahary 
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in — ; (Q.) p. 46. 
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afiandra, of^Cossimbazar 
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Damages to crops during rainy season 
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Scheme to drain out Barachoiika area, 
MidnajMire (Q.) p. 109. 
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Natloiia] Eltetrlftcatlon Sohcniat (Q.) p. 
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(Q.) p. 37. ; 
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n 

NazimiMMIn, tht Man'bli 
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Last iy>ngal Civil Service (Executive) 
Examination: (Q.) p. 5. 
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Deputy Collectors to posts of Deputy 
Collectors; (Q.) p. 58. 
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Police searc'h for a leaflet “Bartaman 
Rajnaiiik Sankot O Mussah&andar 
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Riot m CoBsii>orc during “Holi Festi- 
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0bltuaf7 

Mr. Bircndra Nath Masumdur: p. 1. 
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ffiftHiut, tiM Hon’ble Mr. Pranniii D«b 

Excise shops in Dacca Division: (Q.) 
p. 14. • 

Eec^ilitment to Excise Service: 

(Q.) P. 12. 

Tolora Exci^ shop in Bogra district; 
p, 176. 

lailway DiMUr, Majdia 

Special Motion: pp. 192-193, 208-223. 

flangpu^ dittrlot 

Gamblmg in — . (Q.) p. 178. 

Rate 

Of land revenue ^ Burdwan. (Q.) p. 
Ill • 

Rati Kanta Mandal 

Suicidal death of — of Krishnapur, 
liohagara Union (Q.) p. 126. 

Ratio of posts 

• 

Held by various communities in the 
Appellate Side, High Court: (Q.) 
p. 30. 

Ray Choudliury, Mr. BIrondra Klstwro 

Measures against malaria, kala-axar, 
etc., in Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 102. 
Road constructibn projects taken up in 
Mymepsmgh; (Q.) p. 46. 

Raaaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Jagannath dlntermediate College 
Library: (Q.) p. 184. 

Rooommondatlons 

Of the Chairman, DistriA Boards’ 
Confereiffie, 1938: (Q.) p. 44. 


Raoniitiiiaiit 

o • 

For the Damodar Canal Rovonpo Dhi* 
sion: (Q.) p. 189. 

To Bengal Excise Seirioos: (Q.) p. 

11 . 


Rants 

Reduction of — in khas mahal, parti- 
cularly in the Noabad taluks in 
Chittagong; (Q.) p. 19. 

Representation by persons of Bhitar- 
bund Union, Raugpur, for non- 
acceptance of — by certain aamin- 
di^rs; (Q.) p. 19. 


Rasolution(s> 

Government — under sec^tion 103 of tho 
Govcrnni©?it of India Art, 1936: pp. 
193-207. 

Non-official: pp. 137-172. 

Specinl- : pp. 192-193. 

Ravtnua DIvitlona 

Eden ('anal and certain other Canal : 

(Q.) P. 126. 


Riot 

In ('ossi{>ore during “Holi Festtral": 
(Q.) p. 42. 


Rising of prioo 

Of paddy: (Q.) p. 101. 


Road 

Construction projects taken up in 
Mymensingh; (Q.) p, 46. 


floada and bulldinga ^ 

Major repair works for— in CalonMa 
Division: (Q.) p. 83. 



Ilir-No. 6.] 


INDE^. 


* {'or cpondiitg snuit of ^re lakhs of 
nipeos for the Scheduled Castes: 
(Q.t p. 184. 

1V> dram out Barachouka area, M i d na* 
pore: (Q.) p. 109. 


SatfcH 

•• ^ 

(\i the Districts Congress “Ppoja 
Office” at l^ngpiirt (Q.) p. 89» 


•MTitarlat and atteofied offioat 

Differential treatment to clerks with 
regard to casual Ifave in — ; (Q.) p. 

36. 


ipMUiir, Hr. m KtMm 

<«r ■. Atfwl NavM, ^E.). OlMr> 
vtHMM mM Rniiaii •!— * 

On Adioumraent Motion ragardmg. 
Hon'bie Chief Mimstar^s pnblio 
speech: pp. 131, 132, 134, 136. 
Begarding ' the order in w^ieh Qowira- 
^ inent Bills would be taken up: p. 61. 
.Special Eesolutions: pp. 1^193. 


•pMlal iaards 

Kstablishment of — for Co-operatire- 

Central Banks in Tippera: (Qv) ' p.. 

w.. 


4Madi 

Free distribution of — to union boards- 
(Q.) p. 116. 


dpioial meetlfif 

*Of the Bankura Sadar Local Board 

(Q.) p. m. ? 


Sarajganl ^ 

Islamic Interm^iate College, Madras- 
sah. Grant to the-— (Q.) p. 101. 

Sarvloes In Bengal 

Holders of Imperial, Provincial and 
Subordinate — : (Q.) p. 96. 

Battlamant of dabtt 

Petitions filed for — : (Q.) p. 121. 


•piolai Matlaii 

Regarding Majdia Railway 'Disaaiar: 
pp. 192-193, 908.22.3. 

BUII 

Of the* Official Receiver, High Court,. 
Calcutta: (Q.) p, 26. 

8ub*Doputy Collaotori 


Shifting 

I 

Of Court of OoBimiBsioner, Work- 
men's Compensation: (Q.) p. 47. 

BHtlfig up 

Of*the Amirganj pal: (Q.) p. 56. 

• 

Bpaaliar, Mr. (tha Hon'bli Khan Muh 

dur M. Ailiul Haqitt, C«I«B.). 

ONanmtiont gpd Rullngi of 

Adjoummeiit mo^dn regtrding Rail- 
way Disastoir at Msfdia": p. 186. 

On the Point jof Order raised by 
Dr. Nalinaksha ffimyal regarding 
Gomnment Resoiiition nnd^ section 
108 of the Goremnpsi of India Aet^ 
1036; p. 191 


Nominations for promotion of — to posts- 
of Deputy Collectors; (Q.) p. 67. 


Suhtidy 

Oovernment— to the Bengal ProrinciaE 
Co-operative Bank: (Q.) p. 87. 


MKCroatury Ofhoart and Triaaurr 

Mdartt (Q.) p. 18. 

Mlrawardy, Ilia Han’Ma Mr. H. B. 

Conciliation officers for labour itiofigloa 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 44. ^ ^ ^ 

National electriftoatkm scheme: (Q.b 
p. 7. 




MMil, 

01 lUtikpiU llftndal id Kriibn^pur, 
Lolui^tlk^ Vnioh: 126. ^ 


TallMilf jENlM 

^ Offioe of the MuhammEden , Marriage 
Begialrar at — : (<^.) p. 45. 

TiMn ExoIm shop In Etfra dlstrlott 

<0.) P. 175. 

« 

TMiixiiddln Khan, th# Hoil*bla Mr. 

Apppintment of Jute Overseers: (Q.> 
p. 10. 

ft 

Appointments under the Director of 
Agriculture, Bengal, since 1937: 
(Q.) p. 128. 

Committee to enquire into financial 
administration and working of 
College Hospitals; pp. 158-166. 

Expenditure^ cm account of midwives 
|ind nurses in towns of Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 31. 

Fees for X-ray examination in Dacca 
Mitford Hospital. (Q.) p. 3. 

Free distribution of seeds to union 
boanls: (Q.) p. 116. 

Measures l^{ainHt roalana, kala-aaar, 
etc., in Mymensingh; (Q.) p. 102. 

Monipur Agricultural Farm, Dacca: 
(Q.) p. 16. 

Mymensingh District Agricultural 
Farm; (Q.) p. 99. 

Kising of price of paddy: (Q.) p. 102. 


^ TrMEp jmhim fnm 

Eedac|lion inHhe Bpmher id~^i <Q.> p.‘ 
49.^ 

I 

Uniofi BeanICt) > 

Election of— of Chandina and 
IwUce-s^tions, Tippera: ► (Q.) p, 
.124. • . 

Free diitribiiWi df seeds to—; (<^.) 

p. 116. I 

Snkhari. Election of members on the 
— , ifetrokona, Mymensingh; (Q.) 
p. 27. 

Village 

ConstruotiOn of a model — at Haduatala, 
Malda: (Q.) p. 100. 

Western Duart Khae Mahal 

Establishment of agricultural farms ia 

- (Q.) p. ift. ^ 

Workmen’s Compensation 

Shifting of Court of Commissioner — : 
(Q.) p. 47. 


Yusuf All Choudhiiry, Mr. 

Special motion regarding Majdia ]^ail- 
way Disaster; pp. 219-220. 

Ziman, Mr. A. II. A. 

Conciliation officers for labour disputes 
in Bengal: (Q.) p. 43. 

Holders of Imperial, Provincial ^and 
Subordinate Sei vices in Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 96. 
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